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TRAINING  CALENDAR

MARCH
03 Hep Shots and testing, WCSO, 6 pm ................................................................................ Robyn
03 Meeting: HIPAA regulations review and sarteam software, WCSO, 7 pm ............. Kathy B., Meg F.
06 Ski the Moon, Powder Mountain Baldy, 6 pm ................................................................... Mike F.
07 Sat. Training: Winter mock search and BBQ at Davies Cabin .................. Sgt. Brandon T., Gary S.
14 Dive/Airboat tr aining ....................................................................................... Kevin T., Dave C.

APRIL
07 Meeting: Water Ops and support, WCSO, 7 pm ................................................ Don O. & Lane M.
11 Sat. Training: Dive/Swiftwater + K9 w ater/shoreline training .......... Don O. & Lane M. + Bryan B.
11 K9 Wilderness practice, goal setting and training schedule ................................................Bryan B.
18 MSAR ride.................................................................................................................... Allen M.
18 Climb Training ................................................................................................................ Rick S.
23 First Care Course (4 successive Thursday evenings), WCSO, 7-10 pm ............................. Steve E.

TBA Airboat training ............................................................................................................. Dave C.

MAY
1,2,3 K9 Wilderness Seminar, Cris Goodhue, Test Preparation ...................................................Bryan B.
05 Pack Test, WCSO, 6 pm ..................................................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.
05 Meeting: Climb Training, rigging ...................................................................................... Rick S.
09 Sat. Training: Climb Training, raising and lowering, 9th St., 8 am ....................................... Rick S.
09 K9 Test Preparation ................................................................................................................Bryan B.
16 MSAR ride.................................................................................................................... Allen M.
16 K9 Test Preparation ................................................................................................................Bryan B.

22-25 K9 Test Weekend, Helena, MT ..............................................................................................Bryan B.

JUNE
02 Meeting: Life Flight heli class 7 pm, Heli. 8:15 pm, ATV written test .................... Sgt. Brandon T.
06 Sat. Training: ATV & motorcycles certification ride, Monte ................................. Lyman S., Jeff S.
13 K9 Cadaver, Training and introduction ..................................................................................Bryan B.

19, 20 MSAR ride, overnight, Causey ....................................................................................... Allen M.
27 K9 Air Scent, strategy and training drills ...............................................................................Bryan B.

JULY
07 Meeting: ..................................................................................................................................
11 Sat. Training: Climb Training ........................................................................................... Rick S.
11 K9 Water Training ..................................................................................................................Bryan B.

17-20 K9 Water Seminar and testing, Helena, MT ......................................................................... Bryan B.
18 MSAR ride.................................................................................................................... Allen M.

AUGUST
01 K9 Wilderness workout, all disciplines ..................................................................................Bryan B.
04 Meeting: ..................................................................................................................................
08 Sat. Training ............................................................................................................................
15 MSAR ride.................................................................................................................... Allen M.
22 K9 Wilderness testing, preparation for Labor Day Weekend ..............................................Bryan B.

SEPTEMBER
12 K9 Wilderness workout, all disciplines ..................................................................................Bryan B.
26 K9 Wilderness workout, all disciplines ..................................................................................Bryan B.

EVENTS CALENDAR

MARCH
1, 4, 5 Pineview Dive team fi lming event ................................................................................... Kevin T.

JUNE
23-28 MRA pre-conference and conference at Mt. Hood ........................................................... John S.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.

Cancelled
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JANUARY/F EBRUARY 2009 C ALLOUTS

Feb. 15 th , 2009—a Snowbasin client  rode his snowboard beyond the area
boundary and became separated from his friends in upper Coldwater Canyon.
The friends notified Snowbasin Patrol and I cal led Sgt. Brandon Toll requesting
permission to leave the resort in search of the missing person. I dispatched
Snowbasin patrollers Hans Hjelde and Cory Kruse at 4:26 pm. They located
the lost snowboarder and travelled with him down to the Smok ey the Bear
sign in Ogden Canyon arriving at 5:28 pm. Report by Mike Jenkins.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

2009 is off to a Great Start!

What a terri fic Winter Survival Seminar we just had. Tremendous thanks to the
team for once again bringing together a worth while, enjoyable, and informa-
tive experience. Attendance this year was split between Weber SAR members
and those from other agencies. It is gr atifying to hear f rom the at tendees of
other counties SAR teams that the information and tr aining we are providing is
relevant and useful and that i t is delivered in a forum that makes learning easy
and enjoyable. A big hit for the second consecutive year was Jed McDermott’s
stove building activity. These small lightweight devices are fuel versatile and
capable of boiling water in a mat ter of minutes. Fun to bui ld and easy to use
these stoves were quite a hit and appealed to the inner fir ebug in many of us...

Steve Ericson, John Sohl, and Rick Schroder/Jeff Stark provided training expe-
riences in our round robin sessions covering Snow Science, Beacon Search,
and Snow Anchors that provided firsthand experience to situations and condi-
tions that we r egularly encounter and manage in SAR activities. John’s beacon
search was in fact patterned after a couple of r ecent incidents and the physical
size of the “search area” was huge. The great news, all teams found all buried
beacons in under an hour, Terrific Work!

Another highlight was the map, compass, GPS, and orienteering session led by
Kurt Hanniger of Hannik Navigation. I am continual ly amazed that no mat ter
how competent I think I am in GPS , Compass, and Orienteering, I am always
learning more. It is clear that continual use and pr actice is what is needed to
maintain or develop these skills. It is also apparent that ther e is a broad range
of skill and experience in the larger SAR community with regard to GPS use and
familiarity. By way of reminder, the Weber SAR team use datum WGS 84 and
GPS position format hddd° mm.mmm’ I mportant to note, some SAR teams in
Utah (Summit and Utah Counties) use UTM for a position format. Your ability to
convert back and forth and to convert between is important!

This year’s Winter Seminar was Sgt. Brandon Toll’s first as head of our SAR
team. Terrific Job Brandon! A terri fic success.

As a team, we are making good progress on our Goals and Objectives and we
are beginning the year with a continued str eam of successes!

Members of the snowmobile team gear up to head
out and find coordinates at the Feb. 7 th GPS
training. Photos by Branden Loock.

Team 1 heading out Lightning Ridge looking for Team 2 using the Garmin Rino polling feature.

All teams meet up at Deseret Cabin for lunch and
some rest.



MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

Blood Drive —Kathy will be updating us at the March meeting on the upcoming
blood drive.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

For a description of the snowmobile ride and GPS training , see Winter News.

Ski the Moon at Cutler Ridge.

Winter Survival Seminar—2009 Friday/Saturday

This year we had SAR team members attending from Weber, Box Elder, Cache and
Morgan counties. There were both old hands and new faces at the seminar. As al-
ways, it is a great chance to share experiences, challenges, war stories and observa-
tions with members of nearby teams.

On Friday we started out wi th a second round of Pepsi Stove making lead by Jed
McDermott. This year we worked on making the stoves and methods of supporting a
pot or cup over the stove. Of course anything involving fire and liquid fuel is enjoyed
by all and this was no exception.

On Saturday we spent the first hal f of the da y working on our map and compass skills
and practicing with the Rino GPS units. This session was lead by Kurt Hanniger of
Hannik Navigation. Kurt walked everyone through the concepts of different map coor-
dinate systems and how to use the GPS to convert between them. Time w as also
spent learning how to do pol ling with the Rinos and getting compass bearings. (Note:
if you buy a compass, get one with the magnetic decl ination adjustment!)

After lunch we split into thr ee teams to do three training stations: snow science,
snow anchors and beacon drills. At the stations we learned about snow structur e, set
various anchor systems such as deadmen and were drilled on finding 3 beacons in an
area that was easily 20 acres. All teams did well on their r otations. Report by John
Sohl.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

March 3 rd  meeting:  The topics will be HIPPA by Kathy Bennett and a discussion of
the SARTEAMS software implementation for our team by Meg Fogg.
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Ski the Moon at Cutler Ridge on 02/06/09. The team skied about 2 mi les up Cutler Ridge, it was clear and cold, but a beautiful night. Photos by John Sohl.

Ski the Moon group shot at the end of the tour .

Winter Survival Seminar 2009. Jed McDermott starts
out the tr aining sessions on Friday night wi th a
Pepsi Stove making class. Photos by Sheri.

Kimball Kelsey smiles at Sheri’s
comment about the dangers of
mixing soft drinks and sharp tools...

Kimball is at it again with the sharp tools,
but this time under the w atchful eyes of
Allen Melle.

Above: Jed makes
the rounds helping
each group with
their stove construc-
tion.

Left: Bill Stoddard
works on this year’s
new item, a platf orm
to hold a pan or cup
over the stove.
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Our March Saturday training  will be the ride to Da vies Cabin on the 7th. See Gary
Stoker for details.

Life Flight  has an updated landing zone class  that hits on working with and con-
trolling multiple helicopters using the same LZ, so we have added this class to June’s
meeting schedule. It ’s only 45 minutes to an hour long (unless the hel icopter comes in
late, then i t wi ll be a litt le longer) and i t’s also one of our required classes per the
directives. A bit of background information on Life Flight’s new instructor that ma y be
teaching some of our classes—he is the only survivor from the crash of Life Flight near
the Salt Lake Airport a few years back and it’s really interesting to hear his story.
Report by Scott Combe.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
The Laci & Conner grant  was received and acknowledged by the foundation.

Sgt. Brandon Toll is still researching the possibility of submitting an application for a
Wal-Mart grant.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
MRA Conference 2009 —Thanks to the generosity of the Weber County Sheriff’s
Office and in particular Sheriff Slater—WCSSAR is sending a large group of our team
members to the conference in Portland, OR this June. Most of the team will be attend-
ing both the glacier pr e-conference on Mt. Hood as well as the 50th anniversary confer-
ence at the Timberline. Thanks to Sgt. Brandon Toll for his recognition of this impor -
tant event and support of the team.
As a consequence of so many of our climb team members going out of town for that
time period in June, the remaining climb team members need to organize and commit
to staying close to home in the event of a climbing callout. Rick Schroeder and Nathan
Foster will be meeting with the climb team to conduct a few extra practice sessions
and establish a callout list for the folks staying in Ogden.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
Dive —We will be supporting an “I ce Dive” function at Pineview on the 1st, 4 th, and 5th

of March—this will be a joint tr aining/activity with the airboat and Ogden Fire Depts.
Chris Nugent is working with Rick and Scott f rom the Forest Service on a feature film

Now it’s time to “l ight up”. Each group gives their
creatons a try on the concrete floor.

Jed brought in several different types
of fuels to try in the sto ves. After many
trials, the air begins to get hazy...

How many SAR members does it take to watch a stove? Our
creations are somehow fascinating.

We experimented with
several different styles
of cup holders as
additions to the sto ves
this year.

Right: Paper bowl with
boiling water.

Above and left: Jed
put a l itt le water in
the bottom of the cup
and then filled it with
snow. It only tak es a
few minutes to mel t
and the boil the water.

All in all, we had fun making such a mess, thanks
again Jed!

Meanwhile, Jeff Malan
regales everyone with
a tall and obviously
funny tale.
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called “Snowmen” and will be fi lming on the ice at Pineview. He has asked Sgt. Bran-
don Toll for recommendations on safety. The Crater dive is, therefore, cancelled for
this function. Thank you, Kevin Tams

Airboat —The airboat team had a tr aining day Saturday, Feb 7th at Pineview Res. The
main objectives were to give the operators more hands-on driving in ice conditions,
Lake accessibility with the r amps covered with 3-4' of snow (Hi ll climbing, anyone?),
scenarios representing rescue of fishermen or support for dive teams on the ice, ma-
neuverability of the boat on di fferent surfaces and a review of needed supplies on the
boat.

The team arrived at 10 am and unloaded the boat at the launch and did a pr e-check.
The ramp was covered with a pretty good layer of snow that had been packed down by
all the snowmobiles and 4-wheelers coming and going. After everyone was in, we
started the boat down the r amp- just l ike taking a 20' toboggan down the hi ll....FUN!
We had some pretty strange looks from some of 300+ people who wer e on the ice that
day.  Each team member had the opportuni ty to drive around into di fferent arms of the
lake, not only to get a bet ter understanding of the size and terrain of the area but to
also try the di fferent surfaces that were out there and feel how the boat r eacted to
them ( sl ick ice- hold on!). Kevin Tams wanted to check on the thickness of the ice to
see if an ice dive would be feasible, so we made a visit to a f ew fishermen who looked
like the action for them was pretty slow. The thickness in the first ar ea measured
approx. 18". The second area measured 16". When we would first come up to the
fishermen, not much was going on as far as the fish were concerned, but by the time
we left a f ew minutes later, the vibration of the boat on the ice would “stir ” the fish up
to where you could see them on the fish finders.

After setting up a f ew scenarios and discussing the different aspects of the access to
the area, of rescue on thin ice to support of the div e team for rescue-recovery, it was
time to bring the boat back up the r amp to load. The performance of the boat was
amazing (the driving wasn’t bad either!). The boat went up the r amp like taking a walk
in the park. The team then perf ormed a post-check on the boat and added a few more
items to the l ist that would be needed to equip the boat. The tr aining ended at 12:30.
Thanks! Report by Dave Casperson.

K9 N EWS:
Wilderness K9— An email went out to , hopefully, everyone that has shown interest in
the Wilderness K9 Team. The email detailed the seminar we have scheduled for our
team on May 1st, 2nd and 3rd. We have asked Cris Goodhue to come in and conduct a
seminar for us designed to assess where each team is in their tr aining and to assist in
the preparation for the testing and certi fication process. We have reserved the Envi-
ronmental Center for the seminar. This will give us the opportuni ty to stay in the area
we are working and give us more time to work.

I wi ll ask for a commitment to this seminar b y 3-3-09. I know this seems early, but the
cost of the seminar is the same whether we send four or ten f rom our team. I would
like to see everyone interested take advantage of this opportuni ty, but wor d travels
fast and we are already receiving requests from outside teams to at tend this seminar.
Of course, attendance of WCSSAR Teams get first priori ty but we do need the early
commitment to giv e us a chance to fill any remaining spots. Report by Bryan Bennett

John Sohl
also lends
a hand.
Photo by
Sgt. Ron
Kendell

On Saturday morning, Kurt Hanniger of Hannik Productions conducted an orienteering class. Photos by Sheri and John.

Kurt makes the
rounds as the class
divides up into groups
to practice with map
and compass.

The
fashion
statement
of the
day is the
Garmin
Rino...

...or is it
the
puzzle of
the day...

...regard-
less, it is
fantastic
weather
outside as
everyone
practices
with their
GPS.

In the
middle of
our training,
Life Flight
investigates
ski tracks
near a
recent slide.

Photo by
Becky
Burt.
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LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
SAR Teams Software —It wi ll be important f or each member to be involved with
managing the details of their membership onl ine and that i t is beneficial for you to
check out the new program prior to our Mar ch meeting to f amiliarize yourselves with
the way it operates. If y ou have any questions or concerns, please contact me prior to
our meeting. We will be reviewing the software at the meeting and wi ll lay out the next
steps that each member must take to proceed in using this program. To test out this
program, visit www.sarteams.com, user name of “gus” and password “gus”.

Here is what I’m thinking as f ar as a timeline and action plan for the implementation of
the SARteams software:

1. I wi ll login and set up our team account;

2. I nput each member’s name into the database; and

3. Present a demonstration of the softw are with how to login and update personal
information at the March meeting.

My goal is to have all team members input their personal inf ormation by March 20th. I
will enter all of the tr aining, missions and meetings from 2009 into the softw are for
each member by the end of March. Once again, if you have any questions or concerns,
please contact me prior to the meeting. Report by Meg Fogg

In the meantime please remember, if your personal information or certifications
change , send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
The mounted team is hibernating.

MEDICAL  NEWS:
Common Medical Emergencies By Steve Ericson

Gastrointestinal related problems are the most common medical complaints to first
responders. The problem can be as simple as indigestion or as involved as disease.
The discomfort can be extreme and as serious as death. Because the illness can
potentially be serious, the care giver must thoughtf ully evaluate the signs and symp-
toms of gastrointestinal complaints.

A busy day for the snowcats. Photos by Sgt. Ron
Kendell.

Right: A team returns from one
of the field sessions. Photo by
Sgt. Ron Kendell or Becky Burt.

Jeff Stark arrives to set up the snow anchors
class.

Rick Schroeder in Mighty Mouse.

Riley
Shock
shows his
stuff at
the
beacons
course.
Beacon
photos by
John Sohl.

Rick
Rassmusen
helps with
a probe.

The
Cache
County
boys are
having
fun in the
sun.

Jed begins his search for the
beacons.

Each group runs the
beacon course and
successfully finds the
buried transceivers.
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A good medical history is essential in the assessment of this complaint. Some of the
questions should include the following:

- When did the symptoms begin?
- How have they changed over time?
- Where exactly is the pain?
- What does the pain feel like? Dull, sharp, aching, throbbing, constant, intermi t-

tent?
- Does any action make the pain better or worse?
- Are the symptoms localized or does it radiate to another area?
- How severe is the pain? Rank the pain on a scale from 1 being least painful to 10

being the worst pain you can imagine.
- I s it get ting bet ter, worse, or staying the same?
- I s the quality of the pain changing?
- Has this occurred before? If so what w as the outcome?
- What was the change in the condition that made the patient seek help at this

particular time?
- Does the patient have a fever?
- Does the patient have nausea, vomiting, or diarrhea? Note: the patient ’s state of

hydration may be critical if vomiting and diarrhea has occurred for some time.

One can use the mnemonic OPQRST to remember the pain questions:
O Onset
P Provocation
Q quality
R Radiating
S Severity
T Time

Palpate the four quadrants of the abdomen to assess for tenderness. If tenderness is
present then transport to a hospital is more urgent.

There is no effective field tr eatment of the patient who is v omiting blood, r ectal bleed-
ing of other severe gastrointestinal symptoms. These patients need to be evacuated
promptly.

Meanwhile during the busy Saturday
afternoon, Jeff Stark, Kimball Kelsey and Rick
Schroeder are busy setting up the snow
anchors course. Photos by Sgt. Ron Kendell

Amellia
Young
rewards
Xena for
a job
well
done.

Photos by Becky Burt.

The third class is snow science conducted by Steve Ericson and Mike Fogg. All teams had a great afternoon in the
beautiful and very bright weather.

The teams
set up
snow
bollards
and
deadman
anchors
but the

favorite
was the
“snow
parachute.



MARCH 2009 PAGE 8 WEBER COUNTY SHERIFF SEARCH AND RESCUE NEWSLETTER

The snowcat delivers the competitors to the Sunday
shoot. Photos by Penny Jones with Lt. Coleman’s
camera.

Weber
County’s
Shaun
Palm
placed
third in
this year’s
shoot.

Allen
Melle
shows his
style.

Dep.
Matt
Pittman
takes his
shots.

Kirk Ward
from Box
Elder Co.
SAR won
first place
in the
shooting
competi-
tion.

Dep. Kent
Wiggins,
Box Elder
Co.
Sheriff’s
Office
won
second
place.

Diabetes mellitus is another common medical emergency. It is a metabol ic disorder
caused by the lack of insul in, a hormone that enables glucose to breach the cell wall.
Uncontrolled diabetes causes frequent and excessive urination which r esults in exces-
sive thrust. Over time, diabetes causes vascular disease which results in multiple
organ disease. There are two t ypes of diabetes, type I which r equires injections of
insulin to contr ol blood glucose levels. Type II diabetes usual ly occurs in middle age,
sedentary, overweight patients. It can usual ly be controlled with a regimen of diet,
exercise and oral medication. Both t ypes are serious systemic diseases affecting the
heart, kidneys, eyes, vessels, and peripheral nerves. Diabetics are at increased risk for
coronary artery disease, stroke and infection.

First responders will be called to tr eat acute complications of blood glucose imbal-
ance. These imbalances include hyperglycemia (excess blood glucose) and hypoglyce-
mia (low blood glucose). Hypoglycemia includes symptoms such as confusion, rapid
respirations, pale moist skin, diaphoresis, dizziness, fainting, coma, and seizures. This
complex of symptoms is referred to as insulin shock. The condition can be rapidly
reversed with oral glucose administration. I nsulin shock can quickly progress to brain
damage and death if not tr eated promptly. The opposite end of the blood glucose
scale is hyperglycemia. Those symptoms include dehydration and ketoacidosis. This
condition can result in deep rapid respirations, warm dry skin, a week pulse, f ruity
breath odor, and ending in diabetic coma. Without a glucometer, care givers may not
be able to determine the natur e of the pr oblem. Since hypoglycemia has a more
urgent consequence, it is best to tr eat for that b y administering oral glucose provided
that the patient can sw allow. I n all cases of diabetic related disease, emergency care
and prompt tr ansport is the first care givers primary responsibility.

Another common medical emergency is an allergic reaction. When the body is invaded
by a foreign substance, an antigen, a cascade of events occurs. First, histamine is
released by the tissue irri tated by the antigen. Then an antibody which is an immune
system protein (immunoglobin) pr oduced by the body in r esponse to a specific anti-
gen is released and available to neutralize, inhibit, or destr oy that antigen. Fr equently,
pharmaceutical agents must be employed to arrest systemic allergic events such as
bronco spasms and pulmonary edema. The pharmaceutical agents employed are an-
tihistamines, epinephrine, beta blockers and corticosteroids. This cocktail is effective
in suppressing the allergic reaction when employed early in the process. The reaction
can be mild and local, involving itching, redness, and tenderness, or more severe and
systemic including shock and respiratory failure. When assessing a patient having a
suspected allergic reaction check for skin symptoms such as flushing, itching, swell-
ing, and hives. Assess respiratory symptoms such as stridor, and wheezing, and cough-
ing. Also assess circulatory symptoms such as falling blood pressure, weak pulse, and
dizziness. Patients may also complain of abdominal cramping and headache.

In conclusion, many medical emergencies require thoughtf ul assessment, prompt first
aid and rapid transport to a hospital.

OHV/M OTORCYCLE NEWS:
May 7th to May 9th Rick Schroeder and Jeff Stark will be in Salt Lake at an off road
motorcycle course so we can then train the rest of the motor cycle team. This will be
the same class that Sgt. Brandon Toll and Scott Combe are attending.

Firearms instructors Jeff Malan, Eric Jones and Doug Coleman.
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W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
For the snowmobile familiarization ride and GPS training  on February 7th, I
gave two teams two coor dinates to drive and find. They drove out to the coor dinates
and came back and downloaded their tracks. I only have one track going out Light-
ning Ridge way. The maps with our tr acks are shown at the bot tom of the page.

At the debrief after the ex ercise, everyone agreed that i t would be good to ha ve a
map to look at bef ore heading out instead of just the w aypoint on our GPS units. We
all learned something from the tr aining event.

We need a head count for the food  on the March 7th familiarization ride to Davies
Cabin  and will ask for a commitment f rom team members at the meeting on Mar ch
3rd. Report by Gary Stoker

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
We are finishing with Ogden City’s CERT course this Thursday and are in the 5 th week
with Weber County’s classes. Then we will start a new class for Ogden School District
on March 17th which will run f or 7 weeks. All classes are taught f rom 6 am unti l 9:30
pm except the School District’s will be from 2 pm to 5:30 pm at Ogden S chool District.
Please contact Jeff Stark if you are able to help.

First a big thank you to Sgt. Brandon Toll for a
well organized Winter Survival Seminar!

A retired Jeff Malan is happy to hand of f the
details to Brandon.

A big thank you also goes to all of the snowcat driv ers for
ferrying everyone here, there and everywhere...

Don Olsen
worked
tirelessly
during the
confer-
ence,
filling in
when ever
he saw a
need.

The
Environ-
mental
Center is a
great place
for SAR
training
sessions.

Becky Burt
and Archi
worked
throughout
the thr ee
days in the
kitchen
providing
great
meals for a
hungry
crowd.

Archi, you
have only
yourself to
blame for
telling me
that John
caught
these
great
photos of
your slight
mishap...

Maps with tr acks from the Winter
Team’s GPS training at Monte Cristo on
02/07/09. The tr acks were down-
loaded from the Rinos into TOPO! to
display the teams routes. Maps
provided by Gary Stoker.
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MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  SGT. RON KENDELL BY KATHY BENNETT

The highlight this month is on one of our esteemed lead-
ers, Ron Kendell. He currently resides in Roy and has
one daughter, 17 year old, Nicole. Ron has been involved
with law enforcement for 20 years. Ron is eligible for
retirement but has no plans on retiring at this time.

Ron is definitely a workaholic. He is currently a sergeant
for Weber County, assists with the search and rescue,
works for A1 salvage and owns his own business—Dy-
namic Demolition. Ron has been with the search and
rescue from the very beginning of his association with
the Weber County Sheriffs Department. I n fact, Ron be-
came a member of the search and rescue group in 1984
and then pursued his career in law enforcement, George
Fisher was a great help to Ron in fulfilling his goal in
attending the academy. After Ron completed his education, George Fisher enlisted
Ron as one of the first r eservists for Weber County—this team helped with community
events. Ron was then hired as a deputy full time wi th the Weber County Sheriff’s
Department. Ron also had the exciting opportuni ty to be on the SWAT team during
the 2002 Olympics.

Dynamic Demolition is owned and operated by Ron. The company has been open for
two years and is involved with the r emoval of metal bui ldings, clean up of steel yards
and mines. Ron works part time f or A1 Salvage as a metal scrap buyer.

Ron received his pilot’s license 7 years ago. He owns his own plane, a 1961 Piper Colt,
and enjoys flying whenever he can find the time. Ron would like to get his “float
endorsement” which would al low him to land on w ater. This endorsement will be
needed when he flies himself to Alaska and explores the back country. At this time he
has had the opportunity of tr aveling in his 5 th wheel to 12 di fferent states. He enjoys
the northern coast l ine of Oregon and the Black Hills in the Dakotas. Ron says the
Needles Highway is one of the most beauti ful roadways and recommends anyone
making the trip to the B lack Hills to take the time to tr avel and explore this road. His
trip to Navoo was over 4000 miles and he did it all in one week—something he says he
will never do again!

WCSSAR, the best search and rescue organization, has leadership and experience
that is unmatched by any other group in the area. It is a gr eat asset to any group to
have leaders that believe in and support 100% the members not only b y thought but
action. It is a f act that having leaders work and train with the members on a personal
level truly elevates the organization to an all time high. It is amazing to think of the
years of experience that our leaders have and their commitment to our cause as a
community resource. Ron, it is impossible for us to thank y ou for your service but
hope in some small way that y ou realize that our dedication and service is as strong as
it is due to y our dedication and service.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks also to everyone who sent me articles and pic-
tures for the newsletter. Special thanks to Ron Ken-
dell, Becky Burt, John Sohl, Branden Loock and others
for sending me their pictur es. And a big thank you to
John Sohl for proof reading and adding captions to
this newsletter.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar@comcast.net,
sheri@clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett;
kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Sgt. Ron Kendell (one of the f ew
times with his sunglasses off!)

Sgt.
Kendell
serves as
sentinel
during a
body
recovery.

And he
conducts
the annual
swiftwater
training
sessions.

We seem
to find
Ron in the
kitchen a
lot at the
winter
seminars.

Ron looks relaxed up in
the hoist during a Li fe
Flight tr aining.

Below: One of his
favorite jobs? It ’s hard
to take Ron’s photo, in
the next image (not
shown here) he stuck
his tongue out at m y
camera...

Above, winter seminar
2007, left 2009.


