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TRAINING  CALENDAR

NOVEMBER

29 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

DECEMBER

04 Meeting—Fitness Test, Hepatitis shots, Sexual Harassment online training , 6 pm, WCSO........ Sgt. Chad F.

04 Meeting—Avi Rescue & What’s New, Beacons, Pieps Rep., WCSO, 7 pm ............................ Mike J.

08 Beacon 101 and field practice, probe line review at Snowbasin, 9 am–noon...................... Mike J.
13 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

21 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

JANUARY 2008

08 Meeting—Avalanche Awareness Class, WCSO, 7 pm ......................................................... Mike J.

11 & 12 Avalanche I course & field session for motorized backcountry travel,

11th–WCSO 6–10 pm; 12th—Monte 10 am–5 pm; 13th if necessary ............ Bryan B., Craig Gordon

12 Avalanche Awareness Field Session, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm.......................................... Mike J.

12,19,26 Avalanche Level I course and field session, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm................................ Mike J.

12,19,26 Avalanche Level II on Satur days, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm .............................................. Mike J.
17 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

25 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

FEBRUARY

2,9,16,23 Avalanche Level II on Satur days, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm .............................................. Mike J.

05 Meeting ...................................................................................................................................
09 Mock Winter Search ..................................................................................................... Bryan B.
21 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

22 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

22-24 Winter Survival Seminar, Environment Center, check-in 4 pm Friday .................... Sgt. Brandon T.

MARCH

01 Avalanche Level II on Satur day ....................................................................................... Mike J.
04 Meeting—Crime Scene Preservation, Radio Protocol ................................................. Sgt. Chad F.
08 Training ...................................................................................................................................
13 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.
15 Davies Cabin ride and BBQ ........................................................................................... Bryan B.

21 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

APRIL

18 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

EVENTS CALENDAR

NOVEMBER

30 Cabelas Sale Setup, 10:30 am, BDO and Fair Grounds............................................... Sgt. Chad F.

DECEMBER

01 Cabelas Sale, 6 am setup, sale 8 am–4 pm, Fair Grounds .......................................... Sgt. Chad F.

Reminder: WCSSAR meetings are in
the main WCSO building.

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f
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OCTOBER/N OVEMBER 2007 C ALLOUTS

No callouts this month.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Winter Preparation

Not long ago I encouraged all team members to begin the pr ocess of gear preparation
and personal readiness for fall and winter cal louts. Winter is now upon us and pr epa-
rations should be complete as we must now be prepared to go into action when
activated for callouts. Each Fall we change our clocks back to Standard Time, many of
us also change batteries in our smoke and CO detectors. Perhaps the time is also right
to inspect for damage/corrosion and change the batteries in our Avalanche transceiv-
ers, flashlights, and headlamps as well. While equipment readiness is important, knowing
how to ef fectively use this gear is also important. Take the time to use y our Avalanche
transceivers out in the field and get in some pr actice, the old adage of practice makes
perfect comes to mind...

Wasatch Backcountry Rescue has placed Rescue Training Centers in at The Canyons,
Litt le Cottonwood Canyon, Solitude, and Snowbasin. These are automated systems
that can help make a big difference. To use them, a person grabs a probe from the top
of the search area and goes to the control panel with their locator. Three ability levels
can be selected, Beginner, I ntermediate, or Expert. If the user selects beginner one
target in the search field will start pulsing l ike a simulated buried victim. I ntermediate
will start two tar gets, and expert wi ll start an unknown number of tar gets between
one and four. Once your ability has been selected so does the clock.

In addition to pr eparing our gear we also need to improve our knowledge base. In the
coming weeks and months there are several very important (also r equired) training
sessions scheduled. Please calendar these now and ensure you are receiving this
critical information. One last piece of personal preparation to consider is the bookmark
of Weather and Avalanche web resources. The NOAA weather ht tp://
www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/  site and the Utah Avalanche Center http://www .avalanche.org/
~uac/  site are highly recommended for SAR team member bookmarking.

Code of Conduct

The Department has received complaints recently on the conduct and behavior of
Search and Rescue members. Specifically, our Code of Conduct states;

“As a member of the Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue, you are expected to act
at a higher level of conduct than the general public. As a Sheriff’s Office volunteer you
represent the Sheriff’s Office and your actions are observed by the public we serve.”

It is a giv en that we wi ll obey all laws. That we wi ll not use i llegal drugs nor abuse
prescription meds. That there will be NO alcohol or drug usage during official search
and rescue operations or training exercises. That we will not driv e under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, this includes snowmobiles, ATV’s, motorcycles, boats, snowcats or
any other OHV or regular motorized vehicles. That we will be courteous and respectful
to the publ ic. We will not abuse authority nor impersonate a Law Enforcement officer.
We will show respect to Law Enforcement officers of all jurisdictions. That we wi ll look
professional and act professional at all times. And lastly, fir earms are not to be carried
(unless you possess a valid permit).

These recent incidents merit a strong reminder that as we posses ID, wear uniforms /
insignia, and affix to our v ehicles identification of our association with the Weber
County Sheriff’s office, that people wi ll be watching us closely and observing our be-
havior and actions. This mantle of responsibility extends to our l ives away from call-
outs and trainings too. We must be conscious not to allow the perception that some-
how we get special or different tr eatment than the gener al public because of our
affiliation. Breach of our Code of Conduct carry consequences. An inability or unwill-
ingness to comport ourselves to this Code of Conduct will not be toler ated. Copies of
the Code of Conduct will be available at the next general session.

Department Training Requirements

The Weber County Sheriff’s office has made the following trainings required for our
team members; Defensive Driving and Sexual Harassment. The Defensive Driving

This is one of the
first times we’ve
seen Rick
Schroeder since
his motorcycle
mishap, but
having helped
plan the scenario,
he couldn’t stay
away. Photo by
Don Olsen

The scenario begins with a briefing on the details
of the “lost ” hunter. Photo by Nathan Foster

This training is a “trial by fire” for our new Deputies
Mark Horton and Matt Pittman. Veterans Sgt. Kendell
and Sgt. Toll observe. Photo by Don Olsen

It is a crisp and sunny morning for the beginning of
the Mock Search training event on 11/10/07 at
Wasatch and Lightning Ridge. Photo by Nathan Foster

IC requests helicopter assist from Star 7. Photo by
Don Olsen
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Many different teams respond to the search,
including OHV. Photo by Branden Loock

No, we’re not going to let K athy Bennett hide
behind the windshield! Photo by Branden Loock

The Mounted SAR team also joined in the search
and patient tr ansport process. Photo by Branden
Loock

Meanwhile,
patient John Sohl
prepares his leg
wound...
Photo by
Branden Loock

...while hunting
companion, Kris
Harrop prepares to
get lost in the woods.
Photo by John Sohl

class was held at our November general meeting. A follow up wi ll be scheduled in the
spring. Of a more urgent nature, completion of the Sexual Harassment online training
must be completed by December 15, 2007. At this time, only 50% of the membership
have completed the training. See the Overview of Training section on page 5 for
completing this important tr aining requirement.

Fund Raising

Friday, November 30th and Saturday, December 1st are the dates for our Cabelas fund
raising sale. All Search and Rescue team members are invited to help pr epare for the
sale beginning at 10:30 am on Friday. This year’s fundraising sale is unfortunately
only one day. The good news is that i t once again offers us an opportunity to both
raise team funds and stock up on new gear and equipment.

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES

Our newest member is Riley Shock.  Riley is joining the team to mak e better use of
his backcountry skills. He has kayaked for 5-6 years and has paddled the Snake River
up around the Jackson area as well as parts of the Green River. He has rock climbed
since he was 16 and although he does not do tr ad climbing, he rates his abilities at
around 5.9 on bolted routes. On average he climbs about 15-20 times per year. So
please welcome Riley to our team when y ou next see him at the meeting.

Rick Schroeder , who was involved in a motorcycle accident in October, is healing
nicely and should soon return to our meetings—if not to the cal louts. The new team
member to bite the dust is John Sohl . John damaged his left thumb cleaning out a
garage during the Thanksgiving holiday. I know —he should have made up a better
story—but in any case he won’t be conducting any technical climb rescues for a while.

Meg Fogg has put together a l ist of non-active members.  Don Olsen will send out
letters to these individuals advising them that i f they continue to be inactiv e team
members they will be removed from the team.

Sgt. Brandon Toll is working on get ting black Microfleece
Trainer hats with the WCSSAR patch embroidered on the f ront—
a design similar to the one on the curr ent baseball caps. Avail-
ability is still TBA.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

On Nov. 10th WCSSAR participated in a Mock Search  in the Wasatch and Lighting
ridge area. We had four  overdue hunters—John Sohl, Kris Harrop, Scott Combe and
Branden Loock— and sent the K9 team to the car to get a scent. Whi le the dog teams
where looking for the John, we had another individual, Rick Schroeder, approach IC
to see if we had seen his buddy Jeff Stark, who was riding his dirt bike in the area
west of Litt le Monte. He was over due but did have a TracMe device with him.

We sent Steve Ericson along with Sgt. Chad Ferrin up in the state hel icopter with the
TracMe tracking device—which included an antenna and FRS radio to see if they could
locate Jeff. They reported receiving phantom signals to go to a different location. This
may have been from our team using channel 1 on our Rino 530’s back at IC. A dog
team located John and reported that he had been accidentally shot (not f atally–
whew!) b y one of his companions, out of state hunter, Kris. Kris and Scott went f or
help while Branden stayed behind to be wi th John. Kris (the shooter) apparently
became lost. Upon finding out that the shooter w as unaccounted for, the teams were
called back to IC because of our safety.

Meanwhile the helicopter landed and gave the TracMe locating device to one of the
ATV teams to continue the search on the ground. Jeff was finally found after he
whistled to alert the ATV team. Report by Nathan Foster

The Mounted team assisted the K9 team on the Mock Search for the “o verdue hunter.”
We split into two teams to both sear ch as a separate unit and to pr ovide back up to
the dog teams. Once the patient w as found he was evacuated by horseback to IC.
Report by Allen Melle

Mike Jenkins suggested that at the next tr aining maybe the patient(s) could be mor e
relaxed around the dogs. Mike understands that the tr aining should be as close to a
real life experience but also wants the dogs to f eel rewarded for their hard work.



Please note!
We are no longer

being subtle about this
mandatory training.

Complete this important
online training  AND send
Sgt. Chad Ferrin an email
cferrin@co.weber.ut.us

or call him and leave
a message.
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As a follow-up to the Mock Search, here is a report on the TracMe by Steve Ericson:
“TracMe” Personal Locating Beacon Aerial Search Evaluation

An evaluation of the TracMe PLB was conducted during a mock search on Saturday
November 10, 2007. The search area was in mountain terrain. The aircraft was a turbine
helicopter flying at or below 1000 f eet above ground level (AGL) or approximately 10,000
feet above sea level.

In the aircraft were three individuals. The pilot, law enforcement administrative officer of
Weber County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue and the medical coordinator of the same. The
sergeant operated a GPS creating a track of the search with GPS waypoints of signals
found and lost. The medical officer operated the TracMe PLB and reported signal strength
and direction of the yagi antenna (a direction sensitive antenna).

The first signal received was erroneous and not from the TracMe transmitter. This signal
was approximately 5 miles from the lost person wi th the TracMe transmitter. We didn’t
observe any human activity around the first signal ar ea. Its origin is curious, but ma y
have originated from one of our 5 w att Garmin Rino radios. The TracMe receiver had an
intermittent 3 bar signal str ength at this location. After no steady signal and no human
activity were observed, it was decided to search elsewhere. The search began again by
the road where a vehicle with a motor cycle trailer was seen. A second signal ranging
from 1-4 bars of signal strength was received briefly and very intermi ttent. The signal
lasted only 1-2 seconds and was received only over the TracMe receiver and not by the
FRS radio we also had. A GPS position was taken over this location.

The ground team was instructed to meet us at the r oad near the vehicle. They were given
the GPS coordinates of the strongest signal. Using both the TracMe receiver with the dir ec-
tional antenna and the FRS radio they rode toward the GPS coordinates. They didn’t receive
the TracMe signal until they were within 0.2 mi les of the TracMe transmitter. I n fact, the
ground team heard a whistle from the lost person before the TracMe signal was received.

In our opinion, at least in mountainous terr ain, the TracMe PLB was ineffective as a
personal locating beacon.

Rick Schroeder is proposing that someone from TracMe should come to the Winter
Seminar in February to demonstrate this product and we can conduct another field
test of the system at that time.

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

This section provides additional details on select training events. For all training events,
see the calendar on page 1 or the individual team sections.

Fitness Test : December is the final fi tness test—6 pm on Tuesday, December 4th.

25 lb. pack, two miles in 30 minutes:
Snowmobile, ATV, Motorcycle, Mounted SAR Teams.

Pack equivalent to 20% of your body weight or 45 lbs., which ever is
lighter, for 3 miles in 45 minutes:
Ground, Climb, K9, Dive, Swift Water, Winter Ski/Snowshoe Teams.
Bring your pack preloaded with the appr opriate weight.

Sexual harassment training:  to be completed online—see instructions be-
low. You need to complete this course and then send Sgt. Chad Ferrin a note
stating the f act that you’ve completed the training along with the date.

The FINAL deadline for this course is December 15 th , 2007.
Go to www.superiortrainer.com
1. Select Begin Course
2. Enter the Pass-code – Weber County
3. Register for the course. (Please indicate that you are a volunteer.)
4. Select and read the Weber County Harassment Policy.
5. Type your last name to confirm that y ou have read the policy
6. Select next and start the tr aining.

I F YOU DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO A COMPUTER, SGT. CHAD FERRIN  IS ARRANGING  FOR YOU TO USE THE

COMPUTER IN  THE TRAINING  ROOM AT WCSO BEFORE THE MEETING  ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH,
AT 6 PM, TO COMPLETE THE ONLINE  TRAINING .

The K9 teams are first out into the field to
search. Photo by Branden Loock

On a second scenario, Steve Ericson and Sgt.
Chad Ferrin take the TracMe device out into the
field with Star 7. Photo by Nathan Foster

Steve Ericson reviews the
performance of the
TracMe device in the
debrief session at the
Mock Search. Photo by
John Sohl
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December 4 th , Tuesday general meeting, WCSO

We will begin with the fitness tests  at 6 pm. Also at 6 pm, Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for
the WCSO nurse to administer Hepatitis A and B vaccinations  to those team mem-
bers who have not yet received their inoculations and would l ike to have this extra
protection from the hazards of our l ine of volunteer work.

At 7 pm Mike Jenkins will present a one hour review and interactive case study on avalanche
rescue  and a short video of last season’s year in review. (The practical is at Snowbasin on Dec.
8th, 9 am–noon with Beacon 101 and field practice and probe line review.) After Mike’s Tuesday
presentation, Chesley from Liberty Mountain will talk about the new Pieps Beacon  5.0 Version
as well as install the updates in the ones we currently have. She will bring several units with her
to sell to the members that ar e interested for $240.00 (They retail for $399.99) for the DSP 5.0
Model, and $291.99 for the DSP Advanced 5.0 Version (Retail $485.99). For those needing the
update—bring your Pieps Beacon to the meeting for the update and for those wishing to
purchase a new beacon—bring your money. Sgt. Chad Ferrin

Snowbasin’s Avalanche I class will begin on Saturday, January 12th and continue on
the 19th and 26th. The Avalanche II  class will begin on Saturday, January 12th and run
for 7 successive Saturdays through March 1st.

For those who thriv e on the I nternet, Mike is also making available an online course
that is equivalent to the classroom portion of Avalanche I. See the November newslet-
ter for instructions on how to ac cess this online course.

Bryan Bennett has arranged for an Avalanche level I training  on January 11th, 12th

and if needed the 13 th. This class will be given by Craig Gordon with the Utah Ava-
lanche Center. The class will be geared toward safe motorized backcountry travel. See
the Winter Team News on page 8 for more details.

Mike Fogg is scheduling a series of backcountry ski training events: “I would l ike to do a
“Ski the Moon”  training series this winter, planned for the  Friday night closest to the f ull
moon in December (snow permitting), January, February, March and April (again snow
permitting.) I think we should begin our ski ev ent at Powder Mountain or Wolf Mountain
and then ski out of bounds at some point in the ev ening.

So those dates are: December 21st (I would guess we won’ t have
snow, but i f we have snow we can start this night. ); January 25th;
February 22nd; March 21st and April 18th (again usually no snow).”

Mike will contact Wolf Mountain and/ or Powder Mountain to
see if they would l ike to sponsor this training series.

Winter Survival Seminar— Jeff Malan suggested that we con-
tact other agencies and see if they have some training that
they would l ike to provide. Sgt. Toll will be contacting the addi-
tional agencies. The cost for outside agencies will be $35, Weber
County Search and Rescue will be $25. Several different topics
were suggested—such as trying out different types of bivy’s
and emergency blankets, building snow shelters, and another
demo/test of the T racMe.

Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for a session on Crime Scene Preser-
vation and Evidence Handling  for the March 4th team meet-
ing. Jeff Stark and Sgt. Ferrin wi ll also include some K9 specific
instruction wi th this tr aining—what to do and not to do when
K9’s are involved in a search. Accompanying this class will be a
review of radio protocol.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
Cabelas Sale —The Cabelas sale will be held December 1st from 8
am–4 pm. All available team members will meet on Novem-
ber 30 th  at 10:30 am in building 1A (BDO) to help price and
move the gear to the Fair Grounds.  Vendors will be allowed in
the exhibit hall at the Fair Grounds at 6 am on December 1st. The
display will need to be manned at 6 am to compete final setup and
for security. A discount will be given to all Weber County employees
and anyone affiliated with WCSSAR.

Lying down on the job! John Sohl tests some of
the sleeping pads for leaks. Photo by Sheri

CALLING  ALL

TEAM MEMBERS

TO HELP SET UP

THE CABELAS

SALE ON FRIDAY ,
NOVEMBER 30 TH,

10:30 AM.
MEET AT BDO!
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Legends Of Country Music —Sgt. Ferrin was contacted by Larry King, who is in a
band that perf orms old country and western. This band puts on benefi t concerts and
wanted to know i f we are interested in planning this event. WCSSAR would be respon-
sible for coming up wi th the v enue, advertising, and selling tickets. The band would
split the pr oceeds with us 50/50. The majori ty of the executive committee feels that
this will be a great deal of work coming in a y ear when we hosted the MRA conference
and coordinated the Cabelas Sale. They voted to gratefully decline this generous offer.

Laci and Conner Grant —It is time to submi t a request for this grant again for 2008.
There is a $10,000 cap on this grant and it needs to be for “l ife saving, SAR equip-
ment”. The dive team would l ike to submit for some underwater communication gear
and avalanche beacons were also brought up as a possible request. Each team was
asked to think of equipment needs and get them to Sheri as soon as possible.

We are also composing a thank you letter to the Laci and Conner Foundation for the
generous donation of funds for the purchase of team Garmin Rino GPS units that wi ll
be sent along with a photo of our team and their new Rinos.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
Weber State University has installed a new rock climbing gym  called Weber Rocks.
They anticipate that i t wi ll be open to the communi ty sometime early in 2008. It is
potentially an excellent environment for training for the climb teams. The facility has
three walls, two of which ar e about 30 feet high and have multiple lead climbing routes
side by side. There is also a smaller wall with many natural features such as cracks and
pockets. All three walls have numerous small and large overhangs. There is also a
significant belay alcove for practicing multipitch climbing. Report by John Sohl

For a description of the “Ski the Moon”  series, see the Training Section on page 5.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
John Cannon of Diamond Back Air-boats  demonstrated one of his rescue air boats
for the Sheriff’s Office. Sgt. Ferrin stated that y ou can easily fi t at least thr ee patients
on backboards on this boat. It is a 20’ boat wi th a 500 cubic inch motor. The cost is
between $70,000 and $80,000. The Sheriff believes he can secure the funds for this
purchase.

Training/Search and Recovery events:

Winter Pool Training— Rick Goodliffe contacted Dr. Dan Alsup and he was very help-
ful in setting up a time when the div e team could train in his indoors home pool—
Thursday, November 29th at 7 pm. Location—Dive team members will need to contact
Rick, who will stop by the Alsups’ house to see what works for the tr aining.

Follow up report on equipment servicing . Stuart Taylor contacted all local dive shops
to see if our existing f ull face masks could be serviced, but because of the age of our
equipment this could not be accomplished—so basically we cannot use them.

Equipment request  to fi t the Laci and Conner Grant—full face masks with communi-
cations. Diver to diver to surface communications should speed our operation up. If m y
notes are correct a drowning victim—under the right cir cumstances—has potentially a
one hour survival rate.

Most of our missions are 0 to 60 f eet deep in dark water. Full face masks with voice
communications between divers and to the surface provide added safety to these
missions, so we bought these masks. Now they need to be replaced with new ones.

Here are the guidelines  for WCSSAR team members who wish to join the dive
team , and train with us.

1) Qualification/tr aining must be open water certified to be accepted on the dive team.

2) They must reach the level of PADI rescue diver level in order to dive on missions.

3) They must also meet the WCSSAR directives.
3.5.2.2 Divers(D):  Typical call-out scenario—Recovery of drowning victims in “sti ll

water” such as ponds, lakes, reservoirs, etc. Recovery of sub-
merged vehicles (cars, trucks, boats, aircraft, etc.) or crime scene
evidence from “sti ll” water. Required skills—Rescue Diver Certifi-
cation. Dark water experience. Required training—underwater

WCSSAR group shot taken at the Mock Search,
saying “Thank You” to the Laci and Conner Founda-
tion for the Rino 530’s. Photo by Branden Loock

Images of the new climb walls at Weber State.
Photos by John Sohl
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search, underwater recovery/salvage, ice diving, basic first aid/
CPR. Required personal equipment—full wet suit or dry sui t, tanks,
regulator, buoyancy compensator, mask, snorkel, fins, depth
gauge/dive computer, log book.

4) We encourage all open water certified members to be on the team.

Training for existing or new members. Training is monthly and is mandatory. Also an
evaluation of fi tness and level of diving wi ll be considered to be diver qualified.

Future training dates:  December 13th, January 17th, February 21st, March 13th.

If y ou have any questions please feel free to call, thanks Rick Goodliffe.

K9 N EWS:
Upcoming Training: Snowbasin and WBR will host the December work out at Snow-
basin which will involve snow and avalanche work. The Rescue Training Center will be
operational and all SAR members are invited to at tend. Report by Mike Jenkins

Bryan Bennett and Jackie just returned from a Thanksgiving weekend search  for
a missing 46 YO male that did not r eturn f rom a day hike on November 10th. “Jackie
and I wer e called by High Country K9 SAR to assist near Lander, Wyoming. Unfortu-
nately, after 2 v ery long and cold days of searching, we had no luck. My GPS track
from Saturday was just over 12 miles and my track from Sunday was just over 10
miles. The temperature was 6 degrees Saturday morning!” Report by Bryan Bennett.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
State Shed SAR Office— The purchase order is ready for the materials to bui ld the
shed. Lyman Stoker is getting the lumber. We need about 10 people, who “know what
they are doing”, to meet at the snowmobi le parking lot on December 8th at 8 am, f or
construction to begin.  (A reminder for all that this is the same da y as the Beacon
Training at Snowbasin.)

Monte Guard Station— The Forest Service has offered to turn o ver the Monte Guard
Station to Weber County. The issue is maintenance and we, Weber County SAR, would
most likely have to take on this responsibility. We already have a radio, heater and
some other essentials stored in the top of the bui lding. The idea would be to turn the
bottom into a “W arming Hut” that would be open f or any one to use and update the
radio equipment for relay purposes during searches. The concern is that the Guard
Station is located outside of Weber County and it’s a difficult decision to allocate
Weber County funds to maintain the bui lding. This is why WCSSAR is considering
taking this on. Look f orward to more about this in the near f uture and please, if you
have comment, let us know. Bryan Bennett

Liberty Mountain has set up a new Pro Deal Program for purchases. No longer will
you be able to purchase merchandise using the Weber County account. The pricing
will be the same but y ou must go on to the Libert y Mountain website,
www.libertymountain.com, and print of f a Pro Deal form, fi ll it out, ha ve it signed by
a member of the Sheriff’s Office and return i t to them. They wi ll set you up with your
own cash account and you will then be able to place orders online. Someone from
Liberty Mountain will be attending our December meeting so bring the f orm to the
meeting and they can take it back for you. Bryan Bennett

John Sohl takes a picture of the debrief f rom horseback, catching Branden Loock in the act of taking a pictur e of John, taking a pictur e of Branden...

Combined K9 and MSAR team members call for
transport, treat the wound and continue to assess
vitals. Photo by Branden Loock

The K9 searchers locate the injured hunter and
begin by assessing his condition. Photo by Branden
Loock

Medical care is excellent and the patient quickly r e-
covers to ride out wi th the MSAR team. Photo by
Branden Loock
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Scott Willis stated that he needs to add the Cache repeater frequency into all VHF
radios.  It w as discussed that we need to see if we can have access to the Forest
Service repeater on Mt. Ogden. Also mentioned was the reminder that we need to use
the 800 MHz radios whenever possible.

As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications  change ,
please send Meg Fogg a message so she can keep the database up-to-date.

MEDICAL  NEWS:
Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for Robyn, the WCSO nurse, to come to our December meeting
and administer Hepatitis A and B vaccinations  to those team members who have
not yet received their inoculations and would l ike to have this extra protection from
the hazards of our l ine of volunteer work. The vaccinations are given in a series of
three doses, so please be aware that you will need to make yourselves available at the
time the WCSO gives the second and third shots. If y ou have any questions or con-
cerns, please ask your doctor about your specific health questions relating to these
vaccinations or contact Steve Ericson for general information.

Robyn will also draw a blood sample and test the titer  of team members who have
received Hep shots in the past. We will all be able to accomplish these many tasks if
members wanting either the Hep shots or their ti ter tested, would arriv e early—be-
tween 6 and 7 pm.

Wolf Mountain’s OEC refresher  was successfully completed by a sizeable group of
WCSSAR team members—a big thank you once again to the folks at Wolf Mountain Ski
Resort for preparing and hosting the refresher and to Nathan Foster for coordinating
our participation!

Rescue Techniques: Lifts and Loads  by Steve Ericson

SAR team members frequently must l ift and carry heavy loads. Properly lifting and
carrying loads reduces the risk of injury to y ou, team members, and the patient.
Losing grasp may cause injury to others or y ourself. If y ou feel insecure in your
grasp ask the team to stop whi le you regain control or switch out your positions.

Before lifting, assess the weight to be l ifted, as well as your ability and team
members to lift and carry the load. It is pr eferable to change out team members
rather than injuring y ourself or others.

The most important rule in l ifting is to alw ays keep your back straight (upright
position) and never twist whi le lifting. The power l ift is the safest and most
powerful method of l ifting. The power l ift involves starting with the f eet spaced
15” apart and legs flexed. Proceed by extending the legs, whi le not twisting, and
maintain a straight back. Coordinate your movements with other team members.
Usually the person at the head wi ll coordinate the l ift and carry. As with l ifting do
not twist y our back while carrying the load. Keep the load as close to your body
as possible. Proceed at a comfortable pace for team members and the terr ain. If
you fall you will take team members and the patient wi th you.

In conclusion, assess your ability to perf orm. Assess the load to be carried. Use
the power l ift method to l ift and do not twist y our back. Proceed at a comfortable
pace and switch out when tir ed. Be safe out there, if you’re injured the whole
system breaks-down.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
The mounted team is pretty much shut down for winter.  Most of the horses have
had their shoes removed and the snow is knee deep. A few horses are still available in
case there is a call in lower elevations, such as a suburban search, that might in volve
the MSAR team.

On November 3rd Allen Melle, Alan Clapperton and Ken Albertson from the MSAR team
took climb team members Nathan Foster, Jared Randall and Kimball Kelsey on a ride
up Wheatgrass Canyon  to see the sport cl imbing area that is being developed up
there. There are two climbing areas near each other but they only had time to r each
one, which is known to the cl imbers as Serendipity Rock.

On November 17th Allen and Todd Nebeker did a tr aining ride up the right and left
hand canyons of Middle Fork  above Causey Dam.

Alan Clapperton, Jared Randall and Ken Albertson on
the Wheatgrass Canyon ride. Photo by Nathan Foster

Allen Melle readies his horses for the Wheatgrass
Canyon ride. Photo by Nathan Foster

The MSAR team offers to transport the patient
back to IC...                  Photo by John Sohl

...an of fer that y ou’ll rarely see this patient turning
down.  ;-) Thanks MSAR!       Photo by John Sohl

Thanks to
Branden Loock
for taking
great photos
at the Mock
Search. Photo
by John Sohl



Nathan Foster furiously taking notes during the
entire Mock Search. A fabulous job of planning—
thanks Nate! Photo by John Sohl

A good first time search by Dep. Mark Horton and
Dep. Matt Pittman. Photo by John Sohl
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See the training section for a description of the MSAR ride at Lightning Ridge  for
the Mock Search on November 10th.

SEARCH NEWS:
Bryan Bennett is planning a Mock Winter Search  for February 9th, 2008. See the
Winter News section below for details.

OHV NEWS:
Jeff Stark is planning additional motorcycle  familiarization rides, snow permitting.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
Avalanche Certification— At our last meeting, the Winter T eam, as a group, unani-
mously agreed that every member needed to have a current Avalanche 1 certifica-
tion. This question was put out to membership at lar ge and everyone agreed. It w as
also determined that we needed to come up wi th a more streamlined approach to
getting this done, wel l we did.

Craig Gordon from the Utah Avalanche Center has agreed to do a “Turbocharged”
version of the Avalanche I class for our Winter Team. This class will be tailored
towards “Motorized” snow travel. This class will consist of one evening classroom
session on January 11th, 2008, a one day field session on January 12th and maybe
another half day field session on January 13th, but he doesn’t think that wi ll be neces-
sary. This Certification is good for 2 years so you will not need to do this again unti l
January of 2010.

This is what we have been asking for. All of us need to support this class by setting
aside the evening of January 11th and the day of January 12th, 2008. This is quite a bit
of notice but i f you have a conflict, I need y ou to get wi th me so we can figure out an
alternative. If y ou feel your Certification is current and you do not wish to at tend this
class, please provide me the proof. Also keep in mind that i t wi ll be your personal
responsibility to maintain this Certi fication. As a team, we decided each member
must have this to ride. Please set these dates aside.

Parking Passes— We are in the process of purchasing the Parking Passes. These
will be available to all Winter Team members that have completed the Physical Fit-
ness test and the Beacon test. The dates for each of these tests are listed on the
training calendar portion of the newslet ter. Please let me know if wi ll not be able to
attend or complete these requirements.

Mock Search— We have a Mock Search scheduled for February 9th, 2008. We are
going to do i t a l itt le different this year. I n past years it’s been more of a GPS course,
well this year we will have victims placed in various areas waiting for your help. I
have talked to a couple of the Ski Team members and they are anxious to try out their
winter survival gear and skills. The number of scenarios will be determined by the
number of members committed to participate. We will make the scenarios as realistic
as possible. We will give their preferred riding areas, they will have cell phones that
may or may not work, FRS radios, possible injuries and they will all need a ride out,
by sled or snow cat. We are hoping that the Ski Team will not have to rely on their
winter survival skills too long.

Sgt. Ferrin reports that the snowcats  servicing and registrations are completed.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
Jeff Stark has finished up the last CERT class on his schedule for the year.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT —KAREN ALEXANDER BY KATHY BENNETT

One year ago Karen Alexander and her canine partner, Ripley, a four year old Chocolate Labra-
dor Retriever, joined WCSSAR. Karen and Ripley began their partnership with American Search
Dogs where they attained the highest certi fication level in wilderness, water, tracking and
scent discrimination. Karen and Ripley are currently working wi th Wally Hendricks of Duchesne
County to achieve operational status in cadaver and hope to accomplish this goal by early next
year. Ripley is certified with the American Kennel Club as a CGC (Canine Good Citizen), and has
been certified excellent in obedience and utility advanced by an AKC evaluator.

Karen has had an interesting and memorable career since joining search and rescue. One of
the two most memor able searches was a mock winter search hosted by Bear Lake Search and

Back to the saga of
the Mock Search—
Computers and
radios were blazing
in the “mini-mobile
command center”
at IC. Photo by
Branden Loock

Karen Alexander and Ripley at the 2007 Winter
Survival Seminar. Photos by Sheri
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Rescue. Ripley and she were deployed to search a mountain
side in snow 5-6 feet deep. Ripley located four out of the six
patients in the search area. One of the mock victims had laid
in the snow for too long and w as becoming hypothermic.
Ripley laid down next to this victim to help k eep her warm
until further assistance arrived to help her. Karen says, “that
was an amazing day for us.”

The other memorable search was a drowning on July 4th,
2005 at Bear Lake. Ripley and Karen worked throughout the
better part of the night wi th another canine team to pinpoint
the location of the dr owned victim. Once they established
the location of the victim i t took the div e team less than six
minutes to recover the body. Karen remembers as she ap-
proached the shore from the water seeing the brother and family of the victim w aiting in their
car in the dark. She remembers feeling sorrow and heartache for this family and praying they
would be able to deal wi th this tr agedy over time. This was the search that taught her so much
about being understanding and compassionate towards those families that are grieving for their
lost loved ones. It also made her realize what a great service search and rescue provides to the
community and how fortunate our communi ties are to have the countless individuals who
volunteer their time to help those in need.

Karen was born in Marin County, San Francisco, CA, the youngest of five children. Her family
lived in California for the first f our years of her life and then moved to Ogden, Utah where she
has lived since then. Karen graduated from Utah State University with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Art and Community Health Education. On August 31, 1991, Karen married the man of
her dreams Joe Alexander at Lake Powell. They currently reside in Layton and have two beau-
tiful children named Sara, age 12, and Ben, age 9. Karen has illustrated and published a book
titled “Pinecones and Campfire Critters” f or children and has been involved in illustrating other
books. Karen works part-time as an Art teacher f or the Davis County School District teaching Art
to 5 th and 6th grade students and Joe works for Reliance Steel & Aluminum Co. in Salt Lake City.

When Karen is not busy searching or working she also likes to snow ski, water ski, mountain
bike, garden, draw, paint and horseback ride in the mountains on horses Ditto and Dauntless
with long time f riend T.V. A long time dr eam Karen and Joe will see fulfilled before their children
are grown and gone is to take the family to Alaska and Canada salmon fishing.

As a child, Karen and her family were always working and training hunting dogs. This love of
dogs as a child as grown into a r emarkable hobby that Karen loves. Within the last six months
Karen and her other chocolate Labrador, Koda, have begun participating in the American Kennel
Club (AKC) discipline of Dock Jumping on a national level. Since then Koda has won a national
competition and has been predicted by other dock jumping tr ainers to be the next AKC cham-
pion. Karen believes it is easier sometimes to work wi th dogs rather than people—the most
important lessons she has learned throughout the years is; “Trust your dog.”

Karen gives credit to her f riends, Patti Allen and Jed McDermott, f or helping her get started in
search and rescue and training Ripley. She further stated that she has met and work ed with
many great people whom she admires and respects, especially the members of WCSSAR, who
have been willing to share their knowledge and expertise with her. “They are an amazing, highly
trained professional group of people and I am lucky to be able to work wi th them,” Karen stated.
She looks forward to staying with our team f or many years to come and assisting on future
searches where she and Ripley can help family find their missing lo ves ones.

Karen, your friends at WCSSAR look forward to working wi th you. It has been a pleasure to have
you as a member of the team. It is people l ike you that make WCSSAR a great team. Thanks to
you and Ripley for your time and f riendship.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to all those team members helping out wi th articles for the newsletter and
corrections to the minutes. Thanks to Angie Turner for taking the minutes at the
Executive Committee meeting and Patsy Winchester for all of her continued help .

Thanks also to everyone who sent me pictures for the newsletter. I alw ays want to
include them all and my most difficult task is choosing which great images to use.

This newsletter is published for the benefi t of  all WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771; sheri@clarkfoundation.org
Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett; kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

Karen and Ripley
attend the West
Haven Elementary
School Safety Fair in
2007. Photo by Sheri

Karen Alexander and Ripley

Karen and T.V.
on Ditto and
Dauntless, with
Ripley. Photo
provided by
Karen Alexander

Karen, Ripley
and Koda
Photo
provided by
Karen
Alexander

Karen and Jed
McDermott Photo
provided by Karen
Alexander

Left, Karen attending the Bear Lake mock search. Photo provided by Karen Alexander

Below, Karen and Ripley
search from John Sohl’s
kayak with the div e team
on Pineview.


