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TRAINING  CALENDAR

JULY
07 Meeting: IC, ATV written test, sign up f or Weber Co. Fair duty ........................... Lance P., Sgt. K.
09 K9 Water/Dive Team Training, Pineview at Bluff, 6 pm ..................................... Kevin T., Bryan B.
11 Sat. Training: ATV/motorcycles cert. ride Willard Peak, Avon Gate, 8 am ........... Lyman S., Jeff S.
11 K9 Water/Dive Team Training .......................................................................... Kevin T., Bryan B.

17-20 K9 Water Seminar and testing, Helena, MT.................................................................... Bryan B.
18 Sat. Training: Climb Training ........................................................................................... Nate F.
18 MSAR ride, N. Fork, Cutler Basin & trail maint., 8 am ..................................................... Allen M.

TBA Airboat.......................................................................................................................... Dave C.

AUGUST
01 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.
04 Meeting & Training: cancelled for fair
20 Dive Training, Pineview at Bluff, 6 pm ............................................................................ Kevin T.
22 K9 Wilderness testing, preparation for Labor Day Weekend ............................................ Bryan B.

29-30 City of Rocks and MSAR ride ............................................................................. Allen M., Roy W.

SEPTEMBER
01 Pack test at 6 pm, Hep.B 6:30 pm, Meeting: Radio, Map & Compass ................................ Don O.
12 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.
19 Sat. Training: Mock Search .......................................................................................................
26 MSAR ride, Upper Wheatgrass, Cabin Hollow, Fri. night TBA, Sat. 8 am .......................... Allen M.
26 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.

OCTOBER
06 Meeting: ..................................................................................................................................
10 Sat. Training: ...........................................................................................................................
10 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.
17 Dive, Pineview, Bluff ...................................................................................................... Kevin T.
24 K9 Deer Camp, Monte Cristo, wilderness testing and workout, all disciplines ..................... Bryan B.

TBA Deer Camp ................................................................................................................................. Sgt. T.

NOVEMBER
03 Meeting: ..................................................................................................................................
07 Sat. Training: ...........................................................................................................................

DECEMBER
01 Meeting: ..................................................................................................................................
05 Sat. Training: ...........................................................................................................................

EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY
04 Plain City and Hooper Parades ........................................................................................ Sgt. K.
17 Climb Wall: IHC Surgical Center ....................................................................................... Sgt. T.

24 Ogden Parade ................................................................................................................ Sgt. K.
AUGUST
01 Harrisville and Roy Parades............................................................................................. Sgt. K.

05–08 Climb Wall: Weber County Fair ........................................................................................ Kent J.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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MAY/J UNE 2009 C ALLOUTS

6/14/2009 assist Davis County  in locating a missing person. Don Olsen was talk-
ing with Davis County on 6/13/09 and they r equested Bryan Bennett’s K9 team. Don
informed them that they would need to mak e an official request through dispatch. The
official request came through dispatch the next day. A call out was made to the climb
team and ground support. The individual was located shortly after the cal l out was
made. Several team members met in the parking lot at Smi th’s in Farmington before
the stand down call was received.

EDITOR ’S MESSAGE

Sgt. Brandon Toll would l ike to intr oduce our newest addition to the WCSO SAR offic-
ers. Deputy Tyler Greenhalgh  is now officially assigned to WCSSAR. You may have
seen Dep. Greenhalgh at the June Tuesday night meeting and also at the airboat
callout at Causey this week. Tyler’s information is now l isted on the masthead of the
newsletter on the first page. Please join me in welcoming our newest Deput y.

Twitter —Sgt. Toll is successfully making the tr ansfer over to using Twitter for call-
outs. At this time he is using both the pr evious paging system from his computer as
well as tweets. I n order to make the tr ansition to Twitter complete we need everyone
to create a Twitter account and activate their phones with the Twitter system. Below
are some quick instructions, however, if you are unsure of the pr ocess, please arrange
to come early (6 pm) to the July 7 th meeting and we wi ll help you set up an account.
I know that several people were expressing concern that so many messages were
sent during our setup period at the last monthly meeting. We will try to keep these test
activation messages to a minimum, however, there will be at least one whole team test
message sent at the end of the evening to verify that everyone is receiving the tweets.

Setting up a Twitter account:
- Go online to https://twitter.com
- Click on the green box, “Get Started—Join!”
- Fill in your full name and a user name (it is nice to at least allude to your true identity
so we aren’t left guessing.) Make up a password that you’ll be able to remember and
fill in your email address. Type in the words in the box and then click, “Create my
account.”

The
training
was being
done jointly
with a
kayak
demo and
Weber
Pathways.

The initial
plans for
the
training
are laid
out and
discussed.

Swiftwater training at the Ogden Kayak Park on June 6th. Photos by Brian Nebeker

We started
primarily
with the
raft
controlled
at the f our
corners by
rope
teams.

The forces
generated
by moving
water are
impressive.
Having the
rope teams
spread out
makes it
easier.

We did a “l ive capture”  of Kris Harrop using the raft. It is v ery tricky trying to determine wher e the current will push someone and where to locate the r aft.



Once your account is created, you will need to do several things:
- Go to “Settings” in the upper right corner of the page.
- On the settings page, click on account and fill in whatever additional information
you wish. Near the bottom of the page, click on the box in front of “protect my
updates” if you want to be picky about who is able to link to your account.
- Then click on save at the bottom of the page.
- The next step is to go to the devices tab and set up your phone. Follow the instruc-
tions and enter in your phone number—don’t forget to start with a “1” and then send
back a text reply to twitter using the 40404 address.

If this is whole procedure is unclear, send me an email or call and I will try to walk
you through the process. My contact info may be found at the end of the newsletter.
I will also be able to help folks at next Tuesday’s meeting beginning at 6 pm.

You will also want to visit the “notices” tab and I recommend that you check the two
middle boxes.

To request to follow WCSAR, go to the upper right corner and cl ick on “find people”.
Type wcsar in the box “Who are you looking for?” When the link comes up for the
team, click on the “Follow” box that wi ll appear to the right. Don wi ll receive a mes-
sage that you are requesting to follow and approve your request.

Finally, after y ou are approved, click on “profile” in the upper right corner and then
click on “following”, which is the l ist of f olks whose updates you are following. You will
need to turn on activ ation for your phone to r eceive updates from WCSAR. This
should complete your setup, however, since I haven’t set up an account in about a
month, I ma y have missed a step or two. With luck we can get most of this smoothed
out at the Tuesday meeting, however, it would be splendid i f most f olks try to set up
their accounts ahead of time and at least get the pr eliminary information entered.
Thanks. Sheri

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

June MRA Conference,  see Climb Team News, page 5.

Swiftwater training, see Dive/Airboat Team News, page 7.

The Life Flight classroom and helicopter training from June 2nd was good in spite of
the weather. So here’s my chance to finally wri te, “It w as a dark and stormy night...”
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Prior to the MRA
conference, seven
WCSSAR members take
a climb trip to Smith
Rock. Photo by Jiim
Stoddard

Mike Otto
rapping off
Crybaby.
Photo Roy
West

Ken Schulte on Screeming
Yellow Zonkers. Photo Roy West

Photos by Mike Otto

At the June monthly meeting, Li fe Flight presented a classroom session and then flew in one of their hel icopters. Both K9 and MSAR teams took this opporunity
to familiariaze their animals with this noisy machine. On take off, the pi lot hovered over the horses, while alert and concerned, the horses didn’t panic.

We tested our new patient carrier wi th the chopper.

The horses generally ignored the helicopter. It w as
a good training for the MSAR team.
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OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

July 7 th  meeting:  The team training for Tuesday night is an IC pr esentation by Lance
Peterson. Along with this wi ll be the ATV written test, to be administer ed by Sgt. Ron
Kendell. We will also be signing up for Weber County Fair duty (the meeting and tr aining
for August are cancelled for the f air).

An additional topic f or discussion on Tuesday night wi ll be helping set up Twitter
accounts to communicate during callouts. John Sohl and Sheri will arrive around 6 pm
to assist in setting up these accounts online.

Saturday training:  The ride to Willard Peak/Inspiration Point wi ll be July 11th, unloading
at the Avon gate at 8 am.

Robyn will be attending the September 1st meeting to administer Hep B shots and
take blood for ti ter checks at 6:30 pm. Don’ t forget that ther e is also a pack test  on
the same night at 6 pm.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES  & EVENTS:
July 17th—IHC Surgical (Sgt. Toll)
July 24th—9am-5pm, Mountain Green
August 5th–8th—11 am–9 pm, Weber County Fair (charge for climbs)

Most of the days that the cl imb wall has been out have been rainy days. West Haven
PTA sent a thank you letter for the use of the cl imb wall and also a $500 donation.

The Sheriff has requested that the Airboat be in every parade with volunteers wearing
the red SAR shirts. Sgt. Toll will be coordinating this. The parades are as follows:

Plain City Days 7/4/09
Hooper 7/4/09
Ogden 7/24/09
Harrisville 8/1/09
Roy 8/1/09

The WCSSAR request for the Laci and Conner grant was not approved. There were
a lot of r equests and only a small number were funded.

There are several parades coming up in July and August where the Sheriff is showing off the new
airboat. Come and join the fun—wear your red shirt.

There are several
more opportunities
to help out with the
climb wall this
season. This climb
wall was held at
West Haven
Elementary in May.

Washington Terrace Parade in June.

Both the cl imbing and weather were a spectacular lead in to the MRA Conference. Photos by J. Stoddard

Bruce Engelby and Ken Schulte take a breather at
Smith Rock. Photo by J. Stoddard
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CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
MRA 2009 Conference Report —The Mountain Rescue Association’s national 2009
Summer Conference and pre-conference were held at Mt. Hood in Oregon. Seven
WCSSAR members added a pre-pre-conference rock climbing session at Smith Rocks,
one (Roy West) climbed Mt. Hood, ten members attended the pre-conference (our
team was half the at tendees!) and fi fteen attended the main conference itself. By all
accounts it was a huge success and everyone gained some new knowledge and/or
improved their technical rescue-related skills.

The pre-conference was on glacier crevasse rescue on the east side of Mt. Hood on the
Elliott Glacier. Weber County is not known f or large numbers of such rescues, yet, the
training was exceptional. Roped rescue skills were learned that apply directly to r ock
and steep snow rescues. The training covered self rescue, partner rescue, snow an-
chors, safe travel across snow slopes and many new uses of knots and rope. For
example, all of us walked away with a new r espect for the Klemheist knot (a f riction
knot that y ou can use in place of a prusik knot).

On the first day of the pr e-conference we all hiked up about 2,000 vertical feet and
practiced repeated rescues out of crevasses on the Elliott. ( The crevasse that ate
Bruce’s camera case was estimated to be at least 70 feet deep.) On the second day
Bruce and Mike O. returned to the glacier and cl imbed to the huge cr evasses that were
yet another 1,000 vertical feet above the previous day’s training area. Meanwhile, the
rest of the pr e-conference group stayed back at the rustic Cloud Cap Inn (an old lodge
owned by the Forest Service and maintained by the local rescue team, the Hood River
Crag Rats) and worked on roped rescue systems that could be used for self rescue.
The same systems can be used to get a team member into a position to assist an
injured team member or patient.

The conference itself was, in part, a celebration of the 50th anniv ersary of the Moun-
tain Rescue Association which had its first meeting at the Timberl ine Lodge on Mount
Hood in 1959. As such there were special sessions on the history of mountain rescue
including a panel discussion with retired rescuers from the 1940s and 50s. On the one
hand, those early rescuers showed their true grit, on the other hand, i t is surprising
how similar the systems are to those we use today.

Prepping for the carpool shuttle to the
pre-conference site. Photo by Rick
Schroeder

John D.,
Mike F.,
Kimball,
John S.,
and Kris
on the
glacier.
The rope
skills we
practiced
are useful
anywhere.

The Cloud Cap Inn is very rustic and remote. Photos by Nathan Foster

Nathan and John S. at the I nn.

The hike to and
from the glacier
involved more than
an hour of tr avel
along the glacial
debris. In the image
below we are
discussing training
options before
moving down onto
the glacier itself.

Photos by Kris
Harrop

Above: We split up into two gr oups
and safety and rescue systems for
snow and ice. Photos by Kris Harrop

Below: Nathan takes a turn inside
the crevasse while waiting to be
rescued by John Sohl.

Above: Kimball leads his rope team
up the glacier. We had two and thr ee
people to a rope for safe travel.

Below: After a tiring but ex citing day the
rope teams hike off the glacier. We still
need to climb up the glacial moraine in
the distance.
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On the first day there were 4 blocks of training sessions. WCSSAR team members split
up for the most part and at tended different sessions thus maximizing our learning
opportunities. There were twenty one different session topics including: emergency
fire skills; pull testing (str ength of materials); low angle lowering systems f or roped
rescue; GIS (geographic information systems) and search management; using load
limiting devices in technical roped rescue systems; avalanche hazard evaluation; two
mainlines vs. a mainline and belay for high angle roped rescue; sidecountry rescue
(out-of-bounds skiers); roped rescue on remote cell phone towers; medical aspects of
roped rescue; and probability and statistics in mountain search operations. In short,
there was no way you could participate at this meeting and not learn something
useful.

The day ended with a chance to meet some of the original f ounders of the MRA and
some insight into early rescues. After the BBQ there was a video competition that
included a WCSSAR entry by Ken documenting a first assent at Castle Rocks with Roy.
The winning video was a hilarious pair of comedies on poor lead climbing and belaying
called “Sew It Up and Bad Belay.”

As always, the vendor booths were fun and interesting. One new device is called the
“Scarab.” It is a lowering device that has the same f unction as a brake bar. The main
differences are that i t is more compact and much easier to adjust the f riction “on-the-
fly.” There was a 20% off sale that was valid only at the conf erence. About five or six
of us got together and after pla ying with i t and talking to other teams that ha ve been
using the device, we unanimously decided to purchase one for our team. ( This is not
a belay device and doesn’t take the place of prusiks or a 540 Device, the Scarab is a
lowering device.) Also on sale was a revised and expanded 2nd edition of the “T echni-
cal Rescue Riggers Guide” and many of us purchased one. It is a pocket sized, 188
page, book that is packed with rigging inf ormation.

On the second day of the conference most of us competed in the “Rescue Rendez-
vous” which was comprised of two loops each having nine stations. Teams were ex-
pected to share ideas and methods as they solved numerous rescue problems and
addressed a collection of rope skills. Many of these stations wi ll make excellent tr ain-
ing sessions for our team in the f uture and it also gave us some fun new ideas for the
WCSSAR Winter Seminar.

The day ended with the si lent auction (most of us w alked away with thinner w allets
after some great deals on new equipment), banquet and the world pr emier of a video
on the early history of the Mountain R escue Association. Hats off to Meg (she is the
national fund raising committee chair) for yet another successful auction. (Kudos go to
Sheri, Ian and Meg for doing much of the setup and oper ation of the si lent auction as
volunteers assisting the conference host team–Portland Mountain Rescue.)

Everyone was allowed to bail out on the thir d day except for John S. and Sheri, since
John is our team’s representative at the MRA business meeting. Much of the business
meeting was spent addressing the MRA’s mission statement. In the end, we didn’ t
come to agreement but i t looks like the mission statement wi ll end up as something
like: “The Mountain Rescue Association is an association of member teams comprised
of unpaid professionals dedicated to saving lives through rescue and mountain safety
education.” There where other topics discussed including a restructuring of the na-

John Sohl
making an
offering to
the god of
Rinos.

Mike O. shows off
his form as he is
pulled to safety by
his team mate. A
major goal of the
training was to
have a single
rescuer pull his or
her partner to
safety. Photos by
Jim Stoddard

Kimball, Nathan and John D. discuss a
rigging issue. Many of our r ope skills were
tested and honed that day.

Kris enjoys the view whi le the
training area is probed for any
hidden crevasses. Photos by John
Sohl

On day two most of
us spent our time
working on rigging
and self rescue
systems. The main
goal was to lower
into a patient, assess
the situation then
assend back out
without support f rom
others.

Kris
Harrop
earns an
“E” for
effort.
Photo by
John Sohl

Mike F. enjoys exploring a glacial
crevasse for the first time.

Kris’s turn in the cr evasse.
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tional committees and an extended discussion on reaccreditation. The Reaccreditation
Task Force did an extensive review of how the r egions evaluate teams. They are now
going to pul l together the common f eatures and produce a minimum skill set required
of any rescuer that has earned the right to wear the MRA patch. These minimum skills
will then be augmented by region specific skills as appropriate. (We are members of
the I ntermountain Region which includes Utah, Idaho and Montana. Our region does
not require crevasse rescue skills but does require higher skills for vertical rock then
say the Oregon Region.) By the way, our team is up f or reaccreditation next y ear.
There was a discussion of the next few MRA national meetings:

Winter 2010 Business Meeting - West Valley City, UT
Spring 2010 - Juneau, AK
Spring 2011 - no takers yet, this could be a serious problem since it takes time and
effort to host one of these meetings (m y personal vote is for Arizona.)
Spring 2012 - Possibly a team in the Washington region.
Spring 2015 - Vail, CO.

Next year’s meeting in Juneau should be excellent. They are still laying out the meet -
ing but i t wi ll probably include snow, ice, avalanche, swiftwater and deep forest train-
ing as a minimum.

In summary, the 2009 MRA meeting was a valuable learning experience for all fi fteen
of our team members that at tended. The Sheriff’s Office got its money’s worth
with this conference and we all appreciate the opportunity to attend thanks
to Sgt. Toll and Sheriff Slater.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
Dive —Some new equipment has been purchased for swift w ater rescue; four throw
bags and 600 ft of r ope.

The dive team had two tr ainings in June. A swiftwater training on the 6 th (see write
up below) and a dive at Bluff Marina  on the 11 th—during which we conducted a
navigation refresher. We will hold make up sessions for those who were unable to
attend the navigation session. Please check out the calendar, we are booked for the
rest of the year, our next training is the 11 th  of July with the K9 Team . Plan on
meeting after the Tuesday meeting for a short team meeting to go o ver summer prep
and training plans. Thanks again for everything! Kevin

June Swiftwater training  report by John Sohl—The swiftwater training was held at
the Ogden kayak park at 24 th Street on June 6th. Overall, the tr aining did not go as wel l
as it could have. To really do this right we need mor e team members to attend so that
we can have enough safety teams with thr ow bags and enough team members to crew
the ropes on the rescue raft. We had just barely enough to get the task accomplished.

One problem was that we had two people in char ge at times. One result was a group
of “swimmers” hi tting the w ater before the thr ow bag teams were in place and at the
same time as we were setting up the r aft and in need of addi tional personnel. We had
to look pretty lame to the dozen or so citizens watching from the bridge.

It is becoming clear that we need to do swi ftwater training more than once a year.
Swiftwater missions are among the most dangerous missions we face and it is obvious
that more practice is needed for us to be on top of our game.

Douglas search Group—Group Picture of K9 Teams and Converse Co. SAR after a successful search; and Right—The High Country Search Dog Team. Photos by Kathy Bennett

The final
climb to
subject.

Bryan,
Amelia
and Josh
preparing
to search
on
Saturday.

Bryan
giving
Jackie a
water
break.

The
victim
was
located
on the
highest
peak.

 Some beautiful country near the
Cody, Wyoming seminar location.
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Finally, in all the confusion of kayak demos, swiftwater training, thick brush, etc. we left
a full gear bag behind. Fortunately an honest citizen found the bag and turned i t in.
This serves as a good reminder that we need to alw ays do a double check on equip-
ment and verify that everything is accounted for. A new procedure for inventory control
will be discussed at the next general meeting.

Airboat —On Saturday, June 20th, the team had a tr aining scheduled at Antelope Is-
land. Again as before, the weather conditions made it unsafe to navigate the lake on
that day. The team is looking at some different access options in Weber Co. and work-
ing with Davis Co. in get ting access to a different launch-site that wouldn’ t be affected
by adverse weather. The team has another tr aining scheduled in July but the date is
TBA and notification wi ll be short notice. Thanks! Dave Casperson

Don Olsen mentioned that there is a problem with the  GPS unit  on the airboat and i t
needs to be sent in for service.

K9 N EWS:
Wilderness K9— The Wilderness K9 Team has had a very busy month. I n addition to
our weekly training activities, we have been involved in the f ollowing:

We participated in the Swift Water Training held in June. In addition to helping wi th
throw bags and rope handling, we took advantage of the opportuni ty to do some
shoreline Cadaver work. It w as very interesting to observe what the curr ent was doing
to the scent. The dogs had to locate a source in the water, something they are not used
to doing. It also r equired them to perf orm their alert in less than desir able surround-
ings, with the cold w ater, rocks and such.

This training proved to be valuable as Kurt/Kaiser and Amelia/Xena attended a Water
Workout near Cody, Wyoming a week later. Both teams were able to take the Water
Shoreline test and passed.

Amelia and Bryan attended a Trailing/Cadaver Seminar near Cody, Wyoming on June
14th through the 16 th. Amelia was there as a student and Bryan was instructing on
Cadaver. There were teams present from several Western States. I am proud to say we
were able to show off a l itt le with our dogs. Every time I at tend one of these events
where I get a chance to see teams f rom other areas, it reaffirms my confidence in the
quality of the K9 Team we have.

Last pitch
Mt Hood
Summit

White
River
Glacier
from the
slope of
Mt Hood

The ten WCSSAR members were half of the pr econference. Photo J. Stoddard

While most
of the
team was
attending
the pre-
conference
event, Roy
West
decided to
climb Mt.
Hood.

Above,
Roy on
Mt.
Hood
June 24
2009
and
right is
his
guide,
Tim
Hale.
Photos furnished by Roy West.

Guide
Tim Hale
and Roy
at the Mt
Hood
Summit

There was a special cake that noted
the 50th year of the Mountain Rescue
Association. The only thing better than
the cake was the company we had
with rescuers from across the West.
Photo by Mike Otto Inside the rustic Cloud Cap Inn. Photo by

J. Sohl

Only Mike O. and Bruce were in good enough condition to make it
to the high point on the glacier on da y two. They could have
summited if only they had the corr ect permits. Photos by Mike Otto
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Just when you thought we might be done, B ryan/Jackie, Kathy,
Amelia/Xena, and Josh joined High Country Search Dogs on a
search near Douglas, Wyoming. Our subject had left a suicide
note back in December. A short two day search had to be halted
due to the weather and this w as the next opportuni ty to con-
tinue the search. Bryan/Jackie and Kathy arrived on 6-18-09
and searched all day on the 19 th. Our GPS track logs were over
12 miles for the day. Amelia/Xena and Josh arrived late that
night to join in on the sear ch the next morning. After about 2
hours of searching on Saturday morning, i t was reported the
subject had been found. A very nice thing about this w as that
the County Coroner allowed all of the dog teams to work in to
the body. Working your dog on a large Cadaver source like this
is a great opportunity. It w as very interesting to watch how each of the dogs reacted
to a “Body Source.” I am v ery happy to say that al l of our tr aining paid off and Jackie
and Xena performed as they should. The other thing that w as interesting was the
degree of decomposition. The body was pretty much reduced to bones with small
amounts of tissue.

Well, that w as June, but the months not o ver yet. I n July, Bryan/Jackie, Kathy and
Amelia/Xena will be attending a Water Seminar near Helena, Montana. Our goal is
certify both teams in Open Water search. Report by Bryan Bennett

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
Sign up for your Twitter account today!

We need to make sure the 800 MHz radios are not used except when necessary.
They are tracked by how often they ar e used. We are charged part-time for the usage.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
The Mounted team did an overnight familiarization ride  6/19/09 and 6/20/09. K en
Albertson, Todd Nebeker, Alan Clapperton, Jake Paterson, and Allen Melle attended.
They did two area familiarization rides on Friday and one on Saturday unti l they got
rained out that afternoon. Report by Allen Melle

Below and right—the first field session of
the day included a hike up the ski slope
above the Timberline to try the Hogsback
Kit. Photos by Meg Fogg

On Sat.,
teams
participated
in Rescue
Rendezvous.
One of the
stations
requres keen
coordination
by Ken and
his team.
Photo
furnished by
Ken Schulte

Finally, everyone arrives at the historic
Timberline to at tend the MRA conference.
Photo by Mike Otto

Fran Sharp
explains
strategic
shoveling
during the
Avalanche SAR
Command and
Control class.
The folks from
Tacoma passed
on many
valuable tips for
winter r escue.
Photo by Sheri

Use of
Load
Limiting
Devices in
Rescue
by John
Yates.
Photo by
John Sohl

Roy West looked very slick
in his honor guard duties.
Photo by J. Stoddard

One of the
treats on Fri.
was the
gathering for
Old Timers
Story Hour.
Photo by Ken
Schulte

Right, a demonstration
of Small Team Tower
Rescue Techniques.
Photo by Ken Schulte

“Only You...” Photo by Mike Otto

Below, the MRA
anniversary
plaque was
unveiled during
the conference.
Photo by Sheri

Ok, there has to be one in every bunch...but
all in all, we had a fantastic time. Photo by
Ian Sohl using Rick Schroeder’s camera.

As part of the
Hogsback Kit demo,
John picked up on
this nifty innovation,
which he wants to
implement as part of
our gear.
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MEDICAL  NEWS:
Stay tuned for a new article in August.

OHV/M OTORCYCLE NEWS:
We are on for the combined ATV/OHV ride to Willard Peak  with Box Elder County SAR. The
date is set for Saturday, July 11th at 8 am at the A von Gate. For more information, contact Lyman
Stoker or Jeff Stark.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
Summer is here, support the WCSSAR climb wall!  Sign up for a Twitter account.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
If y ou want to hone your medical skills or just learn mor e about CERT, contact Jeff Stark and
help him out wi th this communi ty service.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  JOE JENNINGS  BY KATHY BENNETT

I would l ike to intr oduce Joe Jennings as the member highlight
this month. Joe resides in Wolf Creek with his wi fe, Betsy. They
have been married for 39 years and have two children. Joe and
Betsy met at a col lege mixer at Sweet Briar College in Virginia.
Their son, Mac, is married with two chi ldren and is a major in the
Marine Corps. Their daughter, Katie, is married and resides in Oslo,
Norway. She is expecting a baby in September and that wi ll give
Joe and Betsy three grandchildren.

Joe was a member of the Marine Corps for 24 years and did a 22
month tour in Vietnam. B etsy was a elementary school teacher for
35 years. She taught grades 1st, 2nd and 3rd. Joe and Betsy are
both retired. However, Betsy is currently a Property Manager for residences in Wolf
Creek. Joe keeps himself busy by training his Search and Rescue dog, Gunny, skiing,
hiking and golfing.

Gunny, a golden retriever, that is 2 y ears and 4 months is a search and rescue dog. Joe
and Gunny are part of the canine team f or Weber County. Gunny is currently certified
in avalanche, wilderness and cadaver I. Joe became interested in search and rescue
while working on avalanche training at Powder Mountain.

Joe has been skiing for about 40 years. He has had the opportunity to ski in some
beautiful areas. He has skied north of the Arctic Circle in Norway and in the Alps in
Italy. Joe is currently on the ski team f or Weber County.

We would like to extend a thanks to Joe and Gunny for their hard work on behalf of
WCSSAR. The training and dedication that is put into a sear ch and rescue dog team is
immense. Joe brings skiing expertise and a wide range of personal experience to the
team. We look forward to working wi th Joe and Gunny.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to everyone who sent me articles and pictures for the newsletter. As you can imagine,
the team members attending the MRA conference took loads of pictures and my most difficult
task was picking the few that appear in this issue. Thanks to Angie Turner for taking the
minutes of the Executive Committee. And a big thank you to John Sohl for wri ting articles,
proof reading and adding captions to this newsletter.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar (at)comcast.net, sheri (at) clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1 (at) comcast.net

Joe and Gunny getting ready to test in
West Yellowstone.

Cris
Goodhue
and the K9
group at
the
Environmental
Center in
May.

Gunny
has seen
enough
of the
inside of
the Life
Flight
helicopter.

Dogs and
water just
somehow
go
together.

Gunny
training at
the
Environ-
mental
Center
during the
May
seminar.

Joe Jennings


