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TRAINING  CALENDAR

MARCH 2008
01 Avalanche Level II on Satur day ....................................................................................... Mike J.
01 Climb Training, Weber Rocks, WSU, 8 am ........................................................................ Rick S.
01 Dive/K9 training, Pineview at Wind Surfer Beach, 9 am..................................................... Rick G.
04 Meeting—Crime Scene Preservation, Radio Protocol, WCSO, 7 pm ............................ Sgt. Chad F.
08 Powder Mtn. f amiliarization training w/ K9, micr owave tower 9:30 am .............. Steve E., Bryan B.
21 Ski the Moon, Snowbasin to Art Nord, 6 pm .................................................................... Mike F.

APRIL
01 Hep. B shots, ti ter check, physical fitness test, WCSO, 6 pm .................................... Sgt. Chad F.
01 Meeting, Swiftwater, WCSO, 7 pm ..................................................................... Lane M., Don O.
05 Swiftwater Training, Riverdale, 9 am ............................................................................. Lane M.

17, 24 First Care Course, WCSO (series of 4 classes), 7 pm...................................................... Steve E.
18 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.
19 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

TBA K9 Cadaver Course................................................................................................... Michelle C.

MAY
01, 08 First Care Course, WCSO (series of 4 classes), 7 pm...................................................... Steve E.
06 Meeting, Climbing, WCSO, 7 pm ..................................................................................... Rick S.
10 Climb Training, Via Ferrata .............................................................................................. Rick S.
17 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

TBA Box Elder Desert Survival ................................................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.
TBA Zebra Mussel search, Pineview........................................................................................ Rick G.

JUNE
03 Meeting, ATV classroom and written test f or certification, WCSO, 7 pm ............... Sgt. Brandon T.
07 ATV certification, Motorcycles, Monte parking lot, 8 am .................................... Lyman S., Jeff S.
21 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

TBA Climb Training, scree evac .............................................................................................. Rick S.

JULY
08 Meeting, WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
12 Training, Climbing high angle .......................................................................................... Rick S.
19 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

AUGUST
05 Meeting, WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
19 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

SEPTEMBER
02 Meeting, WCSO, 7 pm ..............................................................................................................
06 Training ...................................................................................................................................
20 MSAR ride, Location and time TBA................................................................................ Allen M.

TBA City of Rocks .................................................................................................................. Roy W.

EVENTS CALENDAR

MAY
29-31 NASAR Conference, Colorado Springs, CO............................................................... Sgt. Chad F.

JUNE
19-20 MRA Conference, Stowe, VT ........................................................................................... Roy W.

AUGUST
06-09 Weber County Fair .................................................................................................. Sgt. Chad F.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are in the main WCSO building.
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FEBRUARY 2008 C ALLOUTS

2/4/08 LaPlatta:  Snowmobiler went in on 2/2/08 to sho vel snow off of his tr ailer. The
individual called his father and advised him that he didn’ t think he could mak e it out on his
snowmobile and he would stay the night in his tr ailer. The subject woke up the next
morning and found snow up to the windows in his tr ailer. He again tried to ride out and
could not make it and ended up staying the night again. Call out to the winter team w as
made and 7 members showed up to assist. They made a trail for him to ride out on.

2/7/08 Causey Estates:  Family members called and reported two overdue 70 YO males.
The family gave Sgt. Toll the GPS coordinates of the cabin they wer e staying in. Sgt. Toll
located the vehicle in the parking lot; he then contacted Deput y Horton to bring the count y
snow cat up. Sgt. Toll and Deputy Horton made contact wi th the two males who wer e
exhausted. The individuals stated that they had not been able to ride their snowmobiles
out so they called a friend with a snow cat to help get them out. They wer e able to follow
the snow cat tr acks but took a wrong turn and ended up having to leave their snowmobiles
and hike back to the cabin. Sgt. Toll transported one of the males out in the snow cat whi le
Deputy Horton and the other subject r ode the snowmobiles back out. The two were very
grateful for the ef forts of Sgt. Toll and Deputy Horton and donated $100 to Search &
Rescue.

2/16/08 Powder Mountain:  4 missing snowboarders. The subjects made contact with
the lodge on their cel l phones. Diamond Peak had their helicopter in the area and the
individuals stated that the hel icopter had flown over them. Diamond Peak was able to
locate and pick up the individuals; whi le they were in the process of doing this they also
located three skiers following the same trail. The snowboarders were dropped off and the
helicopter went back and picked up the skiers.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

The Importance of Training —Recently, the department supported the Mantua Family
Ice Fishing Day by providing information and demonstrations on Ice Safety. It w as not a
really big deal to go up and do the ev ent and f rom a demonstration stand point i t really was
not all that har d to pul l together. I am howev er fairly certain that the images of our team
members getting into the icy w ater did make an impact. Of the several hundred people
that saw the demo ther e might only be a f ew that would r ecall much of the inf ormation
provided. The point is that some wi ll, and a great deal more of them may think twice
before stepping out onto the ice next time.

Oft times we think of tr aining as something that we look to gain f rom solely. The reality is
that we have an impact on others too and sometimes the lessons we teach are more
meaningful than the lessons we learn. There are times that I wonder how big an impact
outdoor recreation education has had on preventing us from being activated in a callout.
We may never know that answer but I am con vinced that as SAR members, when we have
an opportunity to teach, demonstrate our skills, or pass along the information we have to
others, we are not the only ones who benefi t f rom the experience.

Winter Seminar —The winter seminar was again an enjoyable event. Many people de-
serve our thanks and appreciation for the ef fort extended to put on a qual ity activity of this
size. SAR members from several counties in addition to our own r eceived valuable training
and instruction. Dr. Joan Thompson of WSU provided us with some amazing information in
her talk “Extreme Nutrition: What SAR Needs to Know” covering nutri tional management
in extreme energy expenditure activities like we see in SAR. Brandon Toll, John Sohl, Steve
Ericson, Nathan Foster, Jed McDermott, Kimball Kelsey, Kris Harrop, Rich Schroeder, Jeff
Stark, Lane McPheeters, and many others did a terri fic job to mak e the weekend interest-
ing and rewarding. On behalf of the entir e team, Thank you for all of your efforts!

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES

We would like to welcome Andrew Davis  as our newest member. Andrew is 19 years old,
never been married with no children. He currently works at SN Custom Railing as a welder. He
has been a welder for one year. He graduated from Roy High. Andrew likes to fish, hunt, 4-
wheel and snowboard. He will be a member of the ATV team. Andrew wanted to become
involved with WCSSAR to have the “opportuni ty to help out.” We look forward to get ting know
Andrew and having him as an active part of our team. Report by Kathy Bennett.

WCSSAR had the pleasure this last month participating in a Avalanche I course taught
by Craig Gordon  from the Utah Avalanche Center. This course was put on at no cost to
the organization or the members. The course was a 2 day event that certi fied our members

Craig Gordon exchanges the snow block above for
an appreciation check from WCSSAR. Photo by
Kathy Bennett

Bryan Bennett, Sgt. Chad Ferrin and Jeff Malan  gather
for the Mock Search exercise
at the Monte parking lot on 02/
09/08. Photo by John Sohl

Sgt. Brandon Toll suits up
to begin ferrying patients
out into the field. Photo by
Jim Stoddard

Craig taught the Avalanche I course for the
WCSSAR Winter Team this year. Photo provided by
Kathy Bennett

Bryan Bennett presents Craig Gordon from the Utah
Avalanche Center with a check at the Rocky
Mountain Sledders benefit. Photo by Kathy Bennett



in Avalanche I preparedness. Craig Gordon volunteered his time and expertise for the 2
days in order to help the WCSSAR with certi fication requirements. Upon completion of the
weekend it was determined to be an excellent course and benefit to our gr oup. The decision
was made to donate $350.00 to the Utah Avalanche Center to show our appreciation.

Bryan Bennett was able to attend a fund raiser put on by the Rocky Mountain Sledders to
benefit the Avalanche Center. At the r ecognition banquet Bryan presented Craig Gordon
with the check and a thank y ou from the WCSSAR. Craig was overwhelmed with grati-
tude. He told the cr owd that when v olunteer organizations come together the outcome is
positive. He said that not only did both or ganizations benefit f rom working together but in
the long run our communities would benefit.

We look forward to having Craig Gordon return to WCSSAR. Report by Kathy Bennett.

A committee was set up to review the directives . Bryan Bennett wi ll head the committee
with Meg Fogg and Sheri. A rough draft of suggested changes will be presented at the
next executive meeting. See Logistics News section for details.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

Mock Search —The snowmobile team held a very successful mock search on Feb. 9 th.
With the help of non snowmobi le team members that served as victims, three separate
scenarios were set up for the teams. A new search strategy was used that involved
specific search areas defined by four GPS coordinates forming a box. The feedback was
that these defined search areas made the job of covering an area easier. It wi ll also allow
us to determine “Probability of Detection” per centages.

This training was very important due to the lack of r eal searches this year. We had a great
a turn out and i t allowed the team members to work under r eal life circumstances without
all of the pr essure. I know I am the team leader and ma ybe a litt le partial, but I, along
with the r est of the WCSSAR leadership, was very impressed with the r esults and the
efficiency of the team. Report by Bryan Bennett.

Winter Survival Seminar

The seminar was a great success this year with around 60 people from WCSSAR, Box
Elder County SAR and the Rocky Mountain Rescue Dogs in attendance. On Friday night
we began with a class on bivys and emergency shelters by Nathan Foster and John Sohl
followed by a soda can stove making class by Jed McDermott. I ha ve never seen so many
adults avidly concentrating on bui lding these nifty litt le stoves—and the fun did not end
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The Winter Team begins gathering for the mock search.
Photo by Branden Loock

All the comforts of home in the new Monte of fice.
Photo by Branden Loock

The set up for IC in the Monte of fice is deluxe!
Photo by Branden Loock

Sgt. Toll and Jeff Malan transport the Stoddards out into
the field. Photo by Nathan Foster

Kurt Hadfield waits for his ride.
Photo by Jim Stoddard

Nathan Foster in turn bui lds a deluxe
snow cave—looks comfy. Photos by
John Sohl

John Sohl
prepares to
hunker down in
his snow cave.
Now you see
him... Photos by
Nathan Foster

Bill and Jim Stoddard enjoy a beautiful sunset and cozy fire. Photo by Jim Stoddard
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with Friday night as the stove manufacturing continued on into Saturday.

To continue the fun with bivy ’s, several team members ventured outside on Friday night
and dug snow shelters or just camped out under the clouds in v arious examples of bivy’s
and emergency bags. John Sohl brought in several types of bivys and mentioned that he
wanted to try wearing a bal l cap hat to see if i t would keep a fully zipped bivy bag off of his
face. His report in the morning w as a total success!

On Saturday morning, we began the day with a class on patient and rescuer nutrition by
Dr. Joan Thompson of Weber State University. Dr. Thompson filled us in on the background
science behind how our bodies process food and how to keep ourselves fueled, hydrated
and running at top perf ormance during searches. She also touched on the proper way to
rehydrate and fuel our ambulatory patients and final ly the proper nutri tion to f uel our
bodies to recover from the stress of a SAR event. Thanks very much to Dr. Thompson for
her nutrition class.

Following the nutri tion class were four sessions of round-robin instruction, including fir e
starting by Kris Harrop, first aid b y Steve Ericson and Kurt Hadfield, snow shelters by Lane
McPheeters and litter raising and lowering by John Sohl.

Finally, came the GPS/beacon competition where four teams competed for some of the
fabulous prizes that were donated for the seminar. Nathan Foster, Rick Schroeder, Lane
McPheeters, and Jeff Stark spent an amazing amount of time planning, scouting and
setting up the competi tion. Although there were a few snafus, all-in-all the event was
thoroughly successful.

Throughout the thr ee days of the seminar, raffle tickets were drawn and prizes awarded to
the lucky winners. These goodies were solicited for our team by Kimball Kelsey, without
whose support the seminar would have cost us much more. Kudos to Kimball!

We rounded out the r est of Saturday with John Sohl sharing his presentation of the heavily
publicized Mt. Hood recovery from Dec. 2006 and his newest version of Avalanche Aware-
ness using ALP TRUTh. The Mt. Hood search was full of photos taken by the rescue teams
that were on the search and showed an SAR insiders view like was never seen in the news.
ALP TRUTh is a new way to remember what to look f or when in avalanche country. It is the
result of carefully studying over 1400 avalanche accidents. Very briefly i t means: A = new
Avalanche activity in the past 48 hours. L = Loading by wind or snow in the past 48 hours.
P = avalanche Path obvious even to a novice. T = Terrain Trap. R = Rating, by the
avalanche forecasting center, of considerable or above. U = Unstable snow (collapsing,
cracking, hollow). Th = Thawing conditions (recent warming from air, sun, rain).

The shooting competition on Sunday morning was a lot of f un. The weather conditions
were less than ideal—it was windy and snowing making the contest more challenging. Lt.
Doug Coleman, Dep. Matt Pittman and Jeff Malan set up the course and conducted the
judging as well. Each person wore snowshoes and used a handgun of their choice (what-
ever they brought). The tar gets were made of steel and were hung from the tr ees. There
were six stations to shoot f rom with 18 tar gets total, each competitor shooting once at
each one. The contest began by having the team members starting at a staging ar ea and
then running to the mark ed areas to shoot from and the tar gets ranged from 10 yds. to 50
yds. It w as a timed event, so the most di fficult part w as to not trip whi le running wi th the
snowshoes on. There were a few who did face plant in the snow. Kris Harrop, WCSSAR
placed first, Jason Hansen from Box Elder SAR came in second and Shaun Palm, WCSSAR
won the thir d prize. Shooting competition report by Sgt. Brandon Toll.

We will be publishing a series of articles from the classes that were presented at the

Scott Nelson
helps ferry
everyone from
the parking lot to
the Environmen-
tal Center for the
start of the
Winter Survival
Seminar. Photo
by Becky Burt

Nathan Foster and John Sohl
conduct the bivy
class. Photo by
Sheri

Steve Ericson tries out Kris’ deluxe down
pad. Photo by Sheri

“Concentration”  or “Plays well
with scissors” Photo by Sheri

Enthusiasm abounds for making these litt le stoves. Photos by Jim StoddardJed McDermott begins the stove
making class. Photo by Sheri

The Environmental Center provides a
great place
to hold
winter
classes.
Photo by Jim
Stoddard

Everyone gets a
chance to
examine the
bivys. Photo by
Jim Stoddard
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Winter Survival Seminar. The first of these wi ll be a presentation of Nathan Foster’s re-
search on the Adventure Medical Thermo-Lite 2 and emergency bags:

Nathan Foster conducted the bivy and emergency bag class on Friday night at the Winter
Survival Seminar. Throughout the winter, Nathan was testing various of these emergency
shelters in an effort to find an economical y et effective way for our team members to
hunker down overnight on a backcountry r escue in any weather. I know man y of you will
find this surprising, but Nathan’s enthusiasm for this project also infected John Sohl—both
of whom spent a f ew nights sleeping out on the snow banks in their backy ards.

Below are some of the results from Nathan’s research—the full version will be posted on
the website. Bottom l ine, he likes the Adventure Medical Thermo-Lite 2 wi th some personal
modifications—the major one being to replace the velcro strip closures with a zipper. John
is planning to submit a grant proposal to the Mountain Rescue Association to further our
research into how best to modi fy this l ight weight y et durable bag for emergency use by
our team. Jed McDermott has also volunteered to install the zipper modifications for a
reasonable cost so that we’ll have several of these bags on hand in the cl imb trailer as well
as for individual use should a team member so desire.

Nathan’s data for Thermo-Lite 2 unmodified

11/23/2007  Out in the backyard on grass—temperature 20 °F. I w as inside the Thermo-Lite 2 bag
dressed in layers as I would be on a r escue minus boots and outer shell. (Ed. note: John’s going to
have a fit over the temperature scale, but there you go, he’s not wri ting the newslet ter anymore...)

10 pm—with a foam pad inside bivy there is very litt le room to move around with out the bag’ s velcro
side closures becoming unattached.

11 pm—I moved the foam pad outside of bivy to make more room inside for comfort.

1 am—my feet became cold and I went back inside the house. ( There was a noticeable difference in
temperature from inside the bivy to the outside air temper ature even though the bivy had gaps in the
side closure in between the velcro pieces where warm air escaped and cold air entered.

Thermo-Lite 2 with modifications

I r emoved the velcro and added draw string around top and a zipper to the side of the bivy . I then used
an inside/outside remote thermometer f or taking temperature readings inside and outside of the bivy.

12/14/2007  There was 1” of snow on the gr ound this evening. The inside/outside remote thermom-
eter has a 0.3 °F variance and updates every 45 seconds. I dressed in layers as I would be on a r escue
minus boots and outer shell. I had m y Sorrel boots and hand warmers ready to use.

11:30 pm—I put the f oam pad on the snow in our backyard and used the bivy on top of the pad. The
outside air temperature was 34 °F and inside the bivy it was 55 °F. The inside temperature sensor was
setting on the pad, not in dir ect contact with my body.

Above, Sgt. Ferrin demonstrates determination...or
is turning into a v ampire. Photo by Jim Stoddard

Jed pours mouthwash into a completed stove. The mouthwash  does
not provide a good flame Photos by Sheri

And finally, success!
Photo by Sheri

Now Jed tries using
Heet as a fuel in the
stove and the result is
considerably better.

Stoves are being lit
everywhere! Photos
by Sheri

The stove making efforts extend into Saturday and everyone tries their hand at making these cool l itt le stoves. Of course Matt
Pittman has to try whi te fuel and the results are spectacular. Chad has decided not to look...Photos by Becky Burt
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I took measurements throughout the night as the outside temper ature dropped. There is at least a 20
°F. difference in temperature from inside the bivy to the outside. I plan to do another experiment wi th
the thermometer sending uni t outside and the r eceiving unit inside a snow cave or trench.

Advanced Medical Emergency Bag

1/26/2008 —I dug a tr ench with a smaller opening so that i t was covered with one emergency
blanket. I put the emer gency bag on my foam pad.

8:45 pm—Outside 19 °F. I nside trench 37 °F. I notice a big di fference this time with a bet ter seal. Same
rescue clothing as before with boots on and no gloves.

9:15 pm—Outside 15 °F. I nside trench 35 °F. I l it a candle.

9:45 pm—Outside 18 °F. I nside trench 41 °F. I mo ved the thermometer inside the emer gency bag.

10:30—Outside 21 °F. I nside bag 50 °F. There was condensation inside the emergency bag and I
found it to be annoying so at this point I went inside.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

This section provides additional details on select training events. For all training events,
see the calendar on page 1 and the individual team sections.

March 4 th , Tuesday general meeting, WCSO

Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for a session on Crime Scene Preservation and Evidence
Handling  for the March 4th team meeting. Jeff Stark and Sgt. Ferrin wi ll also include some
K9 specific instruction wi th this tr aining—what to do and not to do when K9’ s are involved
in a search. Accompanying this class will be a review of radio protocol.

We have scheduled a training at Powder Mountain to replace the “Davies Cabin Ride”
on March 8th. Details appear in the Winter Team News section.

Mike Fogg is continuing his series of backcountry ski training events, “Ski the Moon”  planned
for a weekend night closest to the f ull moon in March and April (snow permitting.) The next
one will be Snowbasin to Art Nord. The dates are: Mar. 21st and Apr. 18th (if there’s snow).

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
Laci and Conner Grant —Sgt. Ferrin requested the information and prices on the dive
communications equipment again. We would like to submit for this grant ASAP so please
get all grant information to Sgt. Ferrin.

Mike Fogg mentioned that  Backcountry.com  USA has a lot of returns that they would l ike
to donate to search and rescue for a sale similar to the Cabelas clothing and equipment
donation. The executive committee asked that Mike investigate the details on our behalf.

Kris Harrop demon-
strates various methods
to start a fir e. Photos
by Meg Fogg

Friday night, the intr epid seek to experiment with the emergency bivys in snow caves and shelters. Lane McPheeters shovels a snow cave at left and Kimball
Kelsey creates a show shelter f rom the emergency blankets demonstrated in the evening class. Photos by Nathan Foster

Below, on Saturday
morning, Dr. Joan
Thompson gives a
nutrition class. Photo by
Sheri

Photos by
Becky Burt

Lane McPheeters
conducts snow
shelter classes.
Photo by John Sohl

A variety of snow caves
and shelters were dug
during the class. Photos
by Becky Burt

John tries out one of Doug
Levitt’s bivys with a ball
cap to keep the fabric off
of his face. Photo by
Nathan Foster
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CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
For a description of the “Ski the Moon”  series, see Training Section above.

Weber State University’s Weber Rocks  is now open for business. If you’re interested in
more information, the web si te is: ht tp://departments.weber .edu/wr c/weberrocks.asp. We
have scheduled a WCSSAR climb team tr aining session at Weber Rocks for Saturday, March
1st from 8–10 am. Call Rick Schroeder for details.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
March’s training— Saturday the 1st at 9 am at Wind Surfer Beach—we will be going up to
Pineview Reservoir to do an ice dive training in conjunction wi th the K9 Team. Our goal for
this training will be to take a look at a vehicle located by some ice fishermen while they
were using an underwater camera system.

There will be a fair amount of equipment to tak e to the div e site and we wi ll need help with
hauling our gear and equipment to the si te, along wi th cut ting a hole in the ice and
removing some snow. Divers will need help with their gear and help wi th get ting in and out
of the water. The K9 team will be training with us also. If y ou have any questions. Call Rick
Goodliffe

April’s Training— Saturday the 5 th, Location Riverdale, Time TBA, Swift w ater Training.
Rick Goodliffe.

K9 N EWS:
Wilderness/K9 News:  Kurt Hadfield and Mike Otto attended a cadaver seminar pre-
sented by Janet Wilts with High Country K9. They studied cadaver theory, imprinted Kiezer
and Maggie with cadaver and introduced a passive alert. Two search problems where set
up, the first w as a building search and the second a multi floor search. Kiezer and Maggie
made excellent progress. Kurt and Mike feel that the seminar was informative and will be
sharing what they learned at f uture trainings.

The newest K9 member to join the WCSSAR team is Bode. He is a one year old Golden
Retriever and his handler is Michael Carlisle. Bryan Bennett has accepted the position as
our Testing and Training Coordinator. Bryan has spent a lot of time, money and har d work
towards his training with Jackie. Jackie has progressed into a top notch Search Dog be-
cause of this.

Winter Spa? Don Olsen and Rick Goodliffe along with Sgt. Ron Kendell conducted safety demonstrations during the second annual Brigham City Ice Fishing
Festival at Mantua Reservoir in January. Photos provide by Ron Kendell

Litter raising classes were instructed by John Sohl. Each group started by hand carrying the l itter up the steep slope in
deep snow, then they used the r aising system which was significantly easier. Photos by John Sohl

Challenging medical extractions were staged by
Steve Ericson and Kurt Hadfield.
Photos by John Sohl

Many attendees had never tried this bef ore but did
well with only a l itt le help. Photos by John Sohl

Allen
Melle, a
patient
patient...
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Koda, one of Weber County’s new Search and Rescue K9s will be competing in dock
jumping March 13th-16th at the Salt Lake International Sportsman’s Exposition center Koda
is currently ranked 8th nationally with the Splash Dogs Dock Jumping Circuit in 2007. His
longest jump was 23.3 feet from the end of the dock to splashdown. Some of the Nations
best dock-jumping dogs wi ll be competing in this event and it is one of the cr owd favor-
ites. It is a gr eat show for any outdoor enthusiast to at tend.

Michelle and Kate attended the WBR dog school at The Canyons, Park City and Deer
Valley Resorts. The training included article drills, multi burials and helicopter operations.
They where deployed by helicopter into an avalanche scenario, single burial. This enabled
the handlers to evaluate the adaptability of their dogs to go f rom hot load and unload and
then directly into a search situation. Kate did great work and Michelle learned new tech-
niques to share with our K9 team.

I’m r eally pleased with the tr aining that our K9 teams are receiving and admire the dedi-
cation and time that ev eryone puts in. Report by Michelle Carlisle.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications  change ,
please send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

Meg Fogg mentioned at the executive committee meeting that she can get Northf ace coats
for a good discount price. She will bring in some samples of their coats for the team to try .

Update on the Monte building office —We used the Monte office for the February 9th

mock search and it was terrific! There are still a few more modifications that are planned
including installing a microwave and other amenities that wi ll make life pleasant for IC
and restorative for our rescued patients. Thanks to Jeff Malan and all of the others f or the
hard work in bui lding this great office!

Directives —The Executive Committee has decided to review and update the directives
of the WCSSAR. A committee consisting of Bryan Bennett, Sheri and Megan Fogg will
review the directives and offer up changes to the WCSSAR leadership. With the amazing
growth of our team, ther e are several areas of the directives that need to be addressed to
assist in the management of a team of this size. If y ou would like to look at the pr esent
directives, they are available on the WCSSAR website. The new version will replace them
when finished. Report by Bryan Bennett.

John Sohl has written up the  typing of our team resources  Weber County Sheriff’s
SAR Team Specific Information for the FEMA 508-8 resource definitions. This data will be
updated annually and be helpful in determining what ev ery agency has to offer in regards
to skill and resources.

The Sheriff has purchased 6 PLB beacons and detection equipment. Sgt. Ferrin wi ll
update the team on the detai ls and training for these beacons as soon as they arrive.

MEDICAL  NEWS:
Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for everyone who needs their second Hep B  shot (first shot at the
February meeting) to r eceive it at the Apri l 1st meeting at 6 pm. W e will also be checking
titers at this time.

The next First Care Course begins on April 17th and runs for 4 successive Thursdays
though May 8th starting at 7 pm. It is being held at WCSO annex and is the r equired
minimum medical training for all SAR members. This certification is good for three years.
If y our medical certification has expired (no matter what level, FC, OEC, EMT, etc.) then

And the race is
on to see who
can complete
their GPS/
beacon course
first. Photos by
Nathan Foster

Thanks to Archi and Becky for all the great cooking!
Photo by Becky Burt

The K9 team is also keeping busy this winter wi th
several training events. Jackie showing great
patient loyalty. Photo provided by Michelle Carlisle

Michael Carlisle
and Bode.
Photo provided
by Michelle
Carlisle

Kate and Michelle Carlisle working a search scenario at
the WBR dog school. Photo provided by Michelle Carlisle

Koda dock dive. Photo provided by
Michelle Carlisle

Back to
the
Winter
Survival
Semi-
nar...
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you must take this course. Please contact Steve Ericson if you have any questions or if you
need to verify your certification status. Our class also includes a professional rescuer CPR
course at the end.

There was a terrific class on rescuer and patient nutrition  given at the Winter Survival
Seminar by Dr. Joan Thompson of Weber State University. Dr. Thompson passed around
handouts of her PowerPoint presentation and we will have some additional copies of these
handouts at the March 4th general meeting.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
Allen Melle would like to begin some trail maintenance projects. Please contact him if
you are able to help.

SEARCH NEWS:
For a description of the Mock Search  from the Monte parking lot on February 9th—see
Bryan’s description in Previous Training Reports.

OHV NEWS

Nothing new.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
Powder Mountain Training —We have scheduled a training at Powder Mountain to
replace the “Davies Cabin Ride” on March 8th. With the addi tion of “Cat Skiing” at Powder
Mountain, we have a new terrain trap and search area that has been created with the
groomed trail leading to the ar ea and away from the resort boundaries. You have read in
this newsletter about a couple incidents that ha ve occurred recently. These incidents have
prompted this familiarization training of the area.

The Snowmobile team and the Ski team wi ll rendezvous at the microwave towers near
Hidden Lake at 9:30 am on the 8 th. The Snowmobile team will come over from the Monte
parking lot and the Ski team wi ll ski down from Hidden Lake. The snowmobile team will
need to be prepared to tow the ski team.  Report by Bryan Bennett.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark started a new CERT class at Ogden City on Jan 17th 6:30-9:30 pm. This class wi ll
run every Thursday for 9 weeks.  Please contact Jeff i f you are able to help.

SPECIAL  EVENT ADDED BY EDITOR ’S PEROGATIVE:
Ok, I don’ t often do this so y ou’ll have to forgive me for indulging in a bi t of pride. Last
night John Sohl and I at tended the Sheriff’s annual award’s banquet, held this year at

Weber State University’s ballroom. The evening was filled
with honoring a f ew of the many special people who
work and volunteer for the Sheriff’s Office and associ-
ated agencies as well as outstanding citizens. Two of
these are associated with our team.

Weber County Sheriff’s Office
Certificate of Commendation for the Year 2007

Awarded to Deputy Mark Horton

On January 14, 2007 you responded to a report of a
possible stuck Jeep. This occurred on Ant Flat road which
is closed for the winter and ac cessed by snowmobiles
only. Upon arrival you observed the possible glow of head-
lights in the darkness towards Ant Flat. When you honked

your horn, you were able to hear a faint horn sounding in the distance. You set out on f oot
walking towards the sound of the horn wi th the temper ature at -16 degrees. After approx.
half a mile you found a stranded mother, father and 3 children ages 7, 6 and a 5 month old
infant. You were able to lead the two older chi ldren back to your vehicle while carrying the
infant. Your actions exemplifies what it means to go above and beyond the call of dut y.

Weber County Sheriff’s Office
Search and Rescue Volunteer of the Year for the Year 2007

Awarded to John Sohl

John Sohl has served as the Weber County Sheriff’s Office Search and Rescue Volunteer
Coordinator for the past 10 years. During this time John has been instrumental in impr ov-
ing training, procedures, member qualifications, team readiness, and helped make our

I think Allen Melle
should have won best
dressed for the
shooting competition
on Sunday at the
Winter Survival
Seminar. Photo by
Sheri

Kris Harrop and the group from Rocky Mountain
Rescue Dogs head over to the shooting competi tion
in the snowcat. Photo by Sheri

Kris Harrop picks out his first place prize. Photos by
John Sohl

Shaun
Palm won
third
place.

Jason Hansen from Box Elder garnered second
place in the shooting competition.
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team respected throughout the r egion. In 2007 John
helped coordinate the national Mountain Rescue As-
sociation (MRA) Annual Conference held here in We-
ber County. John along with numerous other individu-
als put together a world class tr aining and event, do-
nating hundreds of hours in planning and preparing
for SAR members from other states to at tend. This
event has brought national recognition to Weber County
and the Sheriff’s Office. John stepped down as the
Volunteer Coordinator following the MRA Conference
in June yet has stayed active in all aspects of the team
and is a much respected SAR Professional amongst the SAR Community. Thanks John for
all you do for our Weber County SAR Team and the SAR Community.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT —MICHELLE  CARLISLE  BY KATHY BENNETT

The highlight this month is on Michel le Carlisle and Kate.
Michelle and Kate are one of our dog teams that ha ve been
with the WCSSAR for a litt le over a year. Kate is a 1 ½ y ear
old yellow lab. Kate is expected to receive some of her cer-
tifications this Spring. Michelle would like to certi fy Kate in
cadaver first. Michelle feels like this is challenging and there
is a shortage of good cadaver dogs in the state of Utah.
After this is accomplished Michelle will continue with Kate
through tracking, water and avalanche. Kate and Michelle
work with Wally Hendricks on training and certifying. Wally
does extensive work with Salt Lake County and Utah state
agencies. Michelle trains with Kate on an average of 10 hours
weekly. Being a competent Search and Rescue Dog Team is
a very time consuming endeavor for both handler and dog. Michelle is very dedicated
to her goals as a dog handler. Michelle is also involved with the ski team and supports
the climb team.

Michelle has been married to Mike for 3 years and resides in South Weber. They have
seven children between the two of them; six bo ys and one girl. Michelle was raised in
Weston, Idaho and considers herself a farm girl. Michelle has been on the ski patrol
for Snow Basin for 2 years and is current with her OEC training. She has been skiing
well over 20 years and has been on a patrol team for 6 years. Her hobbies include
skiing, fly fishing, camping and hiking. She would l ike to go Alaska to fly fish and see
the great pyramids in Egypt. Michelle has an identical twin sister that r esides in the
Salt Lake area.

Michelle recently accepted the position as Coordinator of the Summer Wi lderness K9
Team. She is very excited about this chal lenging position and has great support thr ough
other team members and is anxious to help new dog handlers. She will be scheduling
training to include current dog handlers and to encourage new dog handlers.

It is people l ike Michelle that continue to mak e this a great organization. The time that
is given by the members of this gr oup is incredible. Thank you Michelle and Kate for
your time and ef fort in making WCSSAR a great team.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to all those team members helping out wi th articles for the newsletter. Thanks
especially to Angie Turner  for taking the minutes at the Ex ecutive Committee.

Thanks also to everyone who sent me pictures for the newsletter—I had an over abun-
dance of images this time with the Mock Search and the Winter Survival Seminar. I
always want to include them al l and my most difficult task is choosing which wonderful
images to use. And finally, thanks to Kimball Kelsey who not only went out and scour ed
the community for donations for the Winter Survival Seminar, but he also designed the
great flyer and thank you to the donors page for the web site!

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net,
sheri@clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Lightning Ridge Mock Search 11/10/07
Photo by Branden Loock

Pineview Dive/K9 training 08/11/07
Photo by Kathy Bennett

Pineview Dive/K9
tr aining 09/08/07
Photos by John Sohl

K9 training 07/29/07 Michelle Carlisle visits with
patents before starting her pr oblem. Photo
provided by Karen Alexander.

Pineview Dive/K9 training 08/11/07
Photo by Sheri

Michelle Carlisle


