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WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.

Airboat training, Pintail Flats, 9 am
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Meeting: Winter Search Theory, WCSQ 7 pm

Ski the Moon, Cutler’s, 6 pm

Snowmobile Familiarization Ride, Monte Pk. Lot, 8 am
Winter Survival Seminar, Environmental Center
Thursday Evening Dive at the Crater in Heber

Airboat training/l ce Dive Pineview

Sgt. Brandon T.
Kevin T.
Dave C, Kevin T.

Hep Shots and testing, WCSQ 6 pm

Meeting: HIPAA regulations review and sarteam software, WCSQ 7 pm
Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Baldy, 6 pm

Sat. Training: Winter mock search and BBQ at Davies Cabin

Kathy B., Meg F
Mike F
Sgt. Brandon T, Gary S

Meeting: Water Ops and support, WCSQ 7 pm

Sat. Training: Dive/Swiftwater + K9 w ater/shoreline training

K9 Wilderness practice, goal setting and training schedule

MSAR ride

Climb Training

First Care Course (4 suaessive Thursday evenings), WCSQ 7-10 pm
Airboat training

K9 Wilderness Seminar, Cris Goodhue, Test Preparation

Pack Test, WCSQ 6 pm

Meeting: Climb Training, rigging

Sat. Training: Climb Training, raising and lowering, 9th St., 8 am
K9 Test Preparation

MSAR ride

K9 Test Preparation

K9 Test Weekend, Helena, MT

Sgt. Brandon T.
Rick S
Rick S

Meeting: ATV written test

Sat. Training: ATV & motorcycles certification ride, Monte
K9 Cadaver, Training and introduction

MSAR ride, overnight, Causey

K9 Air Scent, strategy and training drills

Sgt. Brandon T.
Lyman S, Jeff S.

=Y T Vo PRSP
Sat. Training: Climb Training

K9 Water Training

K9 Water Seminar and testing, Helena, MT

MSAR ride

EveEnTs CALENDAR

MARCH
14

JUNE
23-28

2009

Freedom Riders ewent with snowcats and snowmobiles

MRA pre-conference and conference at Mt. Hood

SHERIFF BRAD W. SLATER

bslater@co.weber.ut.us
ScT. BRANDON ToOLL
940-7231
btoll@co.weber.ut.us
ScT. Ron KENDELL
430-6297
rkendell@co.weber.ut.us
Dep. MARK HORTON
430-5765
mhorton@co.weber.ut.us
JEFF MALAN
940-7251

ADMINISTRATION
Cmdr. Don Olsen
510-9198
don@regalfulfillmentsolutions.com
Co-Cmdr. Bryan Bennett
589-6888; bryanpb@ahern.com
CLIMBERS/BACKCOUNTRY SKI
Coord. Rick Schroeder
710-6749; rschroeder@weber.edu
Asst. Coord. Nathan Foster
866-4148; NFoster@lifetime.com
DIVERS/SWIFTWATER/AIRBOATS
Coord. Kevin T ams
390-0930; gr8dive@live.com
Asst. Coord. S tuart Taylor (Dive)
791-3821
Asst. Coord. Lane McPheeters (Swf  twir)
388-2907; Imcpheet@admiralbeverage.com
Asst. Coord. Dave Casperson (Airboat)
698-5805; dbcasperson@juno.com

Mike Jenkins
710-3100; mjenkins@snowbasin.com
Bryan Bennett
589-6888; bryanpb@ahern.com
LoaisTics
Coord. Scott W illis
510-7594; kd7eko@yahoo.com
Asst. Coord. Sheri T rbovich
MEDICAL
Coord. S teve Ericson
791-3436; iol@fiber.net
Asst. Coord. Brandon W oods
920-5548; woodseysonfire@aol.com
MounTtep SAR
Coord. Allen Melle
710-4521; ajpatter2@yahoo.com
TRAINING/RECORDS
Coords. Megan & Mike Fogg
920-6388(Meg) & 499-9491(Mike)
mfogg@backcountry.com (Meg)
mikef@bdel.com (Mike)
OHV/MoToRcYCLES
OHV Coord. L yman S toker
540-3410; cccec.stoker@comcast.net
Motorcycle Coord. Jeff S tark
866-8139; jeffs@weberhs.org
WINTER RESCUE/SNOWCATS
Winter Coord. Gary S toker
941-2316; g.stoker@comcast.net
Asst. W in. Coord. Bryan Bennett
Asst. Coord. Scott Combe (SnwCt)
698-0426
PSAR/PR
Coord. Jeff S tark
Kris Harrop
814-3130; kjharrop10@g.com
Kimball Kelsey
941-3842; kimballkelsey@weber.edu
CuwvB WALL/PR
Coord. Kent Jensen
726-4971; kentiensen@comcast.net
WCSSAR web site: http://webersar .org
WebMaster Jared Randall
WEBER CO. SEARCH AND RESCUE IS A MEMBER OF:
MRA, NASAR, U TaH SAR
DispatcH 629-8221
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There was a good turnout for the callout on the
cliffs above 24" Street on 1/9/09. Photo by Dep.

Mark Horton

Team members checking in upon arrival at the
Hidden Lake Lodge at Powder Mountain for the
missing snowboarder callout on 1/21/09. Photo
by Sheri

DecemBer 2008/J aNuary 2009 C ALLouTs

1/1/09-Pintail Flats  —Dave Casperson was out hunting and came across some
stranded duck hunters in an airboat that had br oken down. Dave was able to transport
the hunters out, but w as running low on fuel and needed assistance. The airboat team
was called out and the br oken down airboat was towed back to the parking lot.

The Airboat call was on Jan. 1t at 5:35 pm Dave Casperson was out hunting and came
across a group in a stranded airboat. The boat had a dead battery and Dave was able
to get it jump started, but the poly on the bot tom of the boat w as coming apart
causing it to dig and dr ag in the marsh bottom. Dave shuttled the passengers back to
the parking-lot, but he w as running low on fuel. The airboat team went out wi th the
County Airboat, helped take the parts off that wer e causing it to dig into the gr ound
and towed it back to the parking-lot.

1/2/09—Monte Cristo  —We received a report of two lost snowmobilers, a 50 YO
father and 17 YO daughter, on one snowmobile at Monte Cristo. The pair had been
riding near Arbs Basin with their son/br other. With weather coming in, they sent the
son/brother back stating they would be right behind them. The son/br other made it
back to the parking lot ar ound 4:30 pm but the f ather and daughter never showed.

With snow now falling heavily and white out conditions reported on the mountain, Sgt.
Toll made the decision only call a few of the snowmobile team to leave the majority in
reserve for a search that will most likely go in to the next da y. Two, four man snowmobile
teams and a snowcat team deployed towards Arbs Basin. Based on information obtained
from the son, the search area was thought to be fairly small, but the weather w as just
good enough to see at the parking lot but w as much worse on top. Visibility was terrible
and the wind was howling--blowing ground snow and covering tracks as fast as they
were made. After several hours of searching, the weather began to clear and a decision
was made to bring the son up to the top to show us the PLS. It turns out that they wer e
closer to Arbs Basin than originally thought, based on the inf o received at command.

By now the weather had let up enough f or a helicopter to fly, around 3:00 am. Cache
County had a search going of their own and had alr eady requested the helicopter. It
turns out that Cache found their lost party and the helicopter diverted to assist with
our search. By now, the snowmobile teams were running low on f uel and were return-
ing to command for fuel and instructions. Sgt. Toll sent the helicopter to a coordinate
at the end of Ant Flat r oad. As they arrived their, they spotted a fire and our two lost
snowmobilers.

It turns out that the gr oup was playing in an area east of Curtis Creek road, south of
Arbs Basin. When the pair reached Curtis Ceek road, they turned right instead of left,
eventually running out of f uel. The pair began walking towards Hardware Ranch until
they stopped and built a fire.

A couple of things about this search, 1%, the decision to hold the majori ty of the team back
was the correct one. The weather was absolutely terrible and it would have been careless to
put our entir e team out in such conditions. 2™, the inf ormation given by witnesses must be
taken with a grain of salt. Despite extensive questioning at command, the inf ormation we
received was not totally correct. We must keep in mind that most of the people riding these
areas do not know them as well as we do, diluting the inf ormation.

1/9/09-Cliffs above 24 ™ Street —Report of suspicious lights on the mountain. When
deputies arrived at the scene they spotted the lights. Deputies shined their spotlights
and police lights in the area. When deputies did this the lights on the mountain started
going crazy as if they needed help. After a while the lights went dim and then went
out. The Climb Team was caled out. The State Helicopter was also caled out. The
helicopter located two sets of f ootprints and followed them along the cliff bands. The
footprints ended on a tr ail that went to the 22 " Street parking lot. Deputy Horton and
other members of the team r esponded to the trail to check out the f ootprints. The
consensus of the team and the helicopter was that the footprints were going down
and not up. After having the helicopter make one last sweep, the search was caled off.

1/21/09—Powder Mountain —At around 1:30 pm, Maria, a 25 YOA female from
Sweden, became separated from her party. After the Powder Mountain ski patrol had
performed their sweep, we were called out at 6:52 pm.
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The ski, snowshoe and snowmobie teams searched for several hours, at around 1
am, teams were recalled to Hidden Lake Lodge for food, fuel and rest. Some teams
were sent home for the night wi th instructions to r eturn the next morning.

GPS tacks were downloaded giving IC a better idea of the ar eas that needed to be
searched. The snowmobile team was broken up in to thr ee separate teams. One
team was sent down Davenport to check for tracks, the second team was sent out on
the flats tow ards White Pine and team three was sent to search the trees and work
towards Saddle Horse Lale. All three snowmobile teams and other ski and snowshoe
teams left the lodge for one more effort around 1:45 am.

From this point f orward, this report details the efforts of snowmobile team three only.

Dan Frost, Joe Humphreys, Chris Piece and Bryan Bennett began searching the trees
below Hidden Lake while working tow ards Saddle Horse Lale. After completing the
search of the tr ees, we rode to the top and f anned out across the east slope caryons
and worked towards Saddle Horse. After arriving and dropping in to Saddle Horse, we
searched the lower perimeter f or tracks where none were found. We climbed out and
radioed in our report and to get f urther instructions. After analyzing the GPS tracks,
IC directed us to proceed to Rain Tree and then drop into Paradise and check for
tracks. Dan Fiost was navigating and after sending the coordinate to the r est of the
team, we fanned out heading towards Rain Tree. About half way there, while travel-
ing thorough the tr ees, we located Maria. She was very tired and thirsty but in good
shape. We loaded Maria and her snowboard up and began working our way out to
the trail back to Hidden Lake.

Maria said later that she had seen the helicopter and was trying to get to that point.
She then saw and heard our snowmobiles. As for how she became lost, well it was a
late night and | did not sta y around for those details. I'm sure someone else wil
provide those.

One huge obsenvation about this search, the fact that the teams wer e keeping track
logs and that IC was downloading and analyzing them proved to be priceless. The
directions given to our team by IC were spot on. The areas that the other teams had
eliminated to this point wer e crucial. A perfect example of teamwork between IC and
field teams. A great job done by all. Report by Bryan Bennett

The ski teams were formed with 8 WCSSAR and Powder Mountain Ski Patrol mem-
bers; Mike Fogg was in command. Our main goal was to fine search the trees in
bounds in case Maria had ht a tree or became trapped in a tree well. We concen-
trated on the tr ees that were too dense to easily search by snowmobile. While on the
one hand everyone was motivated to be the one to find her, on the other hand we
also knew that if she was found in bounds at a tree she would be unresponsive or
worse. Working with information from the Ski Patrol we did a tr ee-by-tree search of
EVER tree in what we thought would be high pr obability areas. (The snowshoe team
was doing the same thing in tr ees that were easier to search on snowshoes than on
skis) Powder Mountain had turned on the Hidden Lake lift and our team did sev eral
laps fanning out and searching one group of trees after another. Mike Fogg did an
excellent job of coor dinating the teams while in the field and making sure that we
moved slowly, uniformly and methodically.

Even though we wer e only traveling at a couple of miles per hour, it was surprisingly
tiring. The hamburgers at 1 am were well earned and helped to refuel us for later
runs. Our last areas to sweep were in the Powder Country area and into Lefties. By
the time we finished those sweeps we were exhausted and preparing to get a couple
of hours sleep and return in the morning. F ortunately she was found alive and healthy
as we were preparing to leave for the night.

As Bryan noted in his report, the GPS tracks were very helpful when we were deciding
where to sweep next. One important note, ev eryone needs to clear ALL their track
logs before heading out. Some of the tr acks were so confused with excess track logs
that we had to discard them. On the whole this search was an excellent example of
goal oriented teamwork between all the WCSSAR teams, the state helicopter and the
Powder Mountain lift operators and Ski Patrol. Report by John Sohl

Interview with Maria Marklund: Maria said she was a bit behind her friends when they
started down from Hidden Lake. She thought they went to the right tow ards the

Nathan and
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with the
friends to
verify when
and where
they last
saw Matria.
Photos by
John Sohl

Sot.
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Jeff briefs
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your first
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Craig Gordon of the
Avalance forcast Centey
conducting the
Avalanche course. Photo

by Becky Burt The WCSBAR team gathers at Powder Mountain for Craig Gordon’s Avalanche

class. Photo by Becky Burt
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Sunrise poma lift, so that's the way she went. Once she got off the Sunrise lift, she
followed the run to the east and cl imbed the hillside following a set of ski tr acks. She
continued to follow the tr acks on her snowboard, to the east f or several miles going in
the direction of LaPlata. Once t started getting dark, that 's when she realized she was
lost. Maria said she was approx. 3 miles out and over 2 ridges, so she started to hike
back the way she came. When she reached the top of the first ridge, she saw the
Helicopter in the distance and she knew we were searching for her. She headed to-
wards where the Helicopter was searching and kept going in that dir ection.

Maria said she stopped and rested around 10-12 times during the hik e and fell asleep
for a few minutes in between resting. After several hours of hiking over 2 ridges she
saw the snowmobiles coming, stating “their lights lit up the whole mountain”, so she
dropped her snowboard and ran to them, w aving her arms yelling “over here, over
here.” Maria said she was a bit cold and tir ed, but fine. Maria w as found just out of ski
bounds on the east-side of Cobabe Caryon. The group stayed the rest of the morning
in the Ski Patrol Lodge to get rested before their trip back to Montana. They all
thanked us for everything we did and wer e very pleased for the happy ending as we
were. Report by Brandon Toll

CoMMANDER’S MESSAGE

The end of 121.5 MHz distress signaling —While this particular action applies to
Maritime applications, the question remains, will Land and Aircraft based systems be
far behind? It's time to make the switch to 406 MHz EPIRBs (Emegency Fositioning
Indicating Radio Beacon)! Satellite processing of distress signals by the U.S. Coast
Guard on the 121 and 243 MHz bands will cease on February 1. Due to numer ous false
alerts and poor accuracy which degraded the reliability of lifesaving services, the
decision was made by the international satellite-based search and rescue organiza-
tion, COSFAS/SARSAT, nearly nine years ago to discontinue satellite coverage on these
bands. With 406 MHz EPIRBs opeating on a more reliable frequency, along with the
required registration process, seach and rescue agencies ae able to respond quicker
using the proper equipment, and pinpoint persons in distress. 406 MHz piovides for
quicker initial satellite position determination (t ypically under 10 min) than 121 MHz
systems (requiring multiple satellite passes and around 40 min) and impr oved accu-
racy. Many Land based 406 MHz EPIRB tansmitter systems also send a 121.5 MHz
signal for homing once the SAR team is in closer proximity. The Sheriff's Office has this
equipment and we will do training with it this year.

A Farewell to our Team Member  —t is with sadness | need communicate that
Deputy Matt Pittman has resigned from the Sheriff's Office. Deputy Pittman will be
pursuing lucrative business opportunities in the field of Financial Planning and we wish
him the very best. Deputy Pittman in his short time with SAR has been a stiong
supporter of our team. Matt has expressed interest in continuing to be an active
member of Search & Rescue as a wlunteer. Deputy Pittman’s position in support of
SAR is an important one, we should learn whom his replacement will be soon.

A Renewed Plea for Support —For as long as | can remember there has been a
request from the Command Staff to the team wi th regard to | ncident Command. At
the risk of bruising f ragile sensibilities, | wi [l make the admonishment again. On active
searches or even in training situations we need to keep the number of folks in the area
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designated as Incident Command to a minimum. All of us are eager and posses \ery
driven personality types and it comes as no surprise that we want to be close to the
action. But there are issues with this too. Incident Command can be a tense and
stressful place during the course of managing an incident. The NIMS process helps to
spread the workload and aid in the pr oper management of an incident. These efforts
however can be thwarted however by an over abundance of personnel, noise, and
commotion in close proximity. We continue to improve our incident management pro-
cess through training and real application. Please help us by observing an important
guideline; Only Law Enforcement, Team Commanders / Coodinators, and team mem-
bers filling assigned Incident Management Fositions should be in I ncident Command.
Thank you for your support.

MEMBERSHIP | sSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

Blood Drive —Members of WCSAR there is a great need for whole blood donations
through the American Red Cross. Due to the natural disasters over the last 18 months
blood supplies have dwindled to an all time low. It is a v ery easy process, fast and can
be done during one of our other activi ties. | would | ike to know how many would be
interested in donating if we had a donation v ehicle from American Red Cross come to
one of our locations. We could include other family members that would be inter ested
in donating. It would be gr eat to commit to 25 to 30 pints but an ything below that
would be of help in restocking the blood bank in our area. Please send me an emal
with a yes or no and if you have someone else that would come with you to donate. |
would like to get response back as soon as possible so | can start the scheduing
process. Emal me at: kathy bennettl@comcast.net. | would |ike to hear from as
many of you as possible so we can have a fairly accurate count. Thank you so much for
your attention to this mat ter and have a great day! Kathy Bennett

EVS Sports, a manufacturer of body protection gear, is offering our team a 50%
discount off of retail on any item we wish to pur chase. | will have a sample of one of
their chest protectors at the February meeting to look at. They of fer a large variety of
gear including helmets, gloves, elbow and knee protection and more. You can get a
preview of the product line by going to www.evs-sports.com. Bryan Bennett

Deputy Pittman  submitted his letter of r esignation to the Sheriff’s Office, but will still
be working as an on-call/part-time Deputy. Matt Pittman is pursuing another job op-
portunity that he has been involved with for the past couple years. Deputy Pittman has
been involved with the Sheriff’s Office for around 10 years and during that time has
been assigned to Search and Rescue for 2 years. Matt has been a great help to the
Search and Rescue organization and will be missed as an Incident Commander Deputy
Pittman plans to apply as a volunteer to stay involved with Search and Rescue. Thank
you Matt for all your hard work and dedication to the team and good luck wi th your
future endeavors. Sgt. Brandon Toll

Previous TRAINING REPORTS

On Jan 10" the Snowmobile team and Ski team meet at the r adio tower by Pow-
der Mountain, for some joint tr aining. We towed the ski team out of the bot tom of
Davenport canyon. It was good to be able to see Powder Mountain in the daylight
without zero visibility. Everyone had a great time. On Jan 16-17 Craig Gordon put on
the annual avalanche presentation. Friday night was at the Sheriff's complex, Saturday
was at Power Mountain. He always puts on a great and informative class. If anyone
needs to take an avalanche class br certification, let me know cause there is a class at
Powder Mountain that is coming up. Gary Stoker

Back country ski training at Powder Mountain on 1/10/09: 11 skiers including 2
Powder Mountain guides met WCSAR snowmoblers at the radar towers. The skiers
were pulled to the ridge that dr ops down into Davenport. We skied down and met the
snowmobiles in the bottom and wer e towed up a road to a saddle on Davenport Ridge.
We made another run from a different spot into Davenport and were again met and
towed back to the saddle. It w as a good familiarization ride/ski. We skied to the
paradise lift and called it a day. The skiing was great and it was a beautiful day. A good
time was had by all. A special thanks to the snowmobile team, Powder Mountain
guides and those that participated on the ski team. Nathan Foster

Taylor
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some
turns.
Photos by
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winter.

The climb team met at Art Nord trail head on 1/10/09 and pr acticed ice axe self

arrest on the steep slope to ensure that everyone is able to stop themselves during an
uncontrolled slide. Then the team set deadman anchors with ice axes and pulled on
them to assess the quality of the anchors. Ken Schulte used cloth snow flukes after we
found out that the snow fluk es that we have in the SAR trailer (metal ones) did not
hold at all. Ken’s held really well and we were unable to dislodge them with 10 team
members pulling on the cloth fluk es that Ken set. Some of the team worked on a
bollard and deadmen. The snow was in poor shape and only 18-24" deep, but we had
a good time and everyone that was there learned from the training. Rick Shroeder

On January 16" and 17", we held what is becoming our annual Craig Gordon Ava-
lanche Awareness class. The Friday night session was classioom and Craig had
changed it up from last year so we received some new and updated information. The
class was very informative and we had a lot inter action and questions from the team.
The Saturday session began wih beacon training and then some field work in the
snow. Again, the participation and inter action from the team was exceptional. The
session ended awound noon and we either went skiing, riding or home. Eleven of us
took of on a ride, including our r ookie, Mike Fogg, over on Sharps. We rode to the top
and headed north to some areas we’ve never been in. We got into some canyons and
trees that made the ride inter esting to say the least. | think Mik e had a good time but
at times was wondering what the heck we were doing. Bryan P Bennett

OveERVIEW OF UPcoMING TRAINING

February 3 ™ meeting: The topic will be Winter Search Theory presented by Bryan
Bennett. There will also be a short meeting of the div e team following the meeting.

For our February Saturday training, we will be working with our GPS5 at Monte
Cristo area, so make sure you can come on Feb 7. We will meet at the parking lot at
8 am. You will need your GPS so we can get your tracks of the day’s ride. We should be
done before noon, so you will have time to ride.

Intermountain Division NSP Level 1 Avalanche Fundamentals
Hosted by: Powder Mountain Ski Patrol

Class: February 3 & 5™, 6:30 pm to 9:30 pm at W eber State University’s Lind Lecture
Hall Rm#122
Field: February 7™, 8:00 am to 4:30 pm at P owder Mountain Ski Resort

To register go to www.imd.org click the registration tab and select Avalanche Program.
Cost: NSP Members $50.00, Non $150.00 (WCSO Mllipay for WCSSAR team members,
please contact Sgt. Brandon Toll first.)

For more info about this course, contact: Brandon Everett, (801)643-4466,
everettbrandon@hotmai.com OR Caig Olsen, (801)745-4631, heliski@diamondpeaks.com.

The annual Winter Survival Seminar  is coming up February 20"-22", 2009. If y ou
are planning on attending the Winter Survival Seminar, we will need your name by the
Feb 3 meeting. Bryan P Bennett

CuimiNg WAaALL aND Funp RaAISING ACTIVITIES
The Laci & Conner grant  has been sent off.

Sgt. Toll is researching the possibility of submitting an application for a Wal-Mart grant.

Kimball Kelsey's wife has been working with Freedom Riders for disabled children.
He asked if it would be possible to set up an event for the children to take rides on the
snowcat or snowmobiles. A tentative date of March 14" was set for this.

CuimBers /B ack CounNTRY Skiers NEws:

MRA Conference 2009 —There are thirteen WCSSAR team members registered to
attend this year's conference. The conference is in Mt. Hood Oregon on June 23-28",
2009. The total amount came to $6,080, a good portion of that money wi Il be reim-
bursed.

MRA 2009 Winter Business Meeting, January 9 h-12 " Summary , submitted by
John Sohl, MRA Rep. for WCSSAR.

Friday: Snowbird—Avalanche training field session.
An excellent learning experience was provided by the Snowbird Ski Patrol. We learned
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about avalanche control and response in this 8 hour field session.
Saturday: Strategic Planning

A team of external facilitators was hired to guide the process of deweloping a mission
statement, guiding principles (core values) statement and a vision statement. Then
“long range” planning was addressed by creating a list of strengths, weaknesses, op-
portunities and threats (SWOT analysis).

The draft Mission Statement: The Mountain Rescue Association is an oganization of
teams dedicated to saving lives by improving the quality, availability, and safety of
mountain rescue through accreditation, education, inf ormation, and representation.

The draft Vision Statement: The Mountain Rescue Association is an association of

teams recognized as the leader in mountain search and rescue best practices.

The draft Guiding Principles (\Values) Statement: Striving for excellence through: Pro-
fessionalism, Integrity, Camaraderie, Dedication, Respect and Knowledge.

A set of Strategic Initiatives were defined for MRA. The genenal types of initiatives are:

Accreditation; Training and Educational Materials; Communications (primarily between

MRA and ts members); Representation (on national and international go vernment

agencies and NGOs, task brces on legislation and regulations) (Examples include FEMA,
OSHA, NPSUSFS ANSI, IKAR) ; Governance/Finance (Primarly a review of the inter -

nal operation of MRA and the possibiity of a future full time paid staff.)

Sunday: MRA Business Meeting
There was a lot of discussion on budget issues and documenting the history of MRA.

Points of inter est in the rest of the meeting: The Geomgia Fire Acadeny has a web site
on technical rescue that has some good content ranging from studies on rope damage
to rescuer skil sheets. http://www .gpstc.org/divisions/gfa/techrescue.html

The 540 rescue device was tested at ITRS and found to have the smallest drops when
belaying, this is the r esult of 163 dr op tests with various belay systems.

Research on snow anchors indicates that the snow fails differently in slow pull tests
verses dynamic drop tests with sliding litters. Dynamic failure occurs at about 33% to
50% of the f orce needed for slow pull test failure.

There was a report on training and rescue protocols for IKAR.
IKAR contends wih similar government (EU & local) requirements as we do with FEMA.

Preliminary drop tests with prusik belays indicate that using similar materials resulted
in mainline failure but when the prusik w as a different material f rom the rope the result
was a grap and release mode that resulted in worn but unbr oken prusiks and ropes.

We have a new MRA Medical Commiitee chair, Dr. Skeet Glatterer, MD. He wants to do a lot
with medical education and wants to create tighter ties between mountain r escue and OEC.

There are some new draft documents on NIMS resource typing and credentialing. Sohl
is still reviewing all the documents. If adopted, one r esult will be a change in our
FIPS201 database that counties and states need to maintain. (This is the database
that lists what skills our team has.)

Itis very likely that the guidel ines that MRA has for team accreditation will be changing
in the next few years, stay tuned.

The 50" Anniversary MRA Spring Conérence will be at Mount Hood and WCSSAR is
sending 13 people. The preconference will be on snow and ice rescue and travel. The
main conference will have multiple sessions ranging from tracking field teams with GPS
to using unmanned aerial drones for search operations. There will also be a session on
doing rescue work with single and double roped systems and when it is reasonable to
use each one.

A new team tracking software package was unveiled that was modified under contract
to the MRA for free use by MRA teams. Se the Logistics News for more details.

Powder Mountain Response Team  —Stewve Ericson has put together a proposal for
a Powder Mountain Quick Response Strike Team. This will be similar to the one that
Snow Basin already has in place. The general consensus of the committee was that
this is a great idea, as long as it is understood that the Sheriff’s Office will be notified
if the search is outside of Powder Mountain’s property. Steve will head up the team.

Photos by
Ryan
Kiernan

The cloth
snow
anchors.
These act
like
parachutes
in the
snow.

These
anchors are
both light
and strong,
what more
could you
ask for?

Setting up the bol lard anchor.

Jared is
going to
have to
explain
this
one...
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Most of the people that have expressed interest to Steve are already members of
Search & Rescue. A lengthy discussion continued about the pro’s and cons of this
team. It w as decided to move forward with Steve’s proposal.

Dive/S wiFTwATER /A IRBOAT NEwS:

Dive —On January 14" the dive team had a thaw out tr aining session at the crater. We
started the session by reviewing the teams Goals and Objectives, and all agreed they
were sufficient. We agreed that Thursday evenings would prove better for training.
We had a new search technique that we ar e beginning to incorporate into our r outine
search methods. We had a little difficulty with the rather small confines of the crater,
among other obstacles, but the search method proved successiul as we located our
mock hand guns in the elbow deep muck on the first pass. This pattern will be contin-
ued in our following training sessions in lalger open water. It is sti Il too early to plan an
ice dive, as Pineview ice is stil rather thin. We will continue to w atch for the ability to
conduct this years ice dive. Divers, please plan on a short meeting following February’s
group meeting. Thank you, Kevin Tams

Airboat —The airboat training that was held on Dec. 6" at Pintail Flats went really
well—given the severe shortage of water. Thanks to all the participants who came and
gave the boat a try. Quite a ride!

The next training  is scheduled for January 31, after we are able to make a few “user
friendly” adjustments on the boat. W e will focus on running ice, outfitting the boat
with the needed equipment and set up a f ew different scenarios that may happen on
the GSL and the surrounding areas. Report by Dave Casperson.

K9 N Ews:

Wilderness K9— | have supplied a list of training dates that will show up on the

training calendar going forward. As you know, these dates are not cast in stone and

subject to change based on our team needs and requirements. The month | would

really like you to look at right now is May. We have scheduled Cris Goodhue, an
awesome trainer and SAR professional, to come and put on a seminatr, just f or us. This
seminar is going to be tailored specffically to our needs and to prepare us for our

certification tests. Which brings me to my second point, the test weekend. This is a
great experience for any K9 SAR handler The things you learn by walking other han-

dlers tests and the friendships that are formed are priceless. | know this is a commit-

ment but | ask that y ou all consider going, at least once. Report by Bryan Bennett

LoaisTics /D 1spaTcH NEws:

SAR Line Inspection —There were some recommendations that came from the line
inspection that was done on Search & Rescue for CALEA. One of these ecommenda-
tions was that mandatory training records and certificates be kept in one place. A
suggestion was also made that an inventory of all Search & Rescue equipment needs
to be done. The more expensive equipment should have county property tags. There
should also be sign out sheets for equipment that is used. Team leaders should com-
plete an annual review and inventory of all equipment. Over all the conclusion of the
line inspection was that the unit is well maintained, well trained, and a great asset to
the community and Sheriff's Office. Don Olsen mentioned that this a good opportuni ty
to put to use the goals and objectiv es that he covered in the last meeting.

SAR Teams Software —We are planning on implementing a new system to use as
tracking for our members and missions. The MRA has announced this as a benetito
member teams free of charge. This is a web-based program that will track atten-
dance, member information, missions, trainings and meetings. This will be a great
resource for leaders to keep track of their members (as outlined in the latest dir ectives
and as part of team goals and objectives) as well as members taking more ownership
of their status.

A BRIEF LIST OF SAR TEAMSFEA'URESAS LISTED IN THE MRA MERIDIAN.

1. SAR Teams tracks mission detals, attendance and total person hours.

2. SAR Teams tracks training details, attendance and total person hours.

3. SAR Teams tracks member attendance and percentage for all events.

4. SAR Teams provides attendance details available to any assigned member
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5. Administrative features can be assigned independenty or collectively to individual
members to: manage members, events, locations, positions, status/rank, vehicles,
equipment, certifications, attendance and more.

To test out this new pr ogram, please visit www.sarteams.com, use the name of “gus”
and password “gus”.

There will be a task force of Meg Fogg, Sheri Trbovich and Don Olsen working to get
this implemented within the next month and ha ve a training for members during the
March 3 meeting. Each member will be responsible for updating their inf ormation
when and if it changes (phone numbers, address, certifications, etc.). Team leaders
will use this program to input attendance and verify that members are within our
attendance standards. Please emal Meg at mfogg@backcountrycom if you have any
guestions about this program prior to its implementation and tr aining. Meg Fogg

As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications change ,
please send Meg F©gg a message so she can update the database.

MounTeED SAR NEws:

The mounted team is hibernating.
MebicaL NEws:

Upper Extremity Injuries by Steve Ericson: The musculosleletal system provides the
ability for movement and protection of vital organs. Some of the injuries that oc cur include
fractures, joint dislocations, joint sprains, and muscle strains. A fracture is a break in the
continuity of the bone. A dislocation is a disruption of the joint in volving a partial or com-
plete tear of the | igaments supporting the bone ends. A sprain is a joint injury wher e the
ligaments are partially or completely torn f rom the bone ends allowing the bone ends to
dislocate from their normal anatomic position. A strain is an extreme stretching or a partial
tear of the muscle fibers. All of the above injuries cause pain in varying degrees, sweling
and ecchymosis (discoloration of the skin associated with bruising). All of the above injuries
may also cause impaired movement, sensation and circulation.

The mechanism of injury (MOI) may be from direct impact, indirect forces, twisting
forces or high energy forces. Direct impact is an injury to the point of impact causing

a fracture or any of the other injuries ci ted above. Indirect force may cause injuries
distant from the point of impact. Fractures resulting from twisting force are spiral
fractures (commonly found in injuries of the tibia and fibula of the lower leg). High-
energy impacts frequently cause multiple injuries to many body parts.

When assessing these injuries, after the initial assessment, use the DCAP-BLS for
the focused exam.

D deformities

C contusions

A abrasions

P punctures, penetrations

B burns, bleeding

T tenderness

L lacerations

S swelling

If bleeding is present, cover with a dry sterile dressing and apply direct pressure to
control the bleeding. Apply the appropriate splint. Evaluate circulation, motion, sen-
sation (CMS) both before and after splinting. Apply cold packs to reduce sweling.

In upper extremity injuries, the clavicle is the most commonly fractured bone. If a

person falls with the arm partial ly abducted (held away from the body) the f orce is
transmitted directly to the clavicle, likely fracturing it. The skin will be “tented” up

over the fracture. The joint between the cla vicle and acromion process of the scapula
is named the acromioclavicular joint (A/C) joint. This joint is spr ained or separated
when the patient f alls forward and impacts the point of the shoulder. The injury will
appear as a “shelf-like” deformity.

The shoulder joint is where the head of the humerus meets the glenoid f ossa of the
scapula. It is the most commonly dislocated large joint of the body . The humeral head
will dislocate anteriorly, coming to lie in front of and inf erior to the cor acoids process
of the scapula as a result of forced abduction (away from the midline) and external

Kris setting
horizontal
pickett.
Photos by
Roy West

Group shot- climb team 01-10-09

Out for a Friday snowmobile familiarization ride. Pho-

tos furnished by Jeff Malan
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Photos by
John Sohl

Brandon
showing
John what
to take a
picture of.

The 155 mm howitzer was awesome, we all wanted
to fire it, but good sense prevailed, dang it all.

rotation of the arm. Shoulder dislocations are extremely painful. The patient will hold
the dislocated arm away from the chest wall (abducted) with the forearm externally
rotated. The shoulder will appear “squared off” and “flat tened”. A diagnostic field test
for this injury is to ask the patient to touch the opposi te shoulder with the fingers of the
injured arm. With a true dislocation, the patient wi Il not be able to accomplish this
task. The humerus (upper arm bone) can fracture proximal (near the shoulder), mid-
shaft, or distally (near the elbow). The tr eatment for a proximal fracture is a padded
short splint under a sling and swath secured to the chest wall.

For a mid-shaft fracture, if the CMS function of the hand is normal, apply a padded
long-arm sam splint with a sling and swath. Recheck CMS For a distal fracture immo-
bilize the arm in a long—arm sam splint, molded to conf orm to the angle of the elbow
with a sling and swath. I n either case, if the CMS is abnormal apply axial traction and
follow above splinting procedure checking CMS again after spinting.

Supracondylar of the humerus or olecranon process of the ulna and radial head fractures
often involve neurovascular functions. (These are the names of the bone ends that f orm
the elbow joint.) These injuries can be worsened by excessive manipulation of the joint.
Assessment of CMS is ctical. Treatment consists of splinting the injury in the posi tion
found with a sam splint molded to the angle of the elbow . Wrap the splint with self
adhering roller gauze and support the splint with a sling and swath. If CMS is abnormal,
transport to a hospital is urgent. If the hand is pulseless and tr ansport is more than one
hour to a hospital then one attempt to r estore circulation may be considered.

Fractures of the forearm require a padded splint the length of the f orearm. Typically you
should immobilize the joints on either side of a fracture, however, if the fracture is near
the wrist y ou do not need to immobi lize the elbow. The hand is cupped over a gauze roll
held in the palm. The splint is secured with roller gauze including the hand but leaving the
fingers exposed for assessment. A sing and swath will add comfort and support.

Sprains, dislocations, fractures, and lacerations of the hand can result in permanent
disability and cosmetic concerns. Other than minor lacerations hand injuries should be
examined by a hand surgeon. Treatment includes forming the hand into a position of
function using roller gauze in the palm with a sam splint conforming to the wrist and
hand secured by roller gauze, again, leaving the tips of the fingers exposed f or ongo-
ing assessment of circulation. Apply a sling and swath and recheck CMS

In conclusion, because the upper extremities are vital to daily activities their care is
urgent. Definitive medical care is necessary (Much of the inf ormation in this article is
from the 4th edition of Outdoor Emergency Car by the National Ski Patrol.)

OHV/M otorcycLE NEws:

Jeff Stark mentioned that he would | ike some type of certification for the motor-
cycles . Sgt. Toll thought it would be a good idea to get a f ew people state certified.

WINTER REscud/S NowcAT NEws:

On Jan. 10" the Snowmobile team and Ski team meet at the radio tower by
Powder Mountain, for some joint tr aining. We towed the ski team out of the bot tom of
Davenport canyon. It w as good to be able to see Powder Mountain in the daylight
without zero visibility. Everyone had a great time. On Jan 16"-17" Craig Gordon put on
the annual avalanche presentation. Friday night w as at the Sheriff’'s complex, Saturday
was at Power Mountain. He always puts on a great and informative class. If anyone
needs to take an avalanche class br certification, let me know because there is a class
at Powder Mountain that is coming up.

Next month for our Saturday training  we will be working with our GPSs at Monte
Cristo area, so make sure you can come on Feb 7"". We will meet at the parking lot at

8 am. You will need your GPS so we can get your tracks of the days ride. We should be
done before noon, so you will have time to ride.

If anyone is planning on the Winter Survival Seminar ~ on Feb 20122, we will need
your name by the Feb training meeting. Report by Gary Stoker

PreventaTivVE SAR NEws:

The Ogden Cty CERT class is going on now. Weber County will be starting soon.
Please contact Jef Stark if you are able to help.
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MEmMBER HIGHLIGHT ScT. BRANDON ToLL BY KATHY BENNETT

Happy New Year to all of you and your families. We will start this y ear by highlighting
our esteemed leader Sergeant Brandon Toll. Brandon has

been married to his high school sweetheart, Melodie, for 15

years. They have two children, Paige is 11 years old and

Conner is 8 years old. They relocated from Eden to the North

Ogden area. Melodie is the nurse manager at the McKay

Dee Sumical Center Brandon is a sergeant for Weber County

Sheriff's Department and is the Search and Rescue Director

of Operations.

Brandon became interested in law enforcement because of
his interaction with police officers while working as a lab
tech in the emergency room at McKay Dee Hospial. He has
currently been involved with law enforcement for 12 years.
Brandon enjoys his job but his first lo ve is with the search
and rescue. He would like to make Lieutenant some day but
would like to stay involved with the search and rescue team.

In his spare time he enjoys riding his Harley Davidson motorcycle. He had the oppor-
tunity to attend the Harley gathering in Sturgess two times. Brandon would like to
travel to Europe someday and would enjoy visiting Italy and A ustria.

Brandon would like to express to the WCSSAR members his respect to each of them for
their dedication and hard work. “I am impr essed with the pr ofessionaism and dedica-
tion of the members. | ha ve a high respect for the training that they commit to and
their dedication, sacrifice and love for helping people. This is a tremendous benefit to
the Weber County Sheriff’'s Office and it's citizens.”

Our organization is only as strong as the membership and leaders. Brandon has been
involved with search and rescue for 10 years and because of his dedication t allows us
to become the best search and rescue organization possible. Each of us ae thankful
for your love and commitment to our communi ty both for your service in search and
rescue and for your law enforcement work. We are proud to have you as a leader and
friend and look forward to continued success under your leadership as WCSSAR.

FinaL NoOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Sgt. Brandon Toll
“radio man”

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles and pictures for the newsletter. This long
newsletter is a reflection of a work that is by and for our team. Special thanks to Angie
Turner for the minutes and John for proofreading. Rick, you're theory about having callouts
while we John and | are in Florida was accurate—there were two while we were away
December The karma must still be active as there were also two callouts in January.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net, sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy _bennettl@comcast.net

The many faces
of Brandon Toll.

Lt. Malan
and Dep.
Toll at
Causey
Reservoir.

Toll,
Malan
and Kris
Harrop at
Davies
Cabin.

Member
apprecia-
tion
picnic...

Dep. Toll
cleans
up his
act for
CALEA
(left) and
with
even
more spit
and
polish
(below).
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This is the map of our search area from the Powder Mountain lost snowboarder rescue of 1/21/09. The softw are we use is
National Geographic’s TOPO! Tracks from team member’s GPS unis can be downloaded to the computer and placed onto the
map showing the area searched by the team member. On the screen, each track is separated and labeled to show whose
track appears in a given area. The colors of the tracks are just to help sort the v arious tracks visualy.

Individual waypoints are entered whenever a team calls their location into IC along wi th pertinent finds and i f we’re lucky the
final location of our search target. The total pictur e of tracks and waypoints helps the folks in IC determine whether a
particular area was sufficiently covered and where to send teams for the next search.

As you can see from this map, it is vital that each team member clear their previous tracks so that we are only downloading
the immediate search area. | hope this explanation helps everyone understand a little of what we do in IC. Report by Sheri
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