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TRAINING  CALENDAR

JANUARY 2008

08 Winter Survival Seminar planning meeting WCSO, 6 pm ...................................... Sgt. Brandon T.

08 Meeting—Pack preparedness and readiness, WCSO, 7 pm ................................. Don O., Bryan B.

11 & 12 Avalanche I course & field session for motorized backcountry travel,

11th–WCSO 6–10 pm; 12th—Monte 8 am–5 pm; 13th if necessary .............. Bryan B., Craig Gordon

12 Avalanche Awareness Field Session, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm.......................................... Mike J.

12,19,26 Avalanche Level I course and field session, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm................................ Mike J.

12,19,26 Avalanche Level II on Satur days, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm .............................................. Mike J.
17 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

19 Ski the Moon, (note, this is a date change) Powder Mtn. Sundown Lift, 4 pm .................... Mike F.

FEBRUARY

2,9,16,23 Avalanche Level II on Satur days, Snowbasin, 10 am–4 pm .............................................. Mike J.

05 Hep B shots, WCSO, 6 pm ...................................................................................... Sgt. Chad F.

05 Meeting—Pack check....................................................................................... Don O., Bryan B.
09 Mock Winter Search, Monte, 4 pm ................................................................................ Bryan B.
21 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.

22 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

22-24 Winter Survival Seminar, Environment Center, check-in 4 pm Friday .................... Sgt. Brandon T.

MARCH

01 Avalanche Level II on Satur day ....................................................................................... Mike J.
04 Meeting—Crime Scene Preservation, Radio Protocol ................................................. Sgt. Chad F.
08 Davies Cabin ride and BBQ (note this is a date change) ................................................. Bryan B.
13 Swimming Pool Dive training, 7 pm, contact Rick for location ............................................ Rick G.
21 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

APRIL

18 Ski the Moon, Location and time TBA.............................................................................. Mike F.

EVENTS CALENDAR
As we greet the new year, please look at your calendars and send along any team events to your

coordinators that should be considered for the 2008 calendar.

NOVEMBER/D ECEMBER 2007 C ALLOUTS

No callouts this month.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Greetings to all and Happy New Year. Things have been very quiet in Weber County and
despite a significant amount of snowf all and recreation time wi th the hol idays, we have not
seen any call-outs. Our situation has not been the case however in some of our neighboring
counties. In the last eight days there have been 3 fatalities and subsequent recoveries
related to avalanche. What a tragedy these events are to the f amilies involved and the
situation is made worse when one realizes that these incidents potentially could have been
avoided if the victims had the pr oper equipment, tr aining, and experience in making correct
decisions given the conditions. From the perspective of the Command Staff we do get

Reminder: WCSSAR meetings are in
the main WCSO building.
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concerned that our lack of call-outs prevent us from using and honing our
skills and abilities negatively impacting our preparedness. Our recent lack of
opportunity to apply practically our skills makes the training activities we have
planned in January that much more important.

Here are some of the tr aining opportunities for January; Avalanche I, 10 es-
sentials and building an effective Ready Pack, Friday patrol rides, Snowmobile
Geocaching, Powder Mtn familiarity rides. Please attend the r equired trainings
and make the most of these opportuni ties.

A special thank you to all who assisted in constructing the I ncident Command
facility inside the State shed at the snowmobile parking lot on Hwy 39. Once
completed, this will be a valuable resource to the team, impr oving our ability
to manage a lost person incident in that part of the count y. While there were
many who assisted in the construction, we give significant credit and praise to
Jeff Malan for the motiv ation and initiative and to the Stokers (Caleb, Gary,
and Lyman) and Joe Humphries for both af fording us the proper equipment
and knowledge in making this facility a reality. Terrific Job!

MEMBERSHIP  I SSUES AND UPDATES

New Members Update by Kathy Bennett and Angie Turner: We have several new
members this month. I would l ike to intr oduce Ian Hess.  He is a Firefighter for
Ogden City and works at McKay Dee Hospital, he wi ll complete his RN training
within a short time. His main goal in l ife is to work on Li fe Flight or Air Med as a
nurse. He has a 4-wheeler and is half way through rescue dive certification. He
likes to ski and snowmobile. He would also like to become involved with the dog
team at some time. He resides in Ogden. Welcome aboard!!

Introducing Les Hinman.  He will be on the cl imb team wi th about 13 y ears
experience. He is married with 2 children and resides in Layton. He was raised
in Oregon and has been in Utah for the last 15 years. He is an operator/owner
of a audio installation company. Les enjoys outdoor activities such as
snowboarding, hiking, biking, and backpacking. He has all of his own equip-
ment and climbs mostly in Litt le Cottonwood Canyon. Congratulations to Les,
welcome.

Our next new volunteer is not a str anger to us, Mark Jensen,  son of Kent
Jensen. He has helped out many times in the past wi th the cl imb wall and
works at Petco as an Assistant Manager. He is also in the process of getting his
Fire Fighter 1. Mark is 22 years old and will be an all around assist for all
teams. He will focus on climb team, Winter team and OHV. It is gr eat to have
second generations become involved in the team and we look f orward to
getting to know Mark. Good to have you on the team.

Nathan Forster  will also be joining our team and l ives in Davis County. He
has had several years of experience riding a snowmobile and was approved
for membership on the Winter team. W elcome aboard Nathan.

Thanks to each of you for becoming involved with the WCSSAR.

Don Olsen suggested using the Yahoo website for members to post discount
opportunities. For new members, if you wish to join the WCSAR Yahoo
group , please go to http://gr oups.yahoo.com/group/WCSAR/ and subscribe
or contact Don Olsen for more information.

Rick Schroeder has been invited to the January Outdoor Retail Show.  Rick
will be looking for a new coat vendor for our team winter coats.

FYI Mike Jenkins  was promoted to Mountain Manager at Snowbasin Ski
Resort—congrats Mike!

The fleece hats  mentioned in the last newslet ter are now ordered and will be
given out to team members as a thank y ou.

Construction of the Monte Shed. “The Stokers are
increadable and really made the day a productive
one.” Photos provided by Don Olsen.

Time for a roof...

Joists go up...

Walls almost done...



On a happy note—former WCSSAR officer, Brad Randall  tied the knot wi th Lori
Vinacco on December 14th. Good luck and many happy adventures to you both!

PREVIOUS  TRAINING  REPORTS

The avalanche training session at Snowbasin  was a valuable exercise and
we had excellent support f rom the Snowbasin Ski Patrol. Our team practiced
with multiple brands of transceivers and with the automated Rescue Training
Center. Most of the team had good r escue times even for multiple burials. (A
small group continued this tr aining for another hour after ev erything else had
ended.) Steve Ericson coordinated a fine probe line and we located the buried
pack on the first pass. Snowbasin brought out their RECCO unit and gave many
on the team a chance to try locating a tar get. The RECCO is a very interesting
device but one that needs some practice to use it effectively. While most of the
team was engaged in these training sessions next to the Ski Patrol building, the
K9 team was busy doing multiple drills by the Maples trailhead. Overall, it was an
excellent training and we were finished well before lunch. Report by John Sohl

OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

This section provides additional details on select training events. For all train-
ing events, see the calendar on page 1 or the individual team sections.

January 8 th , Tuesday general meeting, WCSO

Instead of the Avalanche Awareness Class on January 8th there will be a pack
preparedness and readiness class .

There will be a pack check at the meeting on February 5th.

The Mock Search  on February 9th will be at Monte at 4 pm.

The Davies Cabin ride  has been moved to March 8th.

Bryan Bennett has arranged for an Avalanche level I training  on January
11th, 12th and if needed the 13th. This class will be given by Craig Gordon with
the Utah Avalanche Center. The class will be geared toward safe motorized
backcountry travel. See the Winter Team News on page 5 for more details.

Mike Fogg is scheduling a series of backcountry ski training events: “I would l ike
to do a “Ski the Moon”  training series this winter, planned for a weekend night
closest to the full moon in January, February, March and April (snow permitting.)
The next one will be at Powder Mountain at the Sundown l ift starting at 4 pm
and we will head out of r esort assuming the conditions allow at 6:30 pm. W e
will gather at the bot tom of the Sundown l ift at 6:15ish to be on the l ift and
at the top at 6:30 to head out the back and down to the r oad. This trip should
take about an hour to an hour and a hal f. We will need to set up a shut tle
from the gate to the parking lot. The dates are: Jan. 19th (date change), Feb.
22nd, Mar. 21st and Apr. 18th (if there’s snow).”

Winter Survival Seminar— The agenda has been completed and appears below.
Steve Ericson suggested that we include a first aid scenario. It w as decided that
this will be included in the round-robin sessions. It was also suggested that we
have someone do a SPOT (Satellite Personal Tracker) demo and try out that
equipment. Box Elder and Bear Lake have expressed interest in coming. Sgt. Toll
will contact the rest of the local agencies. There will be a meeting to final ize the
details for the Seminar on January 8th at 6 pm.

Kimball Kelsey has been getting prizes from various sponsors for the Winter
Seminar. Kimball would l ike to include a thank-you section on the home page
and the February Newsletter for the sponsors. Sheri is working on a web
page which will be linked to our main page that thanks not only the Winter
Seminar donors but wi ll also continue to thank the MRA conference donors
and the Laci and Conner SAR fund.
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One nice space for IC. Thanks to all!

Finishing the railing...

Last few cuts...

Brad and Lori celebrate their special day at
Jeremiah’s. Nice tie, Brad—congrats to you both!
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Winter Survival Seminar at the Environmental Center

Friday 22 nd :
1600-1700: Arrive and check-in
1700-1800: Dinner (Welcome and Itinerary)
1800-2000: Bivy and Shelters (bring your bivy/emergency shelter)

Saturday 23 rd :
0700-0800: Breakfast
0800-0900: Rescuer and patient nutri tion
0930-1200: Round Robin (tr aining TBA)
1200-1300: Lunch
1330-1530: Beacon and GPS competition
1530-1800: Break (social)
1800-1900: Dinner
1900-2000: Weather forecasting
2000- Awards/Certificates/Free Time

Sunday 24 th :
0800-0900: Breakfast
0900-1000: Shoot Overview
1000-1200: Snowshoe Shoot
1200-1300: Lunch (Shooting Awards)
1300- Clean-up and go

RSVP: Sgt. Brandon Toll btoll@co.weber.ut.us if you plan to at tend. Registra-
tion sent care of Sgt. B. Toll to 721 W. 12th Street Ogden, UT 84404.

Sgt. Ferrin is arranging for a session on Crime Scene Preservation and
Evidence Handling  for the March 4th team meeting. Jeff Stark and Sgt.
Ferrin wi ll also include some K9 specific instruction wi th this tr aining—what to
do and not to do when K9’s are involved in a search. Accompanying this class
will be a review of radio protocol.

CLIMBING  WALL AND FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES :
Cabelas Sale —We made about $10,000 at the Cabelas sale. Some of the left
over items were donated to the Rescue Mission and Ogden Shelter. Everything
else is being sold on E-bay. Thanks to everyone who helped out wi th the sale!

Laci and Conner Grant —It w as decided to use the press release (pg. 6) that
was sent to us from the Laci and Conner foundation along with the gr oup shot
that Kathy Bennett took wi th everyone holding Rino’s. Anyone with any ideas for
our next grant application needs to get the inf ormation to Sgt. Ferrin by January.
Please include as much information as possible along with the cost.

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
For a description of the “Ski the Moon”  series, see Training Section pg. 3.

The MRA winter business meeting  will be held in SLC on January 11th-
13th. Attending for our team wi ll be Roy West, John Sohl and Sheri.

DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
Winter Pool Training— The December training was cancelled but the Janu-
ary training is still on.

February’s training— Chad Ferrin was contacted by Box Elder SAR Dive
Commander. They would l ike to tr ain with Weber County SAR dive team. Rick
contacted Box Elder’s dive commander and told him that we’d set up a tr ain-
ing for his team to join our team. Location (B elmont Springs) Rick will contact
Belmont Springs and get back in contact with Box Elder SAR and confirm the
training date.

...and
grinning
(or
grimac-
ing?)

...and
sizing...

There was much sorting...

The Outdoor gear surplus sale was arranged for our
team by Mike Braley and an amazing amount of time
in preparation was spent by Sgt. Chad Ferrin and the
WCSO officers as well as a core group of volunteers.
Photos by John Sohl
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This is a reminder to the WCSSAR dive team. This time of y ear is “Not” the time
to put away your Dive gear. But i t is a great time to get i t out and go thr ough it.
Making all repairs to your equipment as necessary and get your regulator ser-
viced, which is a yearly requirement. Keep your gear in good shape and keep it all
together. Be Prepared you never know when you’ll need it. Rick Goodliffe.

K9 N EWS:
The Snowbasin Resort hosted the monthly field tr aining reviewing principles
and practices of avalanche rescue.  Practice stations included beacon drills
at the WBR/Snowbasin Rescue Training Center, RECCO practice, problines and
a mock rescue. The K9/avalanche team practiced with l ive and scent article
drills. Report by Mike Jenkins.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
State Shed SAR Office— The shed is framed and insulated. There is some
painting that needs to be done. The shed went up quickly , thanks to al l those
that helped. Without their ski lls and expertise this project would have taken
much longer. This will be a great facility for Search & Rescue.

As a continuing reminder, if your personal information or certifications
change , please send Meg Fogg a message so she can update the database.

MEDICAL  NEWS:
Sgt. Chad Ferrin has received the results from the titer check— Arnold Arias,
Lane McPheeters, Todd Nebeker, Mike Otto, Stuart Taylor, Gary Tolman, Sheri
Trbovich and Denny Valberg should give him a call. Sgt. Ferrin is also arrang-
ing for everyone who needs their second Hep B shot to receive it at the Febru-
ary 5th meeting at 6 pm. An yone who needs to receive a first shot should also
plan to arrive at that time.

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
The mounted team is pretty much shut down for winter.  Most of the horses
have had their shoes removed and the snow is knee deep. A few horses are
still available in case there is a call in lower elevations, such as an urban
search, that might in volve the MSAR team.

SEARCH NEWS:
Bryan Bennett is planning a Mock Winter Search  for February 9th, 2008. We are
going to do i t a litt le different this year. I n past years it’s been more of a GPS
course, well this year we will have victims placed in various areas waiting for your
help. I have talked to a couple of the Ski Team members and they are anxious to
try out their winter surviv al gear and skills. The number of scenarios will be
determined by the number of members committed to participate. We will make
the scenarios as realistic as possible. We will give their preferred riding areas, they
will have cell phones that may or may not work, FRS radios, possible injuries and
they will all need a ride out, by sled or snow cat. We are hoping that the Ski Team
will not have to rely on their winter surviv al skills too long.

OHV NEWS:
Nothing new.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
The Sheriff’s office hopes to begin the Friday rides  on January 11th. We will
once again be putting out priz es and sending GPS coordinates out for the
Saturday riders. We would like to invite anyone interested to join us on Fri-
days. We meet in the parking lot at 9 am.

The Avalanche Class  is on January 11th and 12th and maybe a few hours on the
13th. We will meet at the Sheriff’s office at 6 pm on the 11 th and at the Monte

...and sizing...

And more sorting...

...and—hmmm...

...and organizing...
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Parking Lot at 8 am on the 12 th and 13th if needed. I have only heard from a couple
of people that can not at tend—we are expecting a good turnout. You will want to
bring snow shoes or skies for the field session. We will be riding to Whiskey and if
you’ve been out riding, you know the snow is deep and bottomless. We will be
doing search drills and unless you plan on post holing through several feet of
snow, bring some form of pedestrian snow travel. Also, bring a pack lunch and
water to last al l day. I r eally appreciate your support with this class.

The January 8th meeting will be about our packs . There will be a few examples
of packs there but i f you feel you have a good set up, please feel free to bring
it and share it wi th the r est of the gr oup. We will have a full pack inspection at
the February meeting.

Please note that the Davies Cabin ride  is now rescheduled for March 8th.

Report by Bryan Bennett.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
On March 8th from 8-12 Jeff Stark will be doing a CERT class at the Swanson
building. On April 19th or 26 th there will be a mock disaster. Jeff wi ll also be
starting a new CERT class at Ogden City on Jan 17th 6:30-9:30 pm, this wi ll run
every Thursday for 9 weeks. This will be at the Public Safety Building at 2186
Lincoln Avenue in the tr aining room. Please contact Jeff i f you are able to help
with any of these events.

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT —THANKS TO YOU ALL! BY KATHY BENNETT

The WCSSAR is a great organization and is known for its excellent tr aining, volunteer
involvement, and talented, competent v olunteer base. We would not be as successful
as we are without our f amilies. At this time we would l ike to give a much deserved

thank you and round of applause to those loved ones that make
it possible for us to volunteer!

There are many of us that could not be in volved without our
families being there to encourage, assist and love us. Our fami-
lies are silent heroes in the effort to help our communi ty through
our search and rescue efforts. One volunteer said, “No way could
I do this wi thout my wife!” Another volunteer believes that the
real sacrifice is made by those left home when we ar e called out.

If we had the time to interview each v olunteer the responses would
be similar but the sentiment al l the same—THANK YOU!!! At each of
our activities, whether i t is a training seminar, fund raiser or a group
activity, there are family members that lend a hand. They give of their
time and talents to help us make a difference.

We deeply appreciate each and everyone of you. For your sup-
port and love that make it possible for us to volunteer for
WCSSAR. We look forward to another successful year for WC-
SSAR and your continued support. Have a great New Year!

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Thanks to all those team members helping out wi th articles for
the newsletter. Thanks especially to Angie Turner  for taking
the minutes at the Executive Committee.

Thanks also to everyone who sent me pictures for the newsletter.
I always want to include them al l and my most difficult task is
choosing which great images to use.

This newsletter is published for the benefit of all WCSSAR members.

Newsletter Editor Sheri; 801-725-2771;
sheri@clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor Kathy Bennett;
kathy_bennett1@comcast.net

...and more boots. But a good time w as had by all
and it was a very successful sale. Thanks everyone!

...and more belts...


