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TRAINING  CALENDAR

JULY
06 Meeting: ATV protocol, behavior on the tr ail, 7 pm, .......................................................... Mike F
10 Sat. Training: ATV, Avon to Willard, 8 am ..................................................................... Lyman S.
10 MRA—summer recert training, 8 am, TBA....................................................................... John S.

16, 17 MSAR Wheatgrass (upper) fam. ride, 8 am .................................................................... Allen M.
17 K9 ............................................................................................................................... Bryan B.
31 MRA—summer recert training, 9 am, Ogden Canyon at Perry Camp................................. John S.

AUGUST
03 Meeting: cancelled for fair ........................................................................................................
07 Sat. Training: cancelled for fair .................................................................................................
14 Airboat, Fremont I sl. ..................................................................................................... Dave C.
21 MRA—summer recert training, organization & last polish session before the tests ............ John S.

27–29 Climb and MSAR, City of Rocks, ID .................................................................... Roy W., Allen M.

SEPTEMBER
07 Pack Test, 5:45 pm ............................................................................................ Sgt. Brandon T.
07 Meeting: Gore-Tex ................................................................................................... Brandon W.
11 Sat. Training:  Pintail Flats; ATVs, snowcat, airboat teams for mock search, 9a ............................
11 PowMow OEC refresher ................................................................................................. Mike O.
18 MSAR........................................................................................................................... Allen M.

OCTOBER
02 WCSSAR OEC refresher, tentativ e date .......................................................................... Steve E.
05 Pack Test, 5:45 pm ............................................................................................ Sgt. Brandon T.
05 Meeting: Air Force Search & Recovery ............................................................................... Eli W.
09 No training; Annual BBQ 4pm @ TBD................................................................. Sgt. Brandon T.

15–17 Deer Camp........................................................................................................ Sgt. Brandon T.

NOVEMBER
02 Meeting: K9 ................................................................................................................. Bryan B.
06 Sat. Training: ...........................................................................................................................
20 Wolf Creek OEC refresher ........................................................................................... Nathan F.
20 MSAR........................................................................................................................... Allen M.

EVENTS CALENDAR

JULY
05 Parade, Farr West, 9 am ............................................................................................... Sgt. Toll
10 Climb Wall, Snowbasin Tour de Mtn. Green, 5p–7p ....................................................................
24 Parade, Ogden Pioneer Days, 9 am ............................................................................... Sgt. Toll
24 Climb Wall, Mtn. Green, 9a–3p..................................................................................................
31 Parade, Harrisville, 9 am ............................................................................................... Sgt. Toll

AUGUST
07 Parade, Roy, 9 am ........................................................................................................ Sgt. Toll

11-14 Climb Wall, Weber Co. Fair .................................................................................. Sgt. Brandon T.
28 Climb Wall, Snowbasin 100 Yr. Event .........................................................................................

SEPTEMBER
10-12 MRA summer reaccreditation, Provo ............................................................................... John S.

MAY/J UNE 2010 C ALLOUTS

06/06/10:  1 mile off Fremont I sland; Airboat got stuck on 06/05/10, S AR accessed it thr ough Antelope
Island. Five other airboat crews volunteered to help shuttle people to the site, and 25 people were
helping to dig out the airboat. Due to the condi tions of the marsh, i t took many hours to dig i t out.

COMMANDER ’S MESSAGE

Communications Protocol Arriving at an Incident —Allow me to first thank al l of you that have

Weber County Sherif fWeber County Sherif f

WCSSAR meetings are held in the main WCSO building.
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responded to recent Call-outs that ha ve pretty much ended or been resolved by the
time you arrived. I know i t can be frustrating but one never knows how these inci-
dents will unfold...

Occasionally we have incidents that are in areas of poor 800 MHz radio reception or
tight/l imited parking. Given these potential issues, Incident Command may be at a
different location than our staging ar ea or rally point. It is a good pr actice to have
your radio (Rino or VHF) tuned to the appropriate SAR frequency and contact Staging
as you get close to the scene. The communication might go something l ike this:
“I ncident Staging this is Don Olsen on National SAR” The Staging Officer should re-
spond and will then provide you information and direct you to check-in. This process
will help to manage resource arrivals and get us to the appropriate areas in a timely
and organized fashion.

MEMBERS NEWS, I SSUES AND UPDATES

Jarod W.  will be out of town f or part of the summer. He wanted to let the team know
that he would not be at meetings or tr ainings during this time.

Robert J. , after much consideration, decided to resign from the team. We appreciate
his interest and enthusiasm and wish him the best of luck in al l his endeavors.
Fred D. , who was previously listed as a Snowbasin patroller member only, decided to
rejoin the climb team. We welcome Fred back into our ranks and look forward to
seeing him at the meetings, training events and callouts.

Kimball K.  has asked to resign from Assistant Climb Team Leader. Jim S.  will be
invited to tak e this position. Big thanks to Kimball for all of his dedicated work f or the
climb team and best of luck wi th your current project! Please give Jim a big round of
applause for volunteering to help Rick S. with climb team coordination.

Annual BBQ,  October 9th, 4 pm @ TBD; Fun awards will be given out. Other awards
will be given at the WCSO awards banquet in February.  A list will be passed around
to get a count on people at tending for food.  Families are invited.

PREVIOUS  TRAINING /M EETING REPORTS

MRA Spring Conference  in Juneau, Alaska. Everyone is still jet lagged f rom the trip
and the report and pictures from the conference will appear in the August newsletter.

Rick R.’s
hammer
drill
punched
in new
anchors
fast.
Photos by
Fred D.

June’s anchor check and rescue training at “r escue rock” was a success. Photos by Lane McP.

We took turns being patient and r escuer. One
team member would rappel into the “cave” and
the next would extr act that person. With our
newest anchors we should be able to complete
an entire rescue in about an hour.

We added
several
new bolt
anchors.
Ideally
we’ll place
a couple of
cams and
be set.

Since these anchors are so strong
we really don’t need more than
two for the mainl ine and two f or
the belay. If we ar e not doing a
litter then we could do this
common rescue without haul ing a
rack up with us at al l.

With two 300 f oot ropes, and the mainline and belay bags, we can now safely get hikers out of the caves fast.
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OVERVIEW  OF UPCOMING  TRAINING

The July 6 th meeting will feature a discussion of ATV protocol.

There will be pack tests  just prior to the S eptember and October Tuesday all-team
meetings. Members need to be at the WCSO and ready to walk at 5:45 pm.

Deer Camp  is shortened this year. It wi ll be October 15th–17th. We need to be cau-
tious with the bui lding. There were complaints last year about tripping the br eaker by
plugging in too many things into the bui lding’s outlets.

CLIMBING  WALL, FUND RAISING  ACTIVITIES  & EVENTS:
Sgt. Brandon Toll is receiving requests for the climbing wall . Brandon will pass out
sign up sheets  for some of the upcoming Climb Wall events at the July meeting.
Please come prepared to sign up for wall duty!

07/10/10 Snowbasin Tour de Mtn. Green, 5p–7p
07/24/10 Mtn. Green, 9a–3p
08/11-14/10 Weber Co. Fair
08/28/10 Snowbasin 100 Yr. Event

Boot and Bunkers  was held at the park on 25 th Street. It w as a community event
filled with activi ties for children and families. The focus was on safety and what to do
in an emergency. Weber County SAR participated with the cl imb wall. The proceeds
that were collected were donated to the Boots and Bunkers. Thanks to everyone that
gave up time on Saturday to help take care of the cl imb wall. Kathy B.

PARADES—There are a lot of parades coming up. Sgt. Toll is in charge of all parades
this year. He will send out a tweet bef ore each parade. These are the dates:

07/05/10 Farr West, 8:30a
07/24/10 Ogden Pioneer Days, 9a
07/31/10 Harrisville, 9a
08/07/10 Roy Days, 9a

CLIMBERS /B ACK COUNTRY SKIERS  NEWS:
MRA Reaccreditation training:  (Note: there are several changes to the summer’s
training sessions.)

July 10, 8 am, location TBA:  We will be doing a relay race through several stations
similar to what w as done at the 2009 MRA conference at Mount Hood. Current plans are
to form small teams to be timed going thr ough eight stations: knots, r aising systems (3
to 1 and 5 to 1), lowering system (wi th Scarab), ascend a rope then get across a gap
and rappel back down, use a high line to position a person so they can transfer some
“cargo” f rom one spot to another (simi lar to a Telfer’s Lower for swiftwater), l itter
loading, and locate yourself on a map using only a map and compass (no GPS).

July 31, aid and trad climbing  in Ogden Canyon at Peery Camp at 9 am.

August 27-29, climbing outing at the City of Rocks, ID.  Roy W. is organizing
another climb weekend at the City. This year the climbers will be making dinner for
the mounted team. We will concentrate mostly on climbing skills, both tr ad and sport.
Climbers at the Breadloaves group site and thr ee equestrian sites 34,35,36, at Smokey
Mountain RV Park. Any questions refer to Roy W. Report by John S.

We made access to the island on the north-east side and hiked to
that summit an elevation of around 8000 ft. Photos by Dave C.

What
looked like
a smooth
patch of
water was
actually a
1/2" of
water
covering a
solid,

packed
“field” of
sticky
sand. It
stopped
the boat
completely.
Photos by
Jed McD.
the

decision
was made
to get as
many SAR
members
with
shovels to
meet at 9
am the

next
morning at
Antelope
Marina and
shuttle
them out to
the boat on
private
boats.
When all
the parties arrived at the scene, we had 30 people
there. As we had experience the day before, the
area was very deceiving. MANY thanks again go out
to the SAR members who came to help that day!

The Airboat training was 6/5 with the team car -
pooling to Promontory Point. Photo by Jed McD.

Kit Karson,
bored from
waiting for
the party to
finish it’s
survey,
carved a
cross into a
piece of
granite. Dave C. points out this historic graffiti.
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DIVE /S WIFTWATER /A IRBOAT  NEWS:
The Airboat training  was Sat. June 5th with the team meeting at the annex at 9:30
am to car-pool to Promontory Point, our launching area. Shortly after 10 am we wer e
on the water heading to Fremont I sland, our destination for that day’s training. Upon
arriving at the I sland, the idea was to become familiar with the shore-line areas and to
see if they would sustain the landing of l ifeflight in the ev ent of an evacuation of
potential victims/ patients of sa y, a downed plane or boating accident in the area. We
made access to the island on the north-east side and hiked to that summi t—an eleva-
tion of around 8000 ft. There is some pretty interesting history surrounding this island.
One instance is that when John C. Fremont was exploring this area in the mid 1800’s,
Kit Karson was acting as a guide. Once Mr. Fremont’s party made it to this particular
island, Mr. Karson, bored from waiting for the part y to finish i t’s survey, carved a cross
into a piece of granite. We were able to locate this large out-cropping of rock and
photograph the engraving. Pretty cool!

We found that ther e are many areas that would work wel l for access either wi th helo
or fixed wing aircraft. I n fact, after r eturning to the boat, we w atched a small plane
land on an area not far from us that couldn’t have been more than 300 ft. long. The
plane then spun around and took of f. After launching onto the Lake again, it was
decided that we would circle the island and identify a few more secure sites along the
shoreline that we would be able to use. Located on the South-east point of the island
is a large sand-bar that in low w ater years, actually connects Fremont with Antelope
Island. A few weeks earlier, a scout group was taken to Fremont across this same area
in airboats with no di fficulty...Not so this day. What looked like a smooth patch of
water was actually 1/2" of w ater covering a solid, packed “field” of sticky sand. It
stopped the boat completely.

After much discussion and contemplating, the decision was made to try to get some
water back under the boat to see i f i t could be driven out of the ar ea, back to deeper
water. What seemed to be simple task turned into a monumental one. W e dug for
hours and hours. As fast as we would dig, the f aster the water would evaporate. What
sometimes works in these situations to “br eak” a boat loose from a hang-up, is to use
a lever to l ift a portion of the boat to al low water to flow under i t and this can also be
used to turn the boat ar ound to the dir ection you would like to go.

Over the course of the morning we wer e seeing many pieces of wood on the shoreline,
but when we needed one, ther e was none to be found. Kevin T. and Jed M. decided to
search for a lever on the island which was over a mile away from our location, whi le
Scott C. and I continued to dig. Her e they came with a railroad tie they had located—a
mile and a half away. Using this as a lever and with much struggl ing, we were able to get
the boat turned back tow ards the way we came in.

Meanwhile, we had been in contact wi th the boat and the part y that accompanied us on
the first part of our hik e. The plan was to use the smaller, lighter boat as an “anchor ”
and use the winch on the boat to pul l us back to the water line. As the boat drew closer
to our location i t became stuck in the same type of sand. By this time i t was nearing 10
pm. So it was decided to abort the plan of get ting the WCSO boat out and use the
smaller boat to get the team in and r egroup tomorrow. The party on the smaller boat
had brought some food for us so we ate while trying to figur e out what to do next.

As we were getting ready to leave, a Rino was left at the r ear of the boat. When the

After working f or about an hour widening the “channel” f or the boat to go down,
and tying two long r opes to the f ront of the boat, ev eryone either pushing or
pulling was able to break the boat loose. Photos by Jed McD.

Boots ‘n
Bunker.
Photos by
Kathy B.

Gunny
getting
attention
at Boots ‘n
Bunker
while Joe
J. watches
nearby.

Both Gunny and
Jackie were in
attendance,
representing the K9
team. Everyone had
a fun time and
learned safety tips.

Heave
Ho!

In the end,
the airboat
was
reacued by
combined
team work.
Great job
everyone!
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boat started i t pul led the radio into the pr op and scattered parts of the GPS over a
WIDE area, as well as parts of the pr opeller. Fortunately, this t ype of prop can still be
used (sparingly) when damaged. So the other two blades had to be cut to match the
length of the damaged one. Once that w as done, we were able to slowly, slowly make
our way north back to Promontory Point.

In speaking with Sgt. Toll earlier in the evening, the decision was made to get as many
SAR members with shovels to meet at 9 am the next morning at Antelope Marina and
shuttle them out to the boat on priv ate boats. I n a stroke of luck, some other airboat
owners had planned a morning run f rom the same area at the same time. I n explain-
ing to them what the si tuation was, they agreed to help get some of our members out
to the site and also help us get the boat out.

When all the parties arrived at the scene, we had 30 people there. As we had experi-
ence the day before, the area was very deceiving. A few of the boats tried driving to
the WCSO boat itself and quickly became stuck. For a few minutes we had all 7 boats
stuck and it took everyone to get them out. After working f or about an hour widening
the “channel” f or the boat to go down, and t ying two long r opes to the f ront of the
boat, everyone either pushing or pul ling was able to break the boat loose. That was a
really nice sight to see that boat mo ving along in deeper water. MANY thanks again go
out to the SAR members who came to help that day. Dave C. and team (tired).

CAUSEY GATE (Boat Ramp) —SAR has permission to tear out the current posts and
build a new gate for the boat r amp. Bryan B. has donated a backhoe to be used to rip
out the posts, and Rick S. has materials and welding equipment. Sgt. Brandon Toll,
Bryan, and Rick will drive up to discuss options.

K9 N EWS:
June was a very busy month for the K9 Team.  To start wi th, i t was certification
and recertification time. Memorial weekend, every year, is the weekend we try to get
most of this done. Bryan/Jackie recertified in Wilderness/Area and Evidence. Amelia/
Xena certified in HRD and Area/Wilderness. Kurt/Kaiser certified in HRD. Joe/Gunny
certified in Water/Shore and completed the first portion of the Cada ver II test. These
tests are very difficult and take a lot of work to get r eady for. Congratulations to al l.

Bryan/Jackie attended the National Search Dog Alliance (NSDA) conference in Cody,
Wyoming. There were attendees from all over the U.S and Canada. Since they at-
tended as an instructor assistant and not as a student, they had an opportuni ty to
work with all of the instructors and students. One of the gr eat things about at tending
these events is you get to see how you, as K9 Team, compare to teams from the rest
of the country. Jackie was continually used for demo purposes, as were other dogs
from High Country Search Dogs. This really speaks to the quality of the teams we have
available to our team. Every time I at tend one of these events, I f eel like our Climb
Team must feel when they attend an MRA event, proud of the qual ity and profession-
alism we possess on our WCSSAR Team.

Bryan/Jackie were called, through High County Search Dogs, to search for a missing
man in Douglas, Wyoming. His car was found abandoned on I-25 in July of 2009.
There was no initial search because he was fleeing a jail sentence in Kansas. It was
assumed he was on the run. That ’s the way it would have remained but his parents
contacted the Discovery Channel and their series Disappeared. There were film crews
that f ollowed us around constantly fi lming the search. If that w asn’t enough, the
stress level of this search went way up when the first statement the Sheri ff made at
the search briefing was “We have some flooding near the river and it has pushed the
snakes up into this area. They are extremely bad right now so watch where you step.”
This was an understatement. I spent al l day with one eye picking my path and other
eye on Jackie. We covered over 10 miles without get ting bi t, by a snake that is. The
mosquitoes, however, did their best to dr ain every drop of blood out of al l of us. When
in the tr ees and moist areas the mosquitoes attacked and when you got up on the
hillside in the rocks and sage, you had to keep a watchful eye out for snakes. It w as a
heck of a day, where by the way, we did not find a thing. Report by Bryan B.

LOGISTICS /D ISPATCH  NEWS:
Call or email Sheri if you have problems with Twitter or SARteams .

AirMed at
Boots ‘n
Bunker.
Photos by
Kathy B.

Good day
for the
climb
wall,
thanks
everyone
for
helping.

It ’s parade season and the Airboat was quickly
cleaned up after the great “Airboat Adventure”. It

looks
great,
good job
all!
Photos
by Mike
S.

Everyone
loves a
parade,
and there
are plenty
more this
summer.



MEDICAL  NEWS:
If you are an EMT  please email or call Steve E. (Contact info on page 1)

MOUNTED SAR NEWS:
For the MSAR ride this month a few members of the mounted team r ode up to Cutler
Basin  from North Fork Park. Along the way we had to r emove two large trees that had
fallen across the trail. We were able to move them by cutting wi th a hand saw, and
pulling the log out of the w ay with a horse. We made it all the way to Cutler Spring, but
had to cross a few snow drifts along the w ay. We decided to stop at the spring since
the snow drifts we becoming more frequent and deeper. Report by Todd N.

OHV/M OTORCYCLE NEWS:
Its time f or the OHV ride. Saturday July 10th, 8 am ready to ride. Meet by the gun range
Avon road. This year we are inviting family members to come and enjoy the ride wi th us.
Bring your own lunch and drinks we wi ll stop and make a fire for those who need to cook
some tube steaks. We will try to get to I nspiration Point or unti l we hit too much snow.

Make sure you wear the proper gear and be safe in your riding. Check out your OHV or
Motorcycle before you go so we can have as few mechanical problems as possible. I
learned the hard way about air pressure in tir es. Old tires were 2 or 3 ply and you could
run about any pressure in them. New tir es are 6 ply and they said 7 pounds psi, but I
thought I would run air in them l ike old tires. Wrong thing to do!  The bigger knobs on
the tir e pushed the cords away from the rubber on the inside of the tir es and they
would not hold air. Tubes in the tir e won’t work because the cords cut the tube—I
ended up buying new tir es. So run the pr essure that is on the tir e. That’s my lesson,
hope to see you there. Report by Lyman S.

W INTER  RESCUE/S NOWCAT NEWS:
There won’t be too much winter r escue going on for the next f ew months. I would l ike
to invite all the team members to k eep active this summer. We can help with the other
teams on call outs. We should sign up for helping with the cl imb wall. The money
raised from the climb wall benefits the whole team. Thanks, Gary S.

PREVENTATIVE  SAR NEWS:
CERT training is pausing for the season but will begin again in September. This is Jeff
S.’s 16th year of doing CERT and thanks to Rick S. and Kimball K. for all their help.

HEALTH HINTS , BY KATHY B.
We are fortunate to be in volved with an organization that promotes and administers
vaccines to help maintain our health and safety. However, we need to keep in mind
those loved ones that do not have the benefit that we do as members of W eber County
SAR. Below is a link to a l ist of recommended vaccines by age. I encourage you to
verify immunizations of your family members and if they are not up to date on the
recommended vaccines then make an effort to get them curr ent. You can contact local
county health departments, pharmacies, and other agencies that wi ll direct you to
facilities that of fer these vaccines. A family physician can also advise you and your
family members on needed immunizations. If you have family members younger then
the listed age group a pediatrician would be a great resource.

There is a great PDF at the CDC with a chart of Adul t Recommended Immunization
Schedule that can be found here: ht tp://www .cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/down-
loads/adult/2010/adul t-schedule.pdf.

FINAL  NOTES FROM THE EDITOR

Yes, once again, a thin newsletter. I’m sti ll jet lagged f rom Alaska—but stay tuned for
the August newsletter—it wi ll be a biggie!

As always, thanks to everyone who contributed to the newslet ter, especially all the
articles and photos!

Editor: Sheri; 801-725-2771; sherisar (at)comcast.net, sheri (at)
clarkfoundation.org

Assoc. Editor: Kathy B.; kathy_bennett1 (at) comcast.net
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Members
of the
mounted
team rode
up to
Cutler
Basin from
North Fork
Park.
Photos by
Mike S.

Along the
way we
had to
remove
two large
trees that
had fallen
across the
trail.

We were
able to
move
them by
cutting
with a
hand saw,
and pulling
the log out
of the w ay
with a
horse.

We made
it all the
way to
Cutler
Spring, but
had to
cross a
few snow
drifts
along the
way.

Thanks for the pictur es, Mike!


