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TRAINING  CALENDAR

AUGUST
29-30 City of Rocks and MSAR ride ............................................................................. Roy W., Allen M.

SEPTEMBER
01 Hep.B 6:30 pm, Meeting: Radio, GPS.............................................................................. Don O.
12 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.
12 Airboat, map west channel, after Cabelas sale................................................................ Dave C.
12 OEC refresher Powder Mountain, 8 am–4:30 pm ............................................................. Mike O.
17 Dive, Pineview, Bluff ....................................................................................................... Rick G.
26 MSAR ride, Upper Wheatgrass, Cabin Hollow, Fri. night TBA, Sat. 8 am .......................... Allen M.
26 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.

OCTOBER
06 Pack test at 6 pm, Meeting: Cold Weather Gear ............................................................... Mike F.
10 Sat. Training: Mock Search Pineview, 9 am .......................................................... Rick G., Jeff S.
10 K9 Wilderness workout, al l disciplines ........................................................................... Bryan B.

16-18 Deer Camp-MSAR, Monte Cristo ........................................................................................... Allen M.
23-25 Deer Camp-K9, Monte Cristo, wilderness testing and workout, all disciplines ..................... Bryan B.
TBA Climb Training ................................................................................................................ Rick S.

NOVEMBER
03 Winter Meeting: .......................................................................................................................
07 Sat. Training: ...........................................................................................................................
14 OEC refresher WCSO, 7:30 am - 5 pm ........................................................................... Steve E.
21 OEC refresher Wolf Creek, Ogden Regional, 7:30 am - 4:30 pm ................................... Nathan F.

21 MSAR ride, weather permitting ..................................................................................... Allen M.
TBA Dive ............................................................................................................................... Rick G.

We are looking for interesting and new ideas for team train-
ing. If you have any bright ideas, call your team coordinator.

EVENTS CALENDAR

SEPTEMBER
9-10 Cabelas Sale Sorting.......................................................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.
11 Sale, WCSSAR members 9-noon, Weber Co. employees noon-4 pm ..................... Sgt. Brandon T.
12 Public Sale 8 am-1 pm....................................................................................... Sgt. Brandon T.
18 BBQ & awards, Marriott-Slaterville City Office, 1570 W. 400 N., 6-8:30 pm ........... Sgt. Brandon T.
19 Youth Duck Hunt PSAR, use WCSO airboat..................................................................... Dave C.
26 Climb Wall: Harvest the Moon, 25th Street between Wall and Lincoln Aves., noon–6 pm ... Kent J.
26 Xterra Race, divers & kayakers, Bluff, 8–12 am ......................................................... Sgt. Ron K.

JULY/A UGUST 2009 C ALLOUTS

July 26 th : Possible drowning about 200 S. 7200 E.; group of boaters were drinking, one of them
jumped out of the boat and sw am to shore. His group thought he had made i t to shore, but they wer e
unable to find him once they got of f the boat.  Sgt. B randon Toll was called about midnight.  The next
morning before they called out SAR the deputies made another attempt to locate the subject, f ound
that he was home in North Salt Lake.

July 31 st : Jump-off Canyon, 7:33 pm, 59 y oa local man was stuck below the cave at 9 th Street
North. The event was fairly typical, a hiker decides to climb up to the ca ve on “rescue rock” and gets
stuck then calls for help. We were initially put on standby then at 8:23 pm the cl imb team was
mobilized to go get him down. W e raced daylight and got him down at about sunset and of f the
mountain before it got dark. Rick Schroeder and Mark Jensen went to the bottom of the r ock to keep
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WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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in communication with the patient whi le the rest of the team went to the top of the
rocks to our fixed anchors to set up a pick off. Jared Randall went over the edge to do
the pick off. Lyman Stoker monitored the edge protection, Kai Safsten ran the belay
system and John Sohl did the lowering wi th the new Scarab lowering device. Because
of a miscommunication back at the climb trailer, we did not ha ve the anchor rack with
us when we got to the top . This was not a problem since we just used the fixed
anchors then slung a rock and wedged a ‘biner and sling into a crack (which turned out
to be a very good piece of pro) to complete the system. So, with a very solid set of
anchors we lowered Jared to the patient. The Scarab worked wonderfully, It w as a
piece of cake to adjust the amount of f riction or to lock i t of f.

The patient’s muscles were tired and stiff f rom hanging on for so long. He was also hot
and thirsty. We tended to his needs then evacuated him from the mountain. The team
worked together very well and it was a smooth rescue. Report by John Sohl

August 13 th : Skyline Trail Between Windsurfer Beach and Lewis Peak. 3:26
pm, two males: one unr esponsive and one needing assistance were on Skyline Trail, 6
miles back from and 2,400 feet above the Windsurfer Beach trailhead. The call came
into dispatch that a man w as suffering from heat exhaustion and dehydration. Weber
Fire responded by renting a dirt bik e and sending a single rescuer up the trail to the
patient. We were then called and Life Flight was activated. The motorcycle, mounted
and climb teams responded at 3:26 pm. The two men had r ented mountain bikes from
Diamond Sports. The individual that collapsed was recovering from cancer and was
attempting to get back into shape in part b y riding the Skyline Trail from North Ogden
Divide to Windsurfer Beach.

We dispatched Rick Schroeder and Scott Willis from the motor cycle team up the tr ail to
provide support to the lone r escuer from Weber Fire. The 30 yoa patient was trans-
ported by Life Flight. The Weber Fire paramedic informed us that he needed assis-
tance getting the second bike down. The mounted team tr ansported Mike Otto f rom
the climb team up to r ecover the second bike. En route the mounted team passed the
Weber Fire paramedic who was transporting the other man down on the back of the
rented dirt bik e. Thus we were left wi th two r ental mountain bikes to recover, one with
bad brakes. So Todd Nebeker joined Mike in recovering the mountain bik es while Allen
Melle and John Sohl took the f our horses back out. The second patient was down by

The climb team prepares to rescue yet another scrambler from the caves at 9th Street North.Where’s Waldo picture of the r escue area. (Hint:
look for the whi te dot.)

Team members prepare to load into the
back of Dep. Greenhalgh’s truck.

Scott Willis following along on his motorcycle.
Everyone wave!

The first team on their w ay up to the caves.

The scarab
worked really
well as Kai
Safsten
demonstrates
proper use
during the
rescue.

Where’s Waldo picture from the top of the cl iff.



5:50 pm and the mountain w as clear of all SAR personnel by 9 pm as the horses rode
out the last bi t in the dark.  Report by John Sohl

August  14 th : Sgt Bitton had been noti fied about 10:30-11:00 of three boy scouts
that had been separated from their group.   They had hiked into a lady’s camp
site. She was able to contact dispatch.  A few hours later the Scout leader walked to
the camp and brought the boys back to their camp.

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES BY KATHY BENNETT

We are pleased to welcome four new members to the team this month:

Eli Whitman  is 36 years old and resides in South Ogden. He will be on the cl imb
team and is available for any support needed by other teams. He has been climbing
since he was 11 years old. He works at HAFB.

Jamis McPheeters  is the son of Lane McPheeters. He is 23 years old and is single.
He will be with the cl imb team but would also be inter ested in becoming involved with
the avalanche team. He has gear for all 4 seasons and will be available to help when
needed. He works for the US Forest Service.

Mikk Blickfeldt is 26 years old and married to Christina. They have been married for
5 ½ y ears and reside in Roy. Mikk will be on the snowmobile team and currently rides
a Ski Doo. He is employed at HAFB.

Jarod Warren  is also employed with HAFB and will join Mikk on the snowmobi le
team. He is an avid hunter, has his own GPS and has good all around backcountry
skills. Jarod is currently engaged.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

Dive training, see Dive/Airboat Team News. MSAR ride , see Mounted SAR News.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING
See the Climb Team News section for a description of the City of Rocks annual
climbing event on the weekend of August 28th–30th.

The September meeting will feature Don Olsen with Radio and GPS training. Ro-
byn will also arrive around 6:30 pm to administer Hep B shots and take blood for ti ter
checks. The pack test originally scheduled for 6 pm is being moved to October.
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Everyone is back to IC after the successful rescue. Job well done! Motorcycles, MSAR and searchers gather at the
trail head near Windsurfer Beach for the August
13th rescue.

Scott Willis
and Rick
Schroeder
on
motor-
cycles ride
up the tr ail
first.

The
motor-
cycles are
soon
followed
by the
MSAR
team.

Mike Otto has that, “What in the heck am I doing up on this horse” look. He shepher ded by Todd Nebeker and quickly followed by Allen Melle and John Sohl.
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The Saturday training for September was to be the Mock Search, but this tr aining is
now delayed until October and instead there will be a series of individual team tr aining
events in September.

We will be supporting the Xterra race again this year by providing divers and kayak-
ers. Interested team members should meet at Bluff at 8 am and be pr epared to be
towed to Port Ramp—the first race begins at 9 am. The time commitment f or this
event is from 8 am to noon. Sgt. Kendell will be in charge that day but Sgt. Toll will
need a head count and t-shirt sizes at the September Tuesday meeting f rom those
wishing to participate.

SAR members have expressed a desire to have more variety in the training classes
offered. The Executive Committee is encouraging members to present new ideas at
the general meeting, call their team coordinators, or sign up to pr esent a training
event. Since much of our tr aining is required and very specific, some of it wi ll naturally
be repetitious, however, that doesn’t mean that we cannot think of new and di fferent
ways to accomplish these goals. The SAR calendar will be reviewed in September
once we have received some feedback from members.

Our annual WCSSAR BBQ will be held this year on September 18th at the Marriott-
Slaterville City Office (east of Toads) 1570 W. 400 N. Members should submit nomina-
tions to their team coor dinators for awards to be presented at our upcoming appre-
ciation BBQ on September 18th. (Jack Miller award, excellent work award, recognition
award, etc.) Please send your nominations along with a short paragraph stating why
you believe the person you’re nominating deserves an award.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES  & EVENTS:
Climb Wall—Weber County Fair— A big thank you to everyone who helped out wi th the
climb wall at the f air this year. We raised $1,564 from the wall and several hundred from
shirt sales. The total for the climb wall earnings so far this year are over $3,500 with one
more event to go in September. We did dispose of a couple of the original harnesses that
were fraying and put the r emaining old harnesses into the climb trailer to use on vertical
pickoff rescues. To replace them, we bought 6 new harnesses for $600.

Sep. 26 th —We will have one final climb wall event  at Harvest the Moon  from
noon–6 pm on 25th Street between Wall Ave and Lincoln Ave. (charge for climbs)

Parades— With luck, our par ade duties are finished for the year...

Cabela’s —The Cabela’s sale items have arrived and we will begin sorting them on
September 9th at 8:30 am o ver at the Fair Grounds. Sorting wi ll take place on Wednes-
day and Thursday with the sale for WCSSAR members beginning at 9 am on Friday,
September 11th and Weber County employees at noon on Friday. The public sale will
run f rom 8 am–2 pm on Saturday, September 12th.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
Here is the plan for the annual City of Rocks event:

The Breadloaves group site is reserved for the nights of A ugust 28–29th. Two sites at
the Smoky Mountain campground (MSAR) are reserved for August 28–29th.

As many as want to are invited to arriv e as early as Wednesday to climb—but be
aware that ther e are no reservations until Friday, August 28th.

The Climb Wall at the Weber County Fair was once again a big success due in large part to the planning and dedication of Sgt. B randon Toll, Kent Jensen and
Mark Jensen. Photos by Meg Fogg

A good time was had by all and the weather w as
mostly good.

John Sohl
was
caught
eating a
ham-
burger
over at
the
pavilion.

Thanks to everyone who helped. Photo Roy West
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Saturday, August 29 th

Morning —climb training coordinated by John Sohl, Nathan Foster and Rick Schroeder.

The climb teams will be working on several sets of skills, but most important ly,
will be climbing together. On Saturday morning at the Upper Bread Loaves group
camping site we wi ll work on pick of fs, litters and using the new Scarab. It seems
that pick of fs have become a popular rescue this year with Jared and Mike O.
getting the f un assignments. We will also practice with both the UT-1000 litter
and the sked. One issue with the l itter is that we need to cr eate a system to strap
the litter to our personal packs rather than using the external f rames and trying to
figure out how to lash our packs inside the l itter. The plan is to have about 4 pick
off stations and 2 l itter stations so we can move through it rapidly. If ther e is time
we’ll also practice passing a knot. In order to minimize how much gear we take
from the rescue trailer we will use personal ropes as belays (with the hopes that
we won’t actually stress any of our r opes). We’ll use the smaller team rack for the
litter practice but will use personal pro for the pick of fs (since that only has the
weight of two people on it).

Most of the time wi ll be spent familiarizing ourselves with each other’s climbing
habits and skills. We will also spend time practicing with the new Scarab lower-
ing device.

It would be good i f we can do a lot of natur al pro routes, but any climbing is
valuable.

Approx. 6 pm—BBQ —Mounted SAR, Allen Melle—Park Maintenance Garage.
Approx. 7 pm —Program on history and future of CORSP by Park Ranger Mike, fol-
lowed possibly by some short videos presented on Mt. Hood and maybe even a first
ascent of Nights of the Round Table on the Camalot dome in the upper Sanctuary area
of Castle Rocks. Submitted by Roy West

Notice: WRC Annual Gear Sale at Weber State Univ. —see details on page 8.

Join the climb and
MSAR teams for the
annual City of Rocks,
ID trip on Aug. 28th–30th.
We have reservations
for the Bread Loaves
group camp site, City of
Rocks for climbers and
Smoky Mt. campground
for MSAR. Roy West
would like to encourage
as many as possible to
car pool.

Some pics of a climb John Daines and I did this
weekend. If y ou are ever feeling like a climb, let us
know. Kimball Kelsey at The Thumb (Litt le
Cottonwood Canyon)

John Daines posing for an ad for the upcoming
City of Rocks annual climb trip .

My fat foot obscuring the beauty of the surr ound-
ing area…The Thumb—Abseiling
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DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
Dive —Those who were unable to attend the August dive training missed out on a
great dive event. The training scenario was to locate and recover with securing a
victim whi le under the water and bring the body to the surf ace. Based on the info
given, details were a bit sketchy and the location was undetermined. The training
went very well and the team located the victim wi thin 30 minutes after r eceiving the
details. Great recovery scenario! The training was attended by Rick Goodliffe, Don
Olsen, Scott Haney, Kevin Tams, Mike Simmons, Bob Jensen, and Jonathan Stucker.

This month’s training was put together b y Mike Simmons and Rick Goodliffe. Mike put
a lot of ef fort into making the victim and w as also in charge of describing the missing
person details and point last seen. Big thanks to Mike!

It w as good to see everyone working together as a team to ac complish our mission.
Each member of the dive team will have the opportuni ty to put together a div e training
scenario for the up and coming tr aining dives. Thanks, Rick Goodliffe

Airboat —The Airboat team has been taking some semi-R&R for the month of A ugust,
after a busy July....Many thanks to the cl imb team for letting the AB team “hang” wi th
them at the County Fair. That was a good time! I n mid-September the access to the
Great Salt Lake will be opened to the publ ic at Pintail Flats located at west 12th Street.
We have a training/mapping event planned for the early afternoon on the 12 th of Sept.,
to re-familiarize ourselves with the west launch ar ea and to see where the south
channel has moved to. Thanks! Dave Casperson

K9 N EWS:
Wilderness K9— This month I w ant to apologize, not only to the K9 Team members,
but to the r est of the team as wel l. I ha ve a new job wi th Ahern Rentals that I am
currently right in the middle of a lo ve/hate scenario with. It has k ept me very busy and
I have not been able to spend any time wi th my family, nor have I been able to tr ain
with the team the w ay would l ike. This should change once I get my arms around it.

Having said that, the team has been tr aining without me. Kurt/Kaiser and Joe/Gunny
attended an advanced Air Scent Seminar near Lander, Wyoming. The feedback I re-
ceived from, both the instructors and K urt and Joe was very good. Amelia/Zena have
requested to be tested for Wilderness Search. Having recently seen them perform dur-
ing a workout, I can tel l you they wi ll pass with flying colors. We will try and get the first
test set up ASAP so the we can do the second test in October. Report by Bryan Bennett

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
Sign up for your Twitter account today!

We need to make sure the 800 MHz radios are not used except when necessary.
They are tracked by how often they ar e used. We are charged part-time for the usage.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
MSAR Ride up Geertsen’s Canyon— Allen Melle, Todd and Brian Nebeker and John
Sohl rode from the Middle Fork trailhead up Geertsen’s Canyon on Saturday, August,
15, 2009. It w as a cold morning with f requent rain and soaking wet brush all along the
trails. Our ending location was at 8,513 feet above sea level. We started at 4936 f eet

The dive team conducted a successful training event on east side of Bluff marina in August. Rick Goodliffe and Mike Simmons put together a great scenario.

Rick Goodliffe observes the team from the shore.

Bluff is a great place to hold these dive trainings.

Group shot, everyone smile! Photos supplied by
Rick Goodliffe and Scott Haney.

Sgt. Ron Kendell stopped by to observe. The dive
team is on the search.
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elevation for a 3,577 foot elevation gain. We got a good view of some of the southern
facing terrain of Powder Mountain. The trail would be doable by the motor cycle team
too, although it would be r ough at the top . Also, there are many splits in the tr ail but
they almost always return back to the main tr ail.

It w as a good workout for the horses and riders both. Whi le we were generally well
dressed for the conditions it was still nice to bui ld a fire at lunch time. Unf ortunately,
John’s horse, Paco became ill near the end and had to be led f or the last hal f mile or
more. Paco seems to have recovered now. Other than that i t was a good training and
familiarization ride. Report by John Sohl

MEDICAL  NEWS:
There will be two WCSSAR sponsored OEC events this fall —an instructor refresher
where the instructors complete their OEC refresher and prepare to present their sta-
tion for the November technicians refresher. This will be held on Tuesday Sept. 29 th and
Thursday Oct. 1st from 6-10 pm in the WCSO training room A. An OEC refresher for
technicians will be held Saturday Nov 14th from 7:30 am to 5 pm in the WCSO training
rooms and annex. This is in addition to the usual r efreshers sponsored by the local ski
resorts with Powder Mountain on September 12th and Wolf Creek on November 21st.

OHV/M OTORCYCLE NEWS:
Stay tuned for news...

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
A change is in the air and the winter meeting is scheduled f or November. Please note
that the pack test is scheduled for October—be ready!

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark will be starting another 7 week CERT class at the ATC, also on the 19th at
Weber State. He would appreciate help from any team member for teaching triage.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT  DAVE CASPERSON, BY KATHY BENNETT

Dave Casperson has been with search and rescue since 2003. He is currently on the
airboat team, support f or the swift w ater team, and helps out wher ever there is a
need.

It w as a wet day but we made the best of i t. The rain broke for a bit and we paused for pictures at the overlook into Middle Fork. The fire helped our spirits.

After lunch it started to clear up as we headed
back down.

After another pause at the overlook into Middle
Fork we made our way home. There is some vast
terrain in this area and it would be a large scale
search to find a lost hunter or hik er up here.

Dave Casperson Kevin Tams, Dave Casperson and John Sohl on a sunny outing to
Fremont I sland.

Dave demonstrates the WCSO airboat steering
system to Scott Combe.
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Dave and Bonnie have been married for 29 years and have 4 children; Eric - 28 years
old, J.D. - 27 years old, Travis - 23 years old and Jessica - 22 years old. They met when
they were 15 and 16 years old through Junior Jeep Posse. They currently reside in
Plain City. Dave and Bonnie have 3 grandsons and are expecting the arrival of their
first granddaughter in November.

Dave has been self employed since 2002. He runs a transportation business: Caspersons’
Specialized Transportation. His wife, Bonnie, trains and races barrel horses.

He owns a cabin at Monte Cristo in Scare Canyon. He enjoys hunting and camping. He
spends a lot of his free time with family. He would like to tr avel within the Uni ted
States and to Calgary when he retires. Dave is a sketch artist. He uses pens and
pencils and enjoys doing outdoor landscapes. He would like to get mor e time to work
on his sketches someday.

It is alw ays amazing the lives that volunteers live. They are busy people that find time
to assist others in need. Dave Casperson has a full busy life and still contributes to
WCSSAR. We thank him f or his support and wi llingness to offer his time and help to
aid those people that require assistance in our communities.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to everyone who sent me articles and pictures for the newsletter and to Kellie
Slater for taking the minutes of the Ex ecutive Committee. And a big thank you to John

Sohl for wri ting articles, proof reading and add-
ing captions to this newsletter.

Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar
(at)comcast.net, sheri (at)
clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett;
kathy_bennett1 (at) comcast.net

In any weather, Dave is out there and ready to
airboat. Dave knows this terrain inside and out.

What a great asset
to our team. Dave
is incredibly
knowledgeable,
patient and
considerate of his
fellow team
members. Thanks
for your dedication!

The Weber Receration Center’s Annual Gear
Sale  and Swap October 9th. This years Annual Out-
door Gear Sale/Swap will be hosted in WSU Campus
Parking lot A7. I ncase of heavy rain please see us in
the Shepard Union Building. The Sale will begin Fri-
day Oct 9th at 10 am and wi ll run unti l 8 pm. The
WSU Outdoor Program is pleased to announce that
Black Diamond, Canyon Sports, Alpine Sports, and
Z-Works will be in at tendance this year along with
may other local vendors. Individuals are welcome to
bring personal equipment to sale (All transactions
must take place on an individual basis) For further
information please see the WRC Web site at
www.weber.edu/wrc or call 626-6373


